Mass |ntentions: April §O~May 6,2022

Sat. April 30

Sun. May 1

Tue. May 3
Wed. May 4
Thu. May 5
Fri. May 6

6 p.m.

7:30 a.m.

9:30 a.m.

12:30 p.m.

5:30 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
7 a.m.
7 a.m.

For Cynthia Charles, O’Ryan Joseph, and
Kishorn Duncan for God’s protection and
deliverance requested by Cynthia Charles;
& in thanksgiving to Gerald Goveia and
Brenda Bagnell, Francis Peltier, Daniel &
Linda Morrissey & Audrey Manka

For Dave Minner for God’s blessings
requested by Jan Rector; & in thanksgiving
to Christopher & Jill Hargis & Terence Shea
70th birthday blessings for Anthonia
Philip-Prosper requested by Mary
Athanase & family; & in thanksgiving to
John & Kathy Lyons & Mona Bedminster
For Zahirah James for healing; and in
thanksgiving to Joanne & Kenneth Wharry
& Cynthia Smith

For the Hispanic Community of St. John
COMMUNION SERVICE

COMMUNION SERVICE

COMMUNION SERVICE

COMMUNION SERVICE

Offer a Mass for your loved ones. Call the office at 776-6339.

St. Michael Prayer

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us
in battle, be our protection against the
wickedness and snares of the devil.
May God rebuke him we humbly pray;
and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly
host, by the divine power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits
who roam throughout the world seek-
ing the ruin of souls.

Amen.

Monday: May 2
Acts 6:8-15
Jn 6:22-29

Tuesday: May 3
1 Cor 15:1-8
Jn 14:6-14

Wednesday: May 4
Acts 8:1b-8
Jn 6:35-40

Thursday: May 5
Acts 8:26-40
Jn 6:44-51

Dailg Rcadings

Friday: May 6
Acts 9:1-20
Jn 6:52-59

Saturday: May 7
Acts 9:31-42
Jn 6:60-69

Sunday: May 8
Acts 13:14, 43-52

Rv 7:9, 14b-17
Jn 10:27-30

Stewarﬁship of | reasure

April 23 6 p.m.

April 24 7:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
12:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

If you would like to donate the SANCTUARY CANDLE or ALTAR FLOWERS in
memory of someone or in celebration of a special occasion, please call the

$478.00
$577.00
$894.00
$76.00

$144.00

office and schedule a date. A free will donation is welcome.

QOur Ladg of Charitg
fﬂomcless Shelter

With the increase of homeless
persons on the island of St. John,
OLMC in March 2020 opened

a shelter to meet this grow-

ing need. Since then, we have
housed many men. At present,
we have 8 men and 2 women. We
are asking for your help prayerful-
ly and financially.

If you would like to make a dona-
tion, please make checks payable
to:

* OLMC and mail to P.O. Box 241,
St. John, VI 00831; memo: OLMC
Shelter

* PayPal: Our Lady of Mount Car-
mel (olmc@hotmail.com)

We are seeking someone to
sponsor a security guard for our
homeless shelter. The yearly
salary for a security officer is

Peggy Melancon of Louisiana volun-
teered with Catholic Charities delivering
food in Coral Bay.

IParish Announcements

Continue to pray for the members of our body who are sick or
suffering both on and off island. May we keep them in our hearts
and in our minds. The names of the sick are posted on the bulletin
board in the back of the church.

e SECOND COLLECTION: The second collection this weekend is for the Priest
Retirement Fund.

e PRAYER MEETING: Prayer Meeting will be held at 7 p.m. Thursday, May 5,
2022, in Coral Bay at the future site of St. Therese Chapel. The speaker will
be Bianca Laurencin.

e PROJECT HOMELESS: Project Homeless Connect will be held on May 20,
2022, from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the VIPA gravel parking lot. The
homeless and less fortunate will be served. There will be mandatory volun-
teer trainings from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Thursday, May 5 and May 12 at OLMC. For
more information, contact Digna Doway, Catholic Charities case manager, at

340-775-0969.

e VOLUNTEERS: If anyone would like to volunteer in the parish, please call

Fr. Anthony in the church office.

e  MUSICIAN NEEDED: OLMC is seeking a musician to play at Masses. Call the
church office at 776-6339 for more information.

e 60th ANNIVERSARY: OLMC will celebrate our 60th anniversary in July. We
are inviting persons to tell us how OLMC has made an impact in your lives.
We will also accept photos. Email your items to olmc@hotmail.com.

e HOUSING: We are seeking housing for nuns, who will be coming to St.
John. Call the office for more information.

e MASS CARDS: Religious Education students are reminded to have their
Mass cards signed when they attend Mass by a teacher, deacon, acolyte or

priest.

