
 

Parish Announcements

• SECOND COLLECTION: The second collection this weekend is for the 
Priest Retirement Fund.

• PRAYER MEETING: Prayer Meeting will be held at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 24 in Coral Bay. The speaker will be Fr. Anthony Abraham.

• ST. LUCIA INDEPENDENCE: The St. Lucia Association of St. John will 
celebrate St. Lucia's 43rd independence with a Mass at 6 p.m. Tues-

day, Feb. 22, 2022, in Coral Bay.
• DAY OF PRAYER: World Day of Prayer will be held at 7 p.m. Friday, 

March 4 at the Bethany Moravian Church.
• HOUSING: We are seeking housing for nuns, who will be coming to 

St. John. Call the office for more information.
• COOK/DRIVER NEEDED: Catholic Charities St. John is looking for a 

part-time cook/driver. For more information, contact Digna Doway at 
340-775-0969 or 340-514-9390.

• MASS CARDS: Religious Education students are reminded to have 
their Mass cards signed when they attend Mass by a teacher, deacon, 
acolyte or priest.

Monday: Feb. 21
Jas 3:13-18
Mk 9:14-29

Tuesday: Feb. 22
1 Pt 5:1-4
Mt 16:13-19

Wednesday: Feb. 23
Jas 4:13-17
Mk 9:38-40

Thursday: Feb. 24
Jas 5:1-6
Mk 9:41-50

Friday: Feb. 25

Jas 5:9-12
Mk 10:1-12

Saturday: Feb. 26

Jas 5:13-20
Mk 10:13-16

Sunday: Feb. 27

Sir 27:4-7
1 Cor 15:54-58
Lk 6:39-45

Daily Readings

Mass Intentions: February 19-25, 2022
Sat. Feb. 19  6 p.m.  For Cynthia Charles, O’Ryan Joseph, Kishorn  
     Duncan and Cyril Delsol for God’s blessings and  
     deliverance requested by Cynthia Charles; and for  
     Vallon Toussaint for God’s blessings and  
     deliverance requested by his grandmother
Sun. Feb. 20  7:30 a.m. In thanksgiving to Rodney and Catherine Ellis, Paul  
     and Jacqueline Grachen, Gerald Goveia and Brenda  
     Bagnell and Teresa Hartzell
   9:30 a.m. In thanksgiving to Marie Griesmann, Susan Picetti  
     and Michael Prince and Wade Smith; and for  
     Veronica Germain for God’s deliverance
   12:30 p.m. In thanksgiving to Robert and Victoria McMahan,  
     The Tucker family, Elizabeth Landry, Danny Duchin  
     and family and Joseph and Heather Mathieu
   5:30 p.m. For the Hispanic Community of St. John
Tue. Feb. 22  6 p.m.  In thanksgiving to Mr. and Mrs. Greg Thompson,  
     Verna Dagou, Dennis & Karen Dunn, Christopher 

     & Jill Hargis, Catherine Stephen, & Leanne & David  
     Digiacomo; & in observance of the 43rd year of  
     St. Lucia's independence
Wed. Feb. 23  6 p.m.   For Cynthia Charles, O'Ryan Joseph, Kishorn  
     Duncan & Cyril Delsol for God's protection &  
     deliverance requested by Cynthia Charles           
Thu. Feb. 24  7 a.m.  For Cynthia Charles, O'Ryan Joseph, Kishorn  
     Duncan & Cyril Delsol for God's protection &  
     deliverance requested by Cynthia Charles                                    
Fri. Feb. 25   7 a.m.  For Cynthia Charles, O'Ryan Joseph, Kishorn  
     Duncan & Cyril Delsol for God's protection &  
     deliverance requested by Cynthia Charles    

OLMC Member Birthdays
Feb. 18-25

• Jovanna Laurencin  Feb. 18
• Leolla Laurencin  Feb. 20
• Tyreke Thomas  Feb. 20

If your birthday is not listed, call the 
office at 776-6339.

Continue to pray for the members of our body who are sick or 
suffering both on and off island. May we keep them in our hearts 
and in our minds. The names of the sick are posted on the bulletin 
board in the back of the church.

