
 

Parish Announcements

•	 SECOND COLLECTION: The second collection this weekend is for the Bish-
op's Appeal. Brochures are available at the back of the church for you to 
make a donation at a later date.

•	 CONDOLENCES: OLMC extends condolences to Christine Barbich and family 
on the passing of her sister, Ann Hufford.

•	 LECTORS: A lector's meeting will be held at 5:15 p.m. Wednesday, April 13, 
2022, in the church.

•	 PROJECT HOMELESS: Project Homeless Connect will be held on May 20, 
2022, from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the VIPA gravel parking lot. The 
homeless and less fortunate will be served. Volunteers are needed to assist 
in making this event a success. A sign-up sheet has been placed on the back 
table. For more information, contact Digna Doway, Catholic Charities case 
manager, at 340-775-0969. 

•	 HOLY WEEK: Please pay attention to the Holy Week schedule. The schedule 
is in the bulletin, on the bulletin board, on the door and on the website.

•	 VOLUNTEERS: If anyone would like to volunteer in the parish, please call Fr. 
Anthony in the church office.

•	 MUSICIAN NEEDED: OLMC is seeking a musician to play at Masses. Call the 
church office at 776-6339 for more information.

•	 60th ANNIVERSARY: OLMC will celebrate our 60th anniversary in July. We 
are inviting persons to tell us how OLMC has made an impact in your lives. 
We will also accept photos. Email your items to olmc@hotmail.com.

Monday: April 11
Is 42:1-7
Jn 12:1-11

Tuesday: April 12
Is 49:1-6
Jn 13:21-33, 36-38

Wednesday: April 13
Is 50:4-9a
Mt 26:14-25

Thursday: April 14
Ex 12:1-8, 11-14
1 Cor 1:23-26
Jn 13:1-15

Friday: April 15
Is 52:13--53:12
Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9
Jn 18:1--19:42

Saturday: April 16
Gn 1:1--2:2; Gn 
22:1-18; Ex 14:15--
15:1; Is 54:5-14; Is 
55:1-11; Bar 3:9-
15,32--4:4; Ez 36:16-
17a,18-28; Rom 
6:3-11; Lk 24:1-12 

Sunday: April 17
Acts 10:34a, 37-43
Col 3:1-4
Jn 20:1-9

Daily Readings

Mass Intentions: April 9-15, 2022
Sat. April 9		  6 p.m.		  For Cynthia Charles, O’Ryan Joseph, & Kishorn 	
					     Duncan for God’s protection and deliverance 	
					     requested by Cynthia Charles and wedding  
					     anniversary blessings for Kendell and Vincentia 	
					     Laurencin	
Sun. April 10		  7:30 a.m.	 For Reynald Jean in thanksgiving requested by 	
					     Adeline Jean & in loving memory of Lois Joseph 	
					     requested by Marcia Pickering
			   9:30 a.m.	 For Tisha & Yakida George for God's blessings 	
					     requested by Tisha George; & in loving memory of 	
					     Lois Joseph requested by Marcia Pickering
			   12:30 p.m.	 For the Coral Bay community
			   5:30 p.m.	 For the Hispanic Community of St. John
Tue. April 12		  6 p.m.		  For Cynthia Charles, O’Ryan Joseph, & Kishorn 	
					     Duncan for God’s protection and deliverance 	
					     requested by Cynthia Charles; & for Reynald Jean 	
					     in thanksgiving requested by Adeline Jean
Wed. April 13		  6 p.m.		  For Cynthia Charles, O’Ryan Joseph, & Kishorn 	
					     Duncan for God’s protection and deliverance 	
					     requested by Cynthia Charles; & in thanksgiving to 	
					     Paul Tierney
Thu. April 14		  7 p.m.		  For Cynthia Charles, O’Ryan Joseph, & Kishorn 	
					     Duncan for God’s protection and deliverance 	
					     requested by Cynthia Charles
Fri. April 15	  	 3 p.m.		  SERVICE

Offer a Mass for your loved ones. Call the office at 776-6339. 

Continue to pray for the members of our body who are sick or 
suffering both on and off island. May we keep them in our hearts 
and in our minds. The names of the sick are posted on the bulletin 
board in the back of the church.

If you would like to donate the SANCTUARY CANDLE  or ALTAR FLOWERS in 
memory of someone or in celebration of a special occasion, please call the 

office and schedule a date. A free will donation is welcome.

~ Charismatic Prayer Group ~

You are invited to come pray, 
praise, and worship our Lord 

with us every Thursday at 7 p.m. 

