
 

Parish Announcements

• SECOND COLLECTION: The second collection this weekend is for the Bish-

op's Appeal. Brochures are available at the back of the church for you to 
make a donation at a later date.

• THANK YOU: A great, big thank you to all who contributed to the Spe-

cial Bishop's Appeal for Catholic Education. The Diocese was able to raise 
$60,000 for our Catholic Schools in the territory.

• PROJECT HOMELESS: Project Homeless Connect will be held on May 20, 
2022, from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the VIPA gravel parking lot. The 
homeless and less fortunate will be served. Volunteers are needed to assist 
in making this event a success. A sign-up sheet has been placed on the back 
table. For more information, contact Digna Doway, Catholic Charities case 
manager, at 340-775-0969. 

• VOLUNTEERS: If anyone would like to volunteer in the parish, please call Fr. 
Anthony in the church office.

• MUSICIAN NEEDED: OLMC is seeking a musician to play at Masses. Call the 
church office at 776-6339 for more information.

• 60th ANNIVERSARY: OLMC will celebrate our 60th anniversary in July. We 
are inviting persons to tell us how OLMC has made an impact in your lives. 
We will also accept photos. Email your items to olmc@hotmail.com.

• HOUSING: We are seeking housing for nuns, who will be coming to 
St. John. Call the office for more information.

• MASS CARDS: Religious Education students are reminded to have 
their Mass cards signed when they attend Mass by a teacher, deacon, 
acolyte or priest.

Monday: April 18

Acts 2:14, 22-33
Mt 28:8-15

Tuesday: April 19

Acts 2:36-41
Jn 20:11-18

Wednesday: April 20

Acts 3:1-10
Lk 24:13-35

Thursday: April 21

Acts 3:11-26
Lk 24:35-48

Friday: April 22

Acts 4:1-12
Jn 21:1-14

Saturday: April 23

Acts 4:13-21
Mk 16:9-15 

Sunday: April 24

Acts 5:12-16
Rv 1:9-11a, 12-13, 
17-19
Jn 20:19-31

Daily Readings

Mass Intentions: April 16-22, 2022

Sat. April 16  7:30 p.m. Birthday blessings for Fr. Anthony  
     Abraham and Samia Athanase requested  
     by their families
Sun. April 17  7:30 a.m. For Cynthia Charles, O’Ryan Joseph, &  
     Kishorn Duncan for God’s protection and  
     deliverance requested by Cynthia Charles
   9:30 a.m. Birthday blessings for Fr. Anthony  
     Abraham and Samia Athanase requested  
     by their families
   12:30 p.m. In loving memory of Thomas Volpe Jr.  
     requested by Maria & Stephen Hull
   5:30 p.m. For the Hispanic Community of St. John

Tue. April 19  6 p.m.  COMMUNION SERVICE
Wed. April 20  6 p.m.  COMMUNION SERVICE
Thu. April 21  7 a.m.  COMMUNION SERVICE
Fri. April 22   7 a.m.  COMMUNION SERVICE

Offer a Mass for your loved ones. Call the office at 776-6339. 

OLMC Member Birthdays
April 16-22

• Fr. Anthony Abraham Apr. 16
• Samia Athanase  Apr. 16
• Patricia Jean Baptiste Apr. 17
• A'maya Abraham  Apr. 17
• Cheryl Jackson  Apr. 19
• Josephine Edward  Apr. 19

If your birthday is not listed, call the 
office at 776-6339.

Continue to pray for the members of our body who are sick or 
suffering both on and off island. May we keep them in our hearts 
and in our minds. The names of the sick are posted on the bulletin 
board in the back of the church.

If you would like to donate the SANCTUARY CANDLE  or ALTAR FLOWERS in 
memory of someone or in celebration of a special occasion, please call the 

office and schedule a date. A free will donation is welcome.

Palm Sunday

~ Altar Flowers ~

Thank you to Alfredo's Landscap-

ing for donating palms for Palm 
Sunday.

Stewardship of Treasure
 April 9  6 p.m.   $593.00
 April 10  7:30 a.m.  $1,321.00
   9:30 a.m.  $1,219.00
   12:30 p.m.  $403.00   
   5:30 p.m.  $91.00

With the increase of homeless per-
sons on the island of St. John, OLMC in 
March 2020 opened a shelter to meet 
this growing need. Since then, we have 
housed many men. At present, we have 
8 men and 2 women. We are asking for 
your help prayerfully and financially. 

If you would like to make a donation, 
please make checks payable to:
* OLMC and mail to P.O. Box 241, St. 
John, VI 00831; memo: OLMC Shelter
* PayPal: Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
(olmc@hotmail.com)
 

We are seeking someone to sponsor a 
security guard for our homeless shelter. 
The yearly salary for a security officer is 
$32,400.00..

St. Michael Prayer

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us 
in battle, be our protection against the 
wickedness and snares of the devil. 
May God rebuke him we humbly pray; 
and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly 
host, by the divine power of God, cast 
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits 
who roam throughout the world seek-

ing the ruin of souls. 
Amen.

Scan this  

QR Code  

to visit OLMC's 

Website.

