
 

Parish Announcements

• SECOND COLLECTION: The second collection this weekend is for the 
Our Lady of Charity Homeless Shelter.

• SPECIAL APPEAL: Help save our schools! Your gift no matter how 
small can go a long way in enabling our children to continue to have 
access to Catholic Education in the Virgin Islands. We ask you to 
please take a brochure and prayerfully determine what sacrificial gift 
you can give to this worthwhile cause. Donations may be made in the 
form of cash, check, credit card or online giving. Fill out the form in 
the brochure and make checks payable to "Diocese of St. Thomas."

• PRAYER MEETING: Prayer Meeting will be held at 7 p.m. Feb. 3.
• STEEL PAN: Steel pan for youth and adults will resume in February.
• HOUSING: We are seeking housing for nuns, who will be coming to 

St. John. Call the office for more information.
• COOK/DRIVER NEEDED: Catholic Charities St. John is looking for a 

part-time cook/driver. For more information, contact Digna Doway at 
340-775-0969 or 340-514-9390.

Monday: Jan. 31
2 Sm 15:13-14,30; 16:5-13
Mk 5:1-20

Tuesday: Feb. 1
2 Sm 18:9-10, 14b, 24-
25a, 30--19:3
Mk 5:21-43

Wednesday: Feb. 2
Mal 3:1-4
Heb 2:14-18
Lk 2:22-40

Thursday: Feb. 3
1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12 
Mk 6:7-13

Friday: Feb. 4

Sir 47:2-11 
Mk 6:14-29

Saturday: Feb. 5

1 Kgs 3:4-13
Mk 6:30-34

Sunday: Feb. 6

Is 6:1-2a, 3-8
1 Cor 15:1-11
Lk 5:1-11

Daily Readings

Mass Intentions: Jan. 29-Feb. 4, 2022
Sat. Jan. 29  6 p.m.  For Diane Lewis & Martin Jongue for God's  
     blessings & protection requested by Mary  
     Dalmida
Sun. Jan. 30  7:30 a.m. In loving memory of Martha Cherry
   9:30 a.m. Birthday blessings for Simonia Dagou  
     requested by her family
   12:30 p.m. For the Coral Bay Community
   5:30 p.m. For the Hispanic Community of St. John
Tue. Feb. 1  6 p.m.  For Cynthia Charles, O'Ryan Joseph,   
     Kishorn Duncan & Cyril Delsol for God's  
     protection & deliverance requested by  
     Cynthia Charles
Wed. Feb. 2  6 p.m.   For Nadia Defoe-George & Nesha Defoe  
     for God's deliverance & protection           
Thu. Feb. 3  7 a.m.  For Cynthia Charles, O'Ryan Joseph,   
     Kishorn Duncan & Cyril Delsol for God's  
     protection & deliverance requested by  
     Cynthia Charles                                     
Fri. Feb. 4   7 a.m.  For Cynthia Charles, O'Ryan Joseph,   
     Kishorn Duncan & Cyril Delsol for God's  
     protection & deliverance requested by  
     Cynthia Charles & birthday blessings for 

     Alisha Maynard requested by Mary  
     Dalmida

OLMC Member Birthdays
Jan. 29-Feb. 4

• Simonia Dagou  Feb. 2
• Rebecca El Korchi  Feb. 4

If your birthday is not listed, call the 
office at 776-6339.

Continue to pray for the members of our body who are sick or 
suffering both on and off island. May we keep them in our hearts 
and in our minds. The names of the sick are posted on the bulletin 
board in the back of the church.

If you would like to donate the SANCTUARY CANDLE  or ALTAR FLOWERS in 
memory of someone or in celebration of a special occasion, please call the 

office and schedule a date. A free will donation is welcome.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel has purchased land in Coral Bay 
to build this chapel, which will be named, St. Therese. We 

need your financial support to make this a reality.
To make a donation,

* Make checks payable to Our Lady of Mount Carmel, P.O. 
Box 241, St. John, VI 00831; memo line: Coral Bay Chapel.
* PayPal: Our Lady of Mount Carmel (olmc@hotmail.com)
* Online giving: www.myowngiving.com/Default.aspx-
?cid=1390

Donations are tax-deductible.

Thank you to the Joseph family for 

Stewardship of Treasure
 Jan. 22  6 p.m.   $408.00
 Jan. 23  7:30 a.m.  $451.00
   9:30 a.m.  $1,373.75
   12:30 p.m  $229.00
   5:30 p.m.  $50.00

~ Wish List ~

• Install fencing and 3 gates around 
front of the hall -          $11,503.87

St. Michael Prayer

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us 
in battle, be our protection against the 
wickedness and snares of the devil. 
May God rebuke him we humbly pray; 
and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly 
host, by the divine power of God, cast 
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits 
who roam throughout the world seek-
ing the ruin of souls. 
Amen.

Scan this  
QR Code  
to visit OLMC's 
Website.

A Coronavirus Prayer

Lord Jesus Christ, you traveled through 
towns and villages “curing every disease 
and illness.” 
At your command, the sick were made 
well. Come to our aid now, in the midst of 
the global spread of the coronavirus, that 
we may experience your healing love.

Heal those who are sick with the virus. 
May they regain their strength and health 
through quality medical care.

Heal us from our fear, which prevents na-
tions from working together and neighbors 
from helping one another.

Heal us from our pride, which can make 
us claim invulnerability to a disease that 
knows no borders.

