
 

Parish Announcements

• SECOND COLLECTION: The second collection this weekend is for altar flow-

ers.
• PRAYER MEETING: Prayer Meeting will be held at 7 p.m. Thursday, May 12, 

2022. 
• PROJECT HOMELESS: Project Homeless Connect will be held on May 20, 

2022, from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the VIPA gravel parking lot. The 
homeless and less fortunate will be served. There will be a mandatory 
volunteer training from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Thursday, May 12 at OLMC. For more 
information, contact Digna Doway, Catholic Charities case manager, at  
340-775-0969. 

• VOLUNTEERS: If anyone would like to volunteer in the parish, please call  
Fr. Anthony in the church office.

• MUSICIAN NEEDED: OLMC is seeking a musician to play at Masses. Call the 
church office at 776-6339 for more information.

• 60th ANNIVERSARY: OLMC will celebrate our 60th anniversary in July. We 
are inviting persons to tell us how OLMC has made an impact in your lives. 
We will also accept photos. Email your items to olmc@hotmail.com.

• HOUSING: We are seeking housing for nuns, who will be coming to St. 
John. Call the office for more information.

• MASS CARDS: Religious Education students are reminded to have their 
Mass cards signed when they attend Mass by a teacher, deacon, acolyte or 
priest.

Monday: May 9

Acts 11:1-18
Jn 10:1-10

Tuesday: May 10

Acts 11:19-26
Jn 10:22-30

Wednesday: May 11

Acts 12:24--13:5a
Jn 12:44-50

Thursday: May 12

Acts 13:13-25
Jn 13:16-20

Friday: May 13

Acts 13:26-33
Jn 14:1-6

Saturday: May 14

Acts 1:15-17, 20-
26
Jn 15:9-17

Sunday: May 15

Acts 14:1-27
Rv 21:1-5a
Jn 13:31-33a,34-35

Daily Readings

Mass Intentions: May 7-13, 2022

Sat. May 7  6 p.m.  Birthday blessings for Diane Mathurin
Sun. May 8  7:30 a.m. For the Wallace family for God’s blessings  
     requested by Jan Rector; & in thanksgiving  
     to Kelly & Paulette Bulloch & Joseph &  
     Kathleen Hurley   
   9:30 a.m. In loving memory of Jeannette Mahoney  
     requested by her loving Goddaughter  
     Dr. Marcella Nunez-Smith; and for the  
     Freeman, Hanson & Stockley families  
     requested by the Stockley family
   12:30 p.m. For the Coral Bay Community
   5:30 p.m. For the Hispanic Community of St. John
Tue. May 10  6 p.m.  In thanksgiving to Carol & Brenda Tiernes  
     and Beverly & Dennis Cavanaugh
Wed. May 11  6 p.m.  In thanksgiving to Mark Dail & Cynthia  
     Charles, O'Ryan Joseph and Kishorn  
     Duncan for God's blessings and  
     deliverance requested by Cynthia Charles
Thu. May 12  7 a.m.  In thanksgiving to Outsourcing Limited  
     and Scott Killian
Fri. May 13   7 a.m.  In loving memory of Francis Steinmann  
     requested by Jan Rector

OLMC Member Birthdays
May 7-13

• Luis Parrilla   May 8
• Tom Conrad   May 8
• Gregory Edward Sr.  May 9
• Lirin Loranger  May 9
• Stephan Jean Baptiste May 13

If your birthday is not listed, call the 
office at 776-6339.

Continue to pray for the members of our body who are sick or 
suffering both on and off island. May we keep them in our hearts 
and in our minds. The names of the sick are posted on the bulletin 
board in the back of the church.

If you would like to donate the SANCTUARY CANDLE  or ALTAR FLOWERS in 
memory of someone or in celebration of a special occasion, please call the 

office and schedule a date. A free will donation is welcome.

~ Charismatic Prayer Group ~

You are invited to come pray, 
praise, and worship our Lord 

with us every Thursday at 7 p.m. 

Stewardship of Treasure
 April 30 6 p.m.   $133.00
 May 1   7:30 a.m.  $304.00
   9:30 a.m.  $1,297.00
   12:30 p.m.  $149.00   
   5:30 p.m.  $42.00

With the increase of homeless 
persons on the island of St. John, 
OLMC in March 2020 opened 
a shelter to meet this grow-

ing need. Since then, we have 
housed many men. At present, 
we have 8 men and 2 women. We 
are asking for your help prayerful-
ly and financially. 

If you would like to make a dona-

tion, please make checks payable 
to:
* OLMC and mail to P.O. Box 241, 
St. John, VI 00831; memo: OLMC 
Shelter
* PayPal: Our Lady of Mount Car-
mel (olmc@hotmail.com)
 

We are seeking someone to 
sponsor a security guard for our 
homeless shelter. The yearly 
salary for a security officer is 
$32,400.00..

Have you noticed? OLMC has added a 
new sign displaying the church's name 
on the side of the building facing  
Wharfside Village.

St. Michael Prayer

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us 
in battle, be our protection against the 
wickedness and snares of the devil. 
May God rebuke him we humbly pray; 
and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly 
host, by the divine power of God, cast 
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits 
who roam throughout the world seek-

ing the ruin of souls. 
Amen.

Scan this  

QR Code  

to visit OLMC's 

Website.