 On Sept. 7, 2021, the 
Vatican released a preparatory 
document and handbook for the 
2023 synod on synodality to be 
reviewed by all Catholic dioces-
es in the world over the next six 
months.
 In that document synod-
ality is described as “the form, 
the style, and the structure of 
the Church.”
 The theme of this Syn-
od is For a Synodal Church: 
Communion, Participation, and 
Mission
 The current Synodal Pro-
cess is guided by a fundamental 
question: How does “journey-
ing together" take place today 
on different levels (from the 
local level to the universal one), 

allowing the Church to pro-
claim the Gospel? What steps 
is the Spirit inviting us to take 
in order to grow as a synodal 
Church? (PD, 2)
 Each bishop is asked to 
undertake a consultation pro-
cess with the local Church from 
Oct. 17, 2021, to April 2022. 
 Dioceses should organize 
local gatherings for “synodal 
consultation,” to enable indi-
viduals to give their feedback 
directly to the diocese. 
 Multiple parishes should 
come together for these “syn-
odal consultation meetings” 
so that “a range of people 
from different socio-economic 
backgrounds, ethnicities, age 
groups” can take part.

For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation and Mission

Our Lady of Charity 
Homeless Shelter
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Hours

The Church is open
Mondays - Fridays:  
7 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Saturdays: 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Sundays: 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Office Hours
Mondays - Fridays:  
9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Pastor’s Hours 
Tuesdays to Fridays:  
9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Call for an appointment

Week in Preview

Youth Ministry: 
Mondays at 4:30 p.m.

Music Ministry: 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Charismatic Prayer Group: 
Thursdays from 7 p.m.-
8:30 p.m.

Masses
Weekend 

Saturdays: 6 p.m.   
Sundays:    7:30 a.m. 
     9:30 a.m. 
          12:30 p.m.(CORAL BAY)
                5:30 p.m. (SPANISH)

Weekday
Tuesdays at 6 p.m.  
                             (CORAL BAY)
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
Thursdays & Fridays  
                                   at 7 a.m.

DEVOTIONS
Eucharistic Adoration
Available 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays at 5 p.m.; after 
Masses; or by appointment

'Easter: A Time of Reward for Faithfulness'

By Adeline Jean

 This Easter Sunday’s Mass readings describe one way we enjoy new life 
through Christ’s resurrection victory: we are rewarded for our faithfulness.
 In the First Reading (Acts 10:34, 37-43), Peter speaks at the house of 
Cornelius the centurion because God orchestrated the meeting, which was a 
gift to Cornelius. Because Cornelius had a vision that led him to Peter, Corne-
lius exercised faith in believing that God was about to do something for him 
through Peter. In the verse that immediately precedes this reading, Cornelius 
says to Peter, “We are all here in the presence of God to listen to all that you 
have been commanded by the Lord” (10:33). What brought Cornelius, a non-
Jew, to God’s attention? 
 Cornelius was a “devout and God-fearing,” and he and his household 
would “give alms generously to the Jewish people and pray to God constantly” 
(10:1). In essence, Cornelius was rewarded for his faithfulness in prayer and for 
his acts of charity. As a Roman centurion, Cornelius would have put his repu-
tation at stake and his life at risk for praying and exercising faith in God and 
for helping the Jewish people. God greatly rewarded Cornelius by bestowing in 
him and his household the gift of the Spirit before they were baptized. God sees 
everything, and God is all-knowing. God not only sees and know what we do 
outwardly. God similarly sees and knows what we think, believe, and how we 
act inwardly. God rewards us for our faithfulness in doing what is good, in deed 
and in thought.
 In the Gospel Reading (John 20:1-9), Mary of Magdala’s blessing of 
being the first witness to Jesus’ resurrection is another example of God reward-
ing faithfulness. Out of all of Jesus’ apostles and disciples, Mary was given this 
privilege. Was it because Mary also risked her life and her reputation to stand 
at the foot of cross of Jesus (Matthew 27:56)?  In Luke 8:2, we learn that Mary 
was a woman from whom seven demons were exorcised. 
 This spiritual freedom that Mary experienced, as well as freedom from 
discrimination she may have experienced because of her spiritually sick condi-
tion, brought Mary to agency as a follower and supporter of Jesus. Only Jesus 
has the power to deliver us from evil. Only in the name of Jesus can evil be 
overcome because Jesus’s humility conquered the pride of the evil one.
 Mary took the time to stand with Jesus at the time of Jesus’ worst suffer-
ing. Mary literally gazed upon Jesus as she stood at the foot of the cross. Jesus, 
in turn, greatly rewarded Mary with being the first to meet Him after His res-
urrection. Mary’s actions are the response of a person who has experienced the 
love of God through forgiveness, healing, deliverance, and other blessings. We 
are all impelled to give back to God in different ways.
 Saint Clare of Assisi teaches us that we can experience the love of God 
by “gazing” upon the crucified Christ. This is actually what our Lenten journey 
is all about.
 Our Lenten journey should have taken us to places deep within where 
we would have had the opportunity to gaze upon the crucified Christ and recog-
nize love, not sorrow, mercy, not justice, life, not death. This action of gazing 
leads us to surrender, to love, to faithfulness because of love. 
 The Second Reading (Colossians 3:1-4), invites us to new life through 
the power of Jesus’ resurrection: “If then you were raised with Christ, seek 
what is above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Think of what is 
above, not of what is on earth.”
 Jesus Himself left us words of exhortation in John 16:33 that beckons us 
to live in faith and in faithfulness even if we do not recognize the immediacy of 
new life: “I have told you this so that you might have peace in me. In the world 
you will have trouble, but take courage, I have conquered the world.”
 Prayer: Jesus, with arms open wide, I embrace all that You have for me 
this Easter season. Amen


