
 

Parish Announcements

• SECOND COLLECTION: The second collection this weekend is for the 
Bishop's Appeal. Brochures are available at the back of the church for 
you to make a donation at a later date.

• CORAL BAY REZONING: DPNR is still accepting letters and comments 
regarding the rezoning of our land in Coral Bay. Email your letters and 
comments to leia.laplace@dpnr.vi.gov. In the subject line, write: ZAJ-
22-2.

• PRAYER MEETING: Prayer Meeting will be held at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
March 24, 2022, in Coral Bay. The guest speaker will be Digna Doway. 
The topic will be "Suffering! Why does God allow it?"

• STATIONS OF THE CROSS: During Lent, Stations of the Cross will be 
held at 6 p.m. Fridays in Cruz Bay and Coral Bay.

• MUSICIAN NEEDED: OLMC is seeking a musician to play at Masses. 
Call the church office at 776-6339 for more information.

• 60th ANNIVERSARY: OLMC will celebrate our 60th anniversary in July. 
We are inviting people to tell us how OLMC has made an impact in 
your lives. We will also accept photos. Email your story and pictures 
to olmc@hotmail.com.

• VOLUNTEERS: If anyone would like to volunteer in the parish, please 
call Fr. Anthony in the church office.

Monday: March 21
2 Kgs 5:1-15ab
Lk 4:24-30

Tuesday: March 22
Dn 3:25, 34-43
Mt 18:21-35

Wednesday: March 23
Dt 4:1, 5-9
Mt 5:17-19

Thursday: March 24
Jer 7:23-28
Lk 11:14-23

Friday: March 25

Is 7:10-14; 8:10
Heb 10:4-10
Lk 1:26-38

Saturday: March 26

Hos 6:1-6
Lk 18:9-14 

Sunday: March 27

Jos 5:9a, 10-12
2 Cor 5:17-21
Lk 15:1-3, 11-32

Daily Readings

Mass Intentions: March 19-25, 2022

Sat. March 19  6 p.m.  For Cynthia Charles, O'Ryan Joseph & Kishorn  
     Duncan for God's protection & deliverance  
     requested by Cynthia Charles & birthday  
     blessings for KingAsa McCoy requested by  
     Diane Mathurin  
Sun. March 20  7:30 a.m. For Louise Philbert’s grandchildren for God’s  
     blessings requested by Louise Philbert; & in  
     loving memory of Violet Furjanic requested by  
     Deborah & Donald Schnell
   9:30 a.m. In loving memory of Teresita Nunez requested  
     by her loving family; & for Dr. Maxine Nunez  
     for God’s blessings
   12:30 p.m. In loving memory of Thomas Volpe Sr.  
     requested by Maria & Stephen Hull
   5:30 p.m. For the Hispanic Community of St. John
Tue. March 22  6 p.m.  COMMUNION SERVICE
Wed. March 23  6 p.m.  COMMUNION SERVICE
Thu. March 24  7 a.m.  COMMUNION SERVICE
Fri. March 25   7 a.m.  COMMUNION SERVICE

Offer a Mass for your loved ones. Call the office at 776-6339. 

Continue to pray for the members of our body who are sick or 
suffering both on and off island. May we keep them in our hearts 
and in our minds. The names of the sick are posted on the bulletin 
board in the back of the church.

If you would like to donate the SANCTUARY CANDLE  or ALTAR FLOWERS in 
memory of someone or in celebration of a special occasion, please call the 

office and schedule a date. A free will donation is welcome.

~ Charismatic Prayer Group ~

You are invited to come pray, 
praise, and worship our Lord 

with us every Thursday at 7 p.m. 