For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation and Mission

$32,400.00.
o arismatic [ rayer (sroup ~
Chari ic Prayer G P
OLMC Member Birthdays You are invited to come pray,
APr;] 50_]\/‘89 6 praise, and worship our Lord
with us every Thursday at 7 p.m.
e Dominic Prosper May 1 r—
e Diane Mathurin May 2
e Dave Minner May 4 Scan this
e Denise Limoge May 4 QR Code
e Anthonia Philip Prosper May 5 . . 1
AL i to visit OLMC's
If your birthday is not listed, call the Website.

office at 776-6339.

On Sept. 7, 2021, the
Vatican released a preparatory
document and handbook for the
2023 synod on synodality to be
reviewed by all Catholic dioces-
es in the world over the next six
months.

In that document synod-
ality is described as “the form,
the style, and the structure of
the Church.”

The theme of this Syn-
od is For a Synodal Church:
Communion, Participation, and
Mission

The current Synodal Pro-
cess is guided by a fundamental
question: How does “journey-
ing together" take place today
on different levels (from the
local level to the universal one),

allowing the Church to pro-
claim the Gospel? What steps
is the Spirit inviting us to take
in order to grow as a synodal
Church? (PD, 2)

Each bishop is asked to
undertake a consultation pro-
cess with the local Church from
Oct. 17, 2021, to April 2022.

Dioceses should organize
local gatherings for “synodal
consultation,” to enable indi-
viduals to give their feedback
directly to the diocese.

Multiple parishes should
come together for these “syn-
odal consultation meetings”
so that “a range of people
from different socio-economic
backgrounds, ethnicities, age
groups” can take part.




"God as 'The Mother'?"

By Adeline Jean

The readings of this Third Sunday of Easter relate narratives that evoke
the image of God as “The Mother” revealed through the actions of the resurrected
Jesus.

Notions of God as “The Mother” can be similarly considered metaphor-
ically. God, like the average mother does, views His children hurting and tries
everything within His means to help them. Again, just like a typical mother, God
steps up and steps in to help His children, even when they are in sin, even when
they do not deserve it, and even when they do not recognize that they need help.
The average mother also self-empties herself for the sake of her children because
her children’s needs take priority. God self-emptied Himself through His Incar-
nation, by taking on flesh in the person of Jesus Christ. God’s love is the hidden
umbilical cord that connects heaven to earth, God to His children. In like manner,
a mother’s love is the invisible umbilical cord that keeps a mother united to her
children despite their age.

Jesus’ post-Resurrection appearance to His apostles when they went fish-
ing clearly depict God as “The Mother,” loving and serving in the person of Jesus.
Acting like a mother should, Jesus helps His apostles to obtain the food they need
(fish), Jesus then cooks the food for them, invites them to eat, and then feeds them
Himself! Many mothers do not even go that far for their children. In the Gospel
Reading, we learn several attributes of God “The Mother” from this narration.
First, God provides for His children’s livelihood. Second, God not only provides
what we His children need. He anticipates their needs and gives to them even
before they ask. Third, God “The Mother” goes even further to make sure we have
not only what we need. He ensures we make good use of what He has provided.

Jesus’ apostles recognize Him before He feeds them. They recognize
Him by the miracle He worked providing them with abundant fish when they
could not find any using their own efforts. This is an important lesson for us
as well. While Catholics know that Jesus feeds us with His own Body and
Blood in the Eucharist, we also know that God as “The Mother” feeds us every
day in different ways, by providing for our daily needs.

Fourth, usually mothers want the best for their children. This means they
want their children to remember all that they have taught them. Similarly, through
learning about Jesus’ way of life, God invites us to do as Jesus did — to “feed my
[His] sheep” and to “follow me [Jesus’ example].” God sent us Jesus to save us
from eternal damnation through His suffering and death. God likewise wants us to
see Jesus’ life as a model for our daily living. Just as the Holy Trinity is a family,
$0 too is Christian community. The apostles were a community and a family and
they are asked to. continue living that way after Jesus left His earthly life. We have
to follow Jesus’ way, which includes feeding His sheep.