Lord Jesus Christ, healer of all, stay by our 
side in this time of uncertainty and sorrow.

Be with those who have died from the vi-
rus. May they be at rest with you in your 
eternal peace.
Be with the families of those who are sick 

or have died. As they worry and grieve, 
defend them from illness and despair. May 
they know your peace.

Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers 
and all medical professionals who seek to 
heal and help those affected and who put 
themselves at risk in the process. May they 
know your protection and peace.

Be with the leaders of all nations. Give 
them the foresight to act with charity and 
true concern for the well-being of the peo-
ple they are meant to serve. Give them the 
wisdom to invest in long-term solutions 
that will help prepare for or prevent future 
outbreaks. May they know your peace, as 
they work together to achieve it on earth.

Whether we are home or abroad, sur-
rounded by many people suffering from 
this illness or only a few, Lord Jesus Christ, 
stay with us as we endure and mourn, per-
sist and prepare. 

In place of our anxiety, give us your peace.
Jesus Christ, heal us. Amen.
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Hours
The Church is open
Mondays - Fridays: 7 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Saturdays: 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Sundays: 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Office Hours
Mondays - Fridays: 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Pastor’s Hours 
Tuesdays to Fridays: 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Call to set up an appointment

Week in Preview
Youth Ministry: 
Mondays at 4:30 p.m.

Music Ministry: 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Charismatic Prayer Group: 
Thursdays from 7 p.m.-8:30 p.m.

Masses
Weekend 

Saturdays: 6 p.m.   
Sundays:    7:30 a.m. 
     9:30 a.m. 
                    12:30 p.m.(Coral Bay)

Weekday
Tuesdays at 6 p.m. (CORAL BAY)
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
Thursdays & Fridays at 7 a.m.

DEVOTIONS
Eucharistic Adoration
Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays at 5 p.m.; after Masses; or by 
appointment

'The One Who Creates Love, Creates Out of Love, and for Love'

By Adeline Jean
 This Sunday’s Mass readings speak of the love of God the Father who 
creates out of love, as well as of the love of those, the created, who, even in 
difficult circumstances, serve God because they choose love.
 In the First Reading (Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19), God called Jeremiah into 
being dedicating him as a prophet, not just to Judah, but to all the nations, 
at one of the most turbulent times in the history of the ancient Near East. As 
Jeremiah is called, Yahweh tells Jeremiah, “Gird your loins; stand up and tell 
them all that I command you.” This suggests that Jerimiah should get pre-
pared to do the work of the Lord and he must prepare for this as if he is going 
into battle. Yahweh also says that He will make Jeremiah “a fortified city,” 
signifying that Jeremiah will be able to stand firm despite the resistance he 
will receive from the king, religious leaders, and people of Judah. Jeremiah’s 
predecessor, Hosea, introduced the notion of Israel’s relationship with Yah-
weh as that of a marriage covenant that is founded on love. Because love is 
what unites the two parties, it must endure. Jeremiah prophesied that if Israel 
did not repair its relationship with Yahweh, they would suffer the conse-
quence of invasion. Jeremiah’s mission was instrumental because of his deep 
awareness of Yahweh’s love and of the Jewish people’s responsibility towards 
Yahweh based on their covenantal relationship with Yahweh. Thus, Jeremi-
ah’s prophetic ministry was direct and forceful in its upholding of Yahwism 
and its denouncing of religious aberrations.
 In the Gospel Reading (Luke 4:21-30), Jesus teaches the fate of proph-
ets: “No prophet is accepted in his own native place.” This was the fate of all 
the prophets in the Bible, including Jeremiah. All experienced some level of 
rejection in the exact places where they witnessed, taught, and prophesied. Je-
sus explains that God, the supreme master of all humanity, not only calls into 
being life, but also life circumstances. Jesus illustrates the wisdom and power 
of God. Many prophets, that is, people who are called to speak on behalf of 
God and accept this calling, are criticized in their “own native place,” which 
could signify different contexts. Our “own native place” could be our country, 
region, or town/city of birth, but it can also be our place of ministerial work. 
Prophets can be rejected right where God has placed them to do His work as 
many of the prophets were.
 The Second Reading (1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13) describes love as the 
greatest of all gifts. Paul writes, “Strive eagerly for the greatest spiritual gifts. 
But I shall show you a still more excellent way,” which is the way of “love.” 
He stresses that Christians can have all the gifts, but if they do not have love, 
they “gain nothing.” He explains why. All other gifts will pass away, but 
“love never fails.” This may be because to love is a choice. It is not a gift. 
God predestined us for many things, but God leaves love as part of our free 
will. God may have fashioned us with certain personality traits that can cause 
us to be inclined to be loving, but we still must make the decision to love. All 
who choose God enter into a covenantal relationship with God that is based 
on love. Every covenant establishes boundaries for both parties. As Chris-
tians, our boundaries are established in the Ten Commandments. We must 
love God and then neighbor.
 The Second Reading also states, “When I was a child, I used to talk as 
a child, think as a child, reason as a child; when I became a man, I put aside 
childish things.” As children, we are immature, but, as adults, life experiences 
mature us—in reason and wisdom. At different stages of maturity, we there-
fore come to better understand our life and our life choices, and this impacts 
our future life choices. We can therefore better flourish where life has planted 
us. No matter what we experience, how we mature, or where we are planted, 
Paul is teaching us that at the highest level of human flourishing is the ability 
to love.
 Prayer: Jesus, I choose to love. Amen
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