Stations of the 
Cross & hike

Stewardship of Treasure
	 April 2		  6 p.m.			   $457.00
	 April 3 		 7:30 a.m.		  $1,108.00
			   9:30 a.m.		  $1,269.00
			   12:30 p.m.		  $180.00			 
			   5:30 p.m.		  $119.00

With the increase of homeless per-
sons on the island of St. John, OLMC in 
March 2020 opened a shelter to meet 
this growing need. Since then, we have 
housed many men. At present, we have 
8 men and 2 women. We are asking for 
your help prayerfully and financially. 

If you would like to make a donation, 
please make checks payable to:
* OLMC and mail to P.O. Box 241, St. 
John, VI 00831; memo: OLMC Shelter
* PayPal: Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
(olmc@hotmail.com)
	
We are seeking someone to sponsor a 
security guard for our homeless shelter. 
The yearly salary for a security officer is 
$32,400.00..

St. Michael Prayer

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us 
in battle, be our protection against the 
wickedness and snares of the devil. 
May God rebuke him we humbly pray; 
and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly 
host, by the divine power of God, cast 
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits 
who roam throughout the world seek-
ing the ruin of souls. 
Amen.

Scan this  
QR Code  
to visit OLMC's 
Website.

~ Fasting & Abstinence ~
 
• On Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, 
and all Fridays of Lent: Everyone ages 
14 and up must abstain from eating 
meat.
• On Ash Wednesday and Good 
Friday: Everyone ages 18 to 59 must 
fast, unless exempt due to a medical 
reason. When fasting, a person is 
permitted to eat one full meal, as well 
as two smaller meals that together are 
not equal to a full meal.

Religious Education students, teach-
ers and family recited the Stations 
of the Cross while hiking to the Lind 
Point lookout.
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PALM SUNDAY 
~ ~ Saturday, April 9 ~ ~  

Mass at 6 p.m. 
~ ~ Sunday, April 10 ~ ~  

7:30 & 9:30 a.m. (CRUZ BAY) 
12:30 p.m. (CORAL BAY) 

5:30 p.m. (SPANISH MASS) 
 

HOLY THURSDAY 
~ ~ Thursday, April 14 ~ ~ 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper begins at 7 p.m. 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament continues until midnight. 

 
GOOD FRIDAY 

~ ~ Friday, April 15 ~ ~ 
Stations of the Cross at 5 a.m. from Caneel overlook 

to Mongoose Junction 
Stations of the Cross at 2 p.m. (IN THE CHURCH) 

The Celebration of the Lord’s Passion at 3 p.m. 
  

EASTER VIGIL 
~~ Saturday, April 16 ~~  
Mass begins at 7:30 p.m. 

 
EASTER SUNDAY 

~ ~ Sunday, April 17 ~ ~ 
Mass: 7:30 and 9:30 a.m. (CRUZ BAY) 

12:30 p.m. (CORAL BAY) 
5:30 p.m. (SPANISH MASS) 

Our Lady of Charity 
Homeless Shelter
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Hours

The Church is open
Mondays - Fridays:  
7 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Saturdays: 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Sundays: 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Office Hours
Mondays - Fridays:  
9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Pastor’s Hours 
Tuesdays to Fridays:  
9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Call for an appointment

Week in Preview

Youth Ministry: 
Mondays at 4:30 p.m.

Music Ministry: 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Charismatic Prayer Group: 
Thursdays from 7 p.m.-
8:30 p.m.

Masses
Weekend 

Saturdays: 6 p.m.		  
Sundays:    7:30 a.m.	
	     9:30 a.m.	
          12:30 p.m.(CORAL BAY)
                5:30 p.m. (SPANISH)

Weekday
Tuesdays at 6 p.m.  
                             (CORAL BAY)
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
Thursdays & Fridays  
                                   at 7 a.m.

DEVOTIONS
Eucharistic Adoration
Available 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays at 5 p.m.; after 
Masses; or by appointment

'A “Limit Situation” Did Not Limit Jesus; It Opened Up the World of Possibilities'
By Adeline Jean