Additionally, Mothers typically also offer unconditional love and forgive-
ness to their children. God as “The Mother” models the same. We learn that as
God is blessing us, He is simultaneously forgiving us, giving us second chances:
This is noticeable when Jesus was having breakfast with His apostles. He asked
Simon Peter three times if he loved Him. “Do you love me?” Peter had denied Je-
sus three times. Jesus did not hold this against Peter. Instead, Jesus allowed Peter
to affirm his love for Him so that each affirmation would erase each denial.

In the First Reading (Acts 5:27-32; 40b-41), Peter and the Apostles boldly
tell the Sanhedrin, “We must obey God rather than men.” This is a non-negotiable
truth. When we consider the love and respect that children usually have for their
mothers, this statement becomes all the more real. Many children will never com-
promise the love, respect, and obedience they have for their mothers. God as “The
Mother,” that is, the ultimate mother, deserves our total obedience. We too must be
ready and willing to suffer anything for God “The Mother” as we would be willing
to for our own earthly mothers. This is seen in the apostles “rejoicing that they had
been found worthy to suffer dishonor for the sake of the name.”

In the Second Reading (Psalm 30:2,5,5-6,11<12,13) we witness through
John’s vision how God is honored by the angels in heaven: “Worthy is the Lamb
that was slain to receive power and riches, wisdom and strength, honor and glory
and blessing.” This should become our mantra as well.

Prayer: God, you provide for me in ways I cannot imagine, even when I do
not deserve it. Thank you. Amen
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AT THE MARKETPLACE

Abigail Schnell O'Connell
Broker, Realtor, GRI

Complete Real Estate Services
Located in The Marketplace
holidayhomesvi.com

PH: 693.8780 FAX: 7766685
340.998.1934 s \ I

Abby@holidayhomesvi.com Ry P
Mon-Fri 7-5 . Sat 8-12

Ol eddngs & Events
Creating Moments that
. Brings Love Together

JJL Weddings & Events is an event planning and design business,
that offers decor rentals, design, and planning services for various
events.

L2 info@jjlweddings.events @ jilweddings.events

Inspired by island
beauty...

Lisa Etre VI Artist lisaetre.com

SOCIAL MAVENS

A marketing & communications agency

Your Personal Concierge

Welcome haskets, provisions, charters,
vacation planning, baby equipment,
babysitting and much more

BOSTON AGENCY
ISLAND EXPERIENCE

340-201-0029

_— o % . - . SOCIALMAVENS.COM
Caribbeanprovisions.planning@gmail.com
o> d

WESTIN ST. JOHN RESORT VILLAS -- INEXPENSIVELY
We rent more than 100 luxurious villas on the Westin St. John Resort. These
condominiums vary in size from studio, one-bedroom, two-bedroom, and
three-bedroom units, all at much lower rental fees. As our Westin villa
guest, all the facilities of the Resort are available for your use. See our
website for floorplan drawings, photos, and lots of other information.

ST. JOHN CONDQS, LLC
www.stjohncondos.com (340) 779-4218
Ms. Kevyn Salsburg

“* Please support our advertisers. Theg make this bulletin Possib]e.**
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Facebook
OLMC VI — Our Lady of Mt. Carmel

Pastor: Father Anthony Abraham
Administrative Assistant: Simonia Dagou

Rel. Ed. Coordinator: Julia Mingo

Parish Council President: Linique Dagou
Deacons: Evans Doway, Peter C. Laurencin,
Cassius Mathurin & Michael Jackson Sr.

Acolyte: Hayden Smith

Youth Group President: RayNesha Noel

Young Adults President: Shanekua Tyrell

Masses

Most Rev.
Jerome Feudjio, Bishop

Rev. Fr. Anthony
Abraham, Pastor

Weekend
Saturdays: 6 p.m. H
ours
. . Sundays: 7:30 a.m.
Week n Frcwew 9:30 am.

12:30 p.m.(CORAL BAY)

5:30 p.m. (SPANISH) | The Church is open

Youth Ministry: Mondays - Fridays:

Mondays at 4:30 p.m. Weekday 7 a.m.to 7:30 p.m.
Tuesdays at 6 p.m. Saturdays: 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Music Ministry: (CORAL BAY) | Sundays: 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

Thursdays & Fridays Office Hours

Charismatic Prayer Group: at 7a.m. . Mondays - Fridays:
Thursdays from 7 p.m.- 9:30a.m.-5p.m.
8:30 p.m. DEVOTIONS

Pastor’s Hours
Tuesdays to Fridays:
9:30a.m.-5p.m.

Eucharistic Adoration
Available 24 hours a day, 7
days a week

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays at 5 p.m.; after
Masses; or by appointment

Call for an appointment
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