OLMC Happenings

Stewardship of Treasure
 March 12 6 p.m.   $869.97
 March 13 7:30 a.m.  $696.00
   9:30 a.m.  $2,007.00
   12:30 p.m.  $180.00   
   5:30 p.m.  $45.00

With the increase of homeless per-
sons on the island of St. John, OLMC in 
March 2020 opened a shelter to meet 
this growing need. Since then, we have 
housed many men. At present, we have 
8 men and 2 women. We are asking for 
your help prayerfully and financially. 
If you would like to make a donation, 
please make checks payable to:
* OLMC and mail to P.O. Box 241, St. 
John, VI 00831; memo: OLMC Shelter
* PayPal: Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
(olmc@hotmail.com)

St. Michael Prayer

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us 
in battle, be our protection against the 
wickedness and snares of the devil. 
May God rebuke him we humbly pray; 
and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly 
host, by the divine power of God, cast 
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits 
who roam throughout the world seek-
ing the ruin of souls. 
Amen.

Scan this  
QR Code  
to visit OLMC's 
Website.

 On Sept. 7, 2021, the 
Vatican released a preparatory 
document and handbook for the 
2023 synod on synodality to be 
reviewed by all Catholic dioces-
es in the world over the next six 
months.
 In that document synod-
ality is described as “the form, 
the style, and the structure of 
the Church.”
 The theme of this Syn-
od is For a Synodal Church: 
Communion, Participation, and 
Mission
 The current Synodal Pro-
cess is guided by a fundamental 
question: How does “journey-
ing together" take place today 
on different levels (from the 
local level to the universal one), 

allowing the Church to pro-
claim the Gospel? What steps 
is the Spirit inviting us to take 
in order to grow as a synodal 
Church? (PD, 2)
 Each bishop is asked to 
undertake a consultation pro-
cess with the local Church from 
Oct. 17, 2021, to April 2022. 
 Dioceses should organize 
local gatherings for “synodal 
consultation,” to enable indi-
viduals to give their feedback 
directly to the diocese. 
 Multiple parishes should 
come together for these “syn-
odal consultation meetings” 
so that “a range of people 
from different socio-economic 
backgrounds, ethnicities, age 
groups” can take part.

For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation and Mission

~ Fasting & Abstinence ~
 
• On Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, 
and all Fridays of Lent: Everyone ages 
14 and up must abstain from eating 
meat.
• On Ash Wednesday and Good 
Friday: Everyone ages 18 to 59 must 
fast, unless exempt due to a medical 
reason. When fasting, a person is 
permitted to eat one full meal, as well 
as two smaller meals that together are 
not equal to a full meal.

Fr. Anthony Abraham installed the  
Finance Committee on March 13, 2022. 
The members are Lakeya Abbott, Justi-
na Abraham, Ralph Antolino, Rosemund 
Boyd, Chemica Jackson-Otto, Shanekua 
Lee-Tyrell & Francis Peltier.

Jasiri James, with parents Jesse James 
& Janeal Marks,   was recently baptized 
at OLMC.
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Hours

The Church is open
Mondays - Fridays:  
7 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Saturdays: 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Sundays: 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Office Hours
Mondays - Fridays:  
9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Pastor’s Hours 
Tuesdays to Fridays:  
9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Call for an appointment

Week in Preview

Youth Ministry: 
Mondays at 4:30 p.m.

Music Ministry: 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Charismatic Prayer Group: 
Thursdays from 7 p.m.-
8:30 p.m.

Masses
Weekend 

Saturdays: 6 p.m.   
Sundays:    7:30 a.m. 
     9:30 a.m. 
          12:30 p.m.(CORAL BAY)
                5:30 p.m. (SPANISH)

Weekday
Tuesdays at 6 p.m.  
                             (CORAL BAY)
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
Thursdays & Fridays  
                                   at 7 a.m.