	 The liturgy of Holy Week teaches us that a crisis situation (limit situation) can be a 
defining moment — it can make us or break us.
	 On the first day of the week (Palm Sunday), a few days before Passover, Jesus entered 
Jerusalem knowing that he was about to fulfil his destiny. He knew that he was about to face 
a crisis situation because He knew that fulfilling His destiny would entail suffering and even 
death. This imminent situation that Jesus faced can be described as a limit situation, which 
according to American theologian, David Tracy, is a situation in which an individual finds him-
self or herself that presents a limit to his or her existence. Tracy explains that “limit situations” 
refer to “those human situations wherein a human being ineluctably finds manifest a certain 
ultimate limit or horizon to his or her existence” (Blessed Rage for Order: The New Pluralism 
in Theology, 105). One type of limit situation is the “boundary situation”; an example of a 
boundary situation is “the recognition of death as one’s own destiny” (105). 
	 In the Gospel Reading (Luke 22:14-23:56), Jesus knew that the time of his departure 
from this world had come. At the Last Supper, Jesus told his disciples, “I have eagerly desired 
to eat this Passover with you before I suffer, for, I tell you, I shall not eat it again until there 
is fulfillment in the kingdom of God.” This reality was Jesus’ forthcoming crisis situation 
and boundary limitation. Immediately following the Last Supper with his disciples, as Jesus 
went to the Mount of Olives to pray in the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus tells His disciples of 
His inevitable fate: “For I tell you that this scripture must be fulfilled in me, namely, ‘He was 
counted among the wicked’; and indeed what is written about me is coming to fulfillment.” As 
Jesus continued His prayer alone, He said to His Father, “My Father, if it is not possible that 
this cup pass without my drinking it, your will be done.” Here, Jesus is now in a liminal posi-
tion, a transitioning or undefinable stage, one he could not escape. It can be said that his back 
was against a wall and He has nowhere to go, no way to escape. At this point, Jesus faced two 
choices: He could accept His destiny or He could refuse to fulfil it, thereby leaving Jerusalem. 
Jesus chose to accept it.
	 Limit situations force us to make hard choices, choices that no one else can make for 
us. Yet, once we make the right choice, a whole new world of possibilities become available to 
us. For Jesus, His passion, suffering, and crucifixion did not end in eternal death but in resur-
rection and eternal life. In accepting His limit situation, Jesus rose above it and overcame it, 
and the victory that Jesus gained is unmeasurable. The goal of anyone facing a limit situation 
should be to not allow it to intimidate him or her. A limit situation can be likened to an obsta-
cle. While obstacles are often not of our own making, they can still be overcome because they 
push us to action. Recounting and reliving Jesus’ Paschal Mystery, the story of how he faced 
and overcame His limit situation, can be viewed as a call to action for Christians.   
	 When we as Christians face our own limit situations, we can allow these situations to 
bring out the best in us and for us. For some of us a limit situation could be an addiction, an 
unrepented sin, unforgiveness, or a struggle to survive daily life. Jesus’ example shows us that 
even if it seems like it cannot get any worse than abandonment, insult, pain, ridicule, or unjust 
treatment, we are not stuck in that position. We have the power to change our direction by 
breaking down or removing what is pressing us up against a wall and controlling us. We do this 
be simply taking action — mental and physical.
	 J.D. Crichton, on writing about the liturgy of holy Week, reminds us that “the liturgy 
of Holy Week, is the place of encounter with Jesus Christ. In the liturgy something really hap-
pens. It exists at the level of action ... word and response. Movement and gesture, the move-
ment of the mind and heart in faith and love, the willingness to grasp what is laid before us, all 
these are necessary if in fact we are to ‘lay hold’ of the power of the mystery of Christ” (The 
Liturgy of Holy Week, 12). 
	 Moreover, even our mortal lives can be explained as limit situations because we face 
an inevitable death that is always pending. We can choose to live life fearless and free knowing 
and believing that we can overcome this limit be choosing to live life as Jesus modelled — 
loving our neighbor even when he or she is different from us; caring for the poor, the oppressed 
and marginalized; defending the rights of the persecuted; helping those in need. On the other 
hand, we can live life in a constant liminal state, a state of relentless indecision, unknowing, 
and fear, which tend to push us away from, as opposed to, Christ. What is always required on 
our part is action. We cannot remain static or crippled when facing a limit situation.   
	 J.D Crichton adds, “If the people take that active, conscious and devout participation 
in it [the liturgy of Holy Week] which the Church urges upon us, they will in fact make a living 
encounter with the redeeming Christ and will advance in the way of holiness which is the 
whole purpose of the liturgy” (12).
	 Let’s not run but race into Holy Week enthusiastically knowing, like in every other 
situation in life, we will get out of it in proportion to what we put into it, so that we will be able 
to draw ever closer to our final destination with joy knowing that we have conquered life and 
overcome death.
	 Prayer: Lord, may I always stay on course on my journey towards you despite the 
obstacles I encounter along the way. Amen 