If you would like to donate the SANCTUARY CANDLE  or ALTAR FLOWERS in 
memory of someone or in celebration of a special occasion, please call the 

office and schedule a date. A free will donation is welcome.

Thank you to the Joseph family for 

Stewardship of Treasure
 Feb. 12  6 p.m.   $846.00
 Feb. 13  7:30 a.m.  $986.00
   9:30 a.m.  $1,112.00
   12:30 p.m  $242.00
   5:30 p.m.  $66.00

Celebrating love...

~ Wish List ~

• Install fencing and 3 gates around 
front of the hall -          $11,503.87

St. Michael Prayer

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us 
in battle, be our protection against the 
wickedness and snares of the devil. 
May God rebuke him we humbly pray; 
and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly 
host, by the divine power of God, cast 
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits 
who roam throughout the world seek-

ing the ruin of souls. 
Amen.

Scan this  
QR Code  
to visit OLMC's 
Website.

Fr. Anthony Abraham blesse all married couples on the weekend of Feb. 12 & 13, 2022, in  
honor of World Marriage Day.

 On Sept. 7, 2021, the 
Vatican released a preparatory 
document and handbook for the 
2023 synod on synodality to be 
reviewed by all Catholic dioces-
es in the world over the next six 
months.
 In that document synod-
ality is described as “the form, 
the style, and the structure of 
the Church.”
 The theme of this Syn-
od is For a Synodal Church: 
Communion, Participation, and 
Mission
 The current Synodal Pro-
cess is guided by a fundamental 
question: How does “journey-
ing together" take place today 
on different levels (from the 
local level to the universal one), 

allowing the Church to pro-
claim the Gospel? What steps 
is the Spirit inviting us to take 
in order to grow as a synodal 
Church? (PD, 2)
 Each bishop is asked to 
undertake a consultation pro-
cess with the local Church from 
Oct. 17, 2021, to April 2022. 
 Dioceses should organize 
local gatherings for “synodal 
consultation,” to enable indi-
viduals to give their feedback 
directly to the diocese. 
 Multiple parishes should 
come together for these “syn-
odal consultation meetings” 
so that “a range of people 
from different socio-economic 
backgrounds, ethnicities, age 
groups” can take part.

For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation and Mission
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Hours
The Church is open
Mondays - Fridays: 7 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Saturdays: 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Sundays: 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Office Hours
Mondays - Fridays: 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Pastor’s Hours 
Tuesdays to Fridays: 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Call to set up an appointment

Week in Preview
Youth Ministry: 
Mondays at 4:30 p.m.

Music Ministry: 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Charismatic Prayer Group: 
Thursdays from 7 p.m.-8:30 p.m.

Masses
Weekend 

Saturdays: 6 p.m.   
Sundays:    7:30 a.m. 
     9:30 a.m. 
                    12:30 p.m.(Coral Bay)

Weekday
Tuesdays at 6 p.m. (CORAL BAY)
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
Thursdays & Fridays at 7 a.m.

DEVOTIONS
Eucharistic Adoration
Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays at 5 p.m.; after Masses; or by 
appointment

'Love = Death to Hate'