DEVOTIONS
Eucharistic Adoration
Available 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays at 5 p.m.; after 
Masses; or by appointment

'God Sees What We Do Not See — God Sees Potential'

By Adeline Jean
 This Sunday’s Mass readings enable us to consider not just the supremacy of 
God, but also the fatherly nature of God. God loves His children so much that He looks 
beyond our past to our future, our shortcomings to our needs, our weaknesses to our 
strengths. God sees what we do not see—God sees our potential.
 In the First Reading (Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15), we meet Moses at Midian, here 
Moses encounters God in the burning bush and this experience changed the purpose and 
direction of his life. Moses, who was raised in the household of the oppressors of the 
Hebrews and thus an accomplice to their atrocities and who was also a murderer, was 
privileged to meet and to converse with God because God looked beyond Moses’ past to 
his future. In the Torah, God regularly appeared in pillars of fire, which makes this story 
typical.
 The story portrays God as appearing in a bush that is on fire, yet this fire is nev-
er burned up. This sends the message of God’s supremacy, God is everlasting. Moses not 
only sees the bush burning, but he hears the voice of God. Yahweh calls Moses by name. 
Moses responds “Here I am.” This response symbolizes the response of all the Hebrews 
and by extension of all Christians when we encounter the majesty of God. When we try 
to speak with and to be with God, God in turn will reveal Himself to us. How can we 
respond with anything but affirmation—here I am; I am available to be used by you in 
whatever way you desire?
 In the Second Reading (1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12), Paul recounts the Exo-
dus as Moses led the Hebrew people and God sustained them by providing their daily 
nourishment from heaven. This reveals that God looked past the Israelites’ shortcomings 
(grumblings) to their needs.
 Paul narrates, as the Israelites passed through the Red Sea from the darkness 
of slavery into the light of freedom, so do all baptized Christians. At Baptism, Chris-
tians are freed from the slavery of original sin (darkness) and brought into the family of 
Jesus Christ, into relationship with God (light). Humanity, with its sinful nature, does 
not deserve God’s saving grace, but God in His fatherly nature and supremacy offers it 
to us as a gift because we need salvation. We need the opportunity to live immortally in 
eternal life, with God. As the Israelites ate manna and drank from the “spiritual rock,” so 
too Christians are invited to eat of the Body and drink of the Blood of Jesus, in the Holy 
Eucharist. Jesus is “the rock,” the source of living water. Paul is reminding the Israelites 
that they should not make the same mistakes, to grumble with what they have because 
ungratefulness can lead to death (spiritual and otherwise). This is because God always 
provides us with what we need. Whenever we try to usurp the power of God and try to 
control our life circumstances to our own benefit, we will lose. Paul likewise warns the 
Israelites that anyone who thinks that he or she is standing secure (which is a sin of pride) 
needs to be careful because he or she is in the danger of falling (from the place of securi-
ty/losing everything and/or falling spiritually). As God was the rock to the Hebrew people 
in their desert journey, so too Jesus is the rock to us all in our journey through life.
 In the Gospel Reading (Luke 13:1-9), Jesus tries to teach the people who were 
trying to suggest that some Galileans were killed because of their sin. Jesus attempts to 
explain that there are no categories of sinners. However, at the same time, Jesus then 
shares a parable about a fig tree that did not bear fruit for three years, so its owner told 
the gardener to cut it down because it was just using up the nutrients of the soil but giv-
ing nothing in return. The gardener intervenes on behalf of the fig tree asking the owner 
to give the fig tree a second chance to prove itself; if the tree does not bear fruit after one 
year, then it should be cut down. This parable is meant to reflect God’s fatherly patience 
with sinful humanity, as well as God’s enduring mercy. We are all sinners, and when in 
sin, we stop producing, we have nothing to give to ourselves, to others, or to God. We 
just take and benefit from what’s being given to us (the prayers of others, their kindness, 
their love, their compassion, their forgiveness). Yet, Jesus, in His mercy intervenes, and 
though others lose hope in us, Jesus, the living water, offers us to drink from the cup of 
His love and mercy. We are invited to repent. God, who loves with the heart of a father 
because He is our Father, looks past our weaknesses (our sins) to our strengths (our 
potential).
 This Lent, let us repent in anticipation that when our time on earth comes to an 
end, we will not be cut down and thrown away into eternal darkness because we did not 
produce in this life, but instead, we will be welcomed into the light of heaven because 
we produced much right where we were planted.
 Prayer: Jesus, may this Lenten journey enable me to develop a repentant heart.
 Amen
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