By Adeline Jean
 This Sunday’s Mass readings teach that love defeats hate.
 The First Reading (1 Samuel 26:2,7-9, 12-13, 22-23) provides a valuable mor-
al teaching: For the sake of our love of God, Christians must avoid revenge against our 
enemies. David reasons why he should not take the opportunity to kill Saul when he says to 
Abishai (who accompanies him as David attempts to evade Saul who is trying to kill him): 
“Do not harm him, for who can lay hands on the LORD’s anointed and remain unpun-
ished?” Here we learn that David spares Saul’s life for two reasons — fear and love. David 
fears the repercussions of going against God by killing one of God’s anointed. However, Da-
vid’s decision also reflects David’s love of God. Only love of God can be the driving force 
of restraint when people face seemingly insurmountable circumstances. 
 In addition, the First Reading highlights God’s omniscience (God knows every-
thing), God’s omnipotence (God is all-powerful), and God’s omnibenevolence (God is 
perfectly good). God knows all persons and the extent to which each can be tested. God 
also has the power to intervene when persons are being tested. God is likewise supremely 
good, so God always seeks to protect us. Considering this, it is evident that first, God will 
test us only to the extent that we can bare. Second, God will always intervene (in thought or 
through circumstances) to stop us from making decisions that affect our spiritual well-being. 
Third, God will act on our behalf because of His goodness towards not just humanity, but 
towards all He has created. Hence, David could have easily taken the life of Saul, but God 
intervened in David’s thoughts, making David reflect on the consequences of killing one 
of God’s anointed. God knew David’s destiny, so in God’s goodness, God protected David 
from doing anything to jeopardize his future.
 The Second Reading (1 Corinthians 15:45-49) explains why Christians should 
avoid revenge — the fact that we have more in common than we have differences. Here we 
read, “Just as we have borne the image of the earthly one [Adam, through inherited sin], we 
shall also bear the image of the heavenly one [we are made in the image of God (Genesis 
1:27)].” What unites us is stronger than what divides us. What unites us is heavenly or-
dained, but what divides us has human origins. Unity and solidarity come from God and re-
flect the Trinitarian ideal. Division and strife derive from sin in our lives because sin makes 
us fall victim to the tactics of evil. Evil pushes us to hate and to seek and take revenge. 
David’s experience as an anointed one teaches us that when we are living under the anoint-
ing of God because we answer God’s call, and, like Simon Peter, give up our lives in God’s 
service, it is hard for evil to find a way into our thoughts and our life circumstances, to have 
power over us, and to control outcomes.
 If we hate others and regard and treat them as our enemies, this is exactly how 
we are treating Jesus. We need to pray for the grace to look past the circumstances and to 
see instead the person of the other, the person who is seeking love, affection, affirmation, 
and respect just as we are. God gives us graces, but we must ask for them. Jesus Himself, 
though fully divine, experienced hatred, insults, ridicule, and condemnation in His humani-
ty, yet Jesus never sought revenge. Jesus loved. Throughout the three years of Jesus’ public 
ministry, and up to the point of Jesus’ unjust death, Jesus expressed love for those who 
wrongfully challenged, accused, and condemned Him in different ways, but ultimately to the 
point of taking His life. As Jesus hanged on the cross, Jesus utters words of love, the love 
of God, because Jesus is the Second Person in the Godhead. These words should become 
every Christian’s mantra when wronged: “Father, forgive them, they know not what they 
do” (Luke 23:34). This is a self-sacrificing, self-denying, self-emptying love. We too can use 
a similar lens of love to deflate hate as opposed to a lens of unforgiveness and revenge that 
inflates hate. Jesus is always the model of how we should view situations, think, and act in 
every aspect of our lives. 
 In the Gospel Reading (Luke 6:27-38), Jesus gives the standard for handling ene-
mies. “Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray 
for those who mistreat you. To the person who strikes you on one cheek, offer the other one 
as well…Do to others as you would have them do to you.” Jesus sets a high standard that 
advocates forgiveness, humility, and the same self-sacrificing, self-denying, self-emptying 
love that He chose to embody. Thus, Jesus did not just leave a story behind — that is, the 
story of Jesus’ life and works in public ministry — for us to read about. To the contrary, 
Jesus’ story is ongoing in memory. We can never forget what Jesus did for us. For Catholics, 
this memory is perpetuated in Holy Mass. Similarly, Jesus’ story is ongoing in reality be-
cause the Christian life of living out the Gospel in daily life continues until the end of time. 
Christians do the works of Jesus, as well as embrace pain, suffering, and death to self in our 
everyday lived experiences so that we can be in solidarity with Jesus’ passion, suffering, and 
death. Jesus’ story becomes the Christian’s story as he/she gives his/her life away. Howev-
er, giving doesn’t mean giving away but giving of self. Such giving is gain because Jesus 
promises, “Give, and gifts will be given to you.” 
 Prayer: Jesus, even when it hurts, help me to seek love over hate. Amen
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