 On Sept. 7, 2021, the 
Vatican released a preparatory 
document and handbook for the 
2023 synod on synodality to be 
reviewed by all Catholic dioces-
es in the world over the next six 
months.
 In that document synod-
ality is described as “the form, 
the style, and the structure of 
the Church.”
 The theme of this Syn-
od is For a Synodal Church: 
Communion, Participation, and 
Mission
 The current Synodal Pro-
cess is guided by a fundamental 
question: How does “journey-
ing together" take place today 
on different levels (from the 
local level to the universal one), 

allowing the Church to pro-
claim the Gospel? What steps 
is the Spirit inviting us to take 
in order to grow as a synodal 
Church? (PD, 2)
 Each bishop is asked to 
undertake a consultation pro-
cess with the local Church from 
Oct. 17, 2021, to April 2022. 
 Dioceses should organize 
local gatherings for “synodal 
consultation,” to enable indi-
viduals to give their feedback 
directly to the diocese. 
 Multiple parishes should 
come together for these “syn-
odal consultation meetings” 
so that “a range of people 
from different socio-economic 
backgrounds, ethnicities, age 
groups” can take part.

For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation and Mission

Our Lady of Charity 

Homeless Shelter
New signage
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Hours

The Church is open
Mondays - Fridays:  
7 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Saturdays: 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Sundays: 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Office Hours
Mondays - Fridays:  
9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Pastor’s Hours 
Tuesdays to Fridays:  
9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Call for an appointment

Week in Preview

Youth Ministry: 
Mondays at 4:30 p.m.

Music Ministry: 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Charismatic Prayer Group: 
Thursdays from 7 p.m.-
8:30 p.m.

Masses
Weekend 

Saturdays: 6 p.m.   
Sundays:    7:30 a.m. 
     9:30 a.m. 
          12:30 p.m.(CORAL BAY)
                5:30 p.m. (SPANISH)

Weekday
Tuesdays at 6 p.m.  
                             (CORAL BAY)
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
Thursdays & Fridays  
                                   at 7 a.m.

DEVOTIONS
Eucharistic Adoration
Available 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays at 5 p.m.; after 
Masses; or by appointment

"God Has NO Favorites"

By Adeline Jean

 This Sunday’s Mass readings illustrate how God is the God of equal oppor-
tunity.
 In the Gospel Reading (John10:27-30), the context is a Jewish feast and the 
physical setting is the Temple in Jerusalem where Jesus again affirms His divine 
identity: “The Father and I are one.” Jesus had previously disclosed His identity to 
the Samaritan woman when she asked if He was the Messiah, and He responded, “I 
am he” (John 4:26). Jesus also identified Himself to the Jews as “I AM” (John 8:58). 
The affirmation Jesus makes in this reading is important because it clarifies what Je-
sus says before: “My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give 
them eternal life, and they shall never perish. No one can take them out of my hand.” 
As part of the Godhead, Jesus here establishes His authority over humankind — 
those chosen for eternal life have been established; they have the grace to know and 
to follow Jesus; no one can rob them of this grace. Because of this pronouncement, 
Jesus comes under attack as the Jewish officials attempt to stone Him (31) because 
they refuse to accept the truth of Jesus’ divinity.
 In the First Reading (Acts 13: 14, 43-52), Paul and Barnabas likewise face 
persecution from the Jewish authorities because their kerygmatic approach attract-
ed not only Jews but also Gentiles, who came to the synagogue in large numbers. 
On the first Sabbath that they preached, they attracted the Jews. However, on the 
following Sabbath, they attracted the Gentiles. This is symbolic of how the Word of 
God was proclaimed in general — first to the Jews and then to the Gentiles. Paul’s 
response to the Jewish officials who were filled with jealousy and tried to contradict 
them is similar to that of Jesus.
 Paul and Barnabas’ bold proclamation that the Word of God is meant for 
all, like Jesus’ declaration of divinity, provoked the Jewish officials to take action 
against them. They were mistreated and driven out of town.
 In the Second Reading (Revelation 9:14b-17), John describes one of his vi-
sions. This vision is that of those sheep who hear Jesus’ voice and follow Him. They 
are those Jews and Gentiles who hear the Word of God from all who travel to the 
ends of the earth and in turn chose the gift of salvation. These elect in the heavenly 
realm are from every part of the world because God has no favorites — either favor-
ite religion, race, ethnicity, class, status, or appearance. How could God have favor-
ites when He created every living creature and the entire universe? No one can stop 
the Word of God from being disseminated nor people from believing and choosing 
Christ. This is because more than an outward action, choosing Christ in an inward 
movement — from self-absorption to that of self-surrender, from head to heart.  
 Many times, we are welcomed into situations and places, secular and religious, 
only to be then persecuted, marginalized, edged out. We feel deflated, handicapped, 
and unable to pick up the pieces and move on. Despite what people do to us, no matter 
what we suffer, once we know and choose Jesus, “We know that all things work for 
good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose” (Romans 
8:28). Jesus loved amid His emotional and physical suffering. Jesus did not look at His 
circumstances. Instead, Jesus looked to His Father: “Father, if you are willing, take this 
cup away from me; still, not my will but yours be done” (Luke 22:42). Jesus invites us 
to do the same, to look up to God not across at what is consuming us.
 We should all be basking in the sunshine of this Easter season, remembering 
how the Early Church was on fire for the Lord. The apostles were bold, courageous, 
enthusiastic, and united! They had faith that could move mountains and they exer-
cised that faith in their daily living. They were listening intently to the Holy Spirit 
and generously using the gifts of the Spirit. They manifested the fruits of the Spirit, 
especially unity. The unity of the Early Church seems almost too good to be true, but 
this is what is possible when we put 100% of our faith in our omnipotent God. Like 
our loving Father, we too will have no favorites if we put our faith totally in God 
because we will see all as equal. We limit God through our limiting thoughts. God 
could achieve so much more in our lives if we only believe that he has the power to. 
God can step into circumstances and change them immediately as we see in scripture 
when Jesus instantly heals so many people. God is the same yesterday, today, and 
tomorrow because “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever” (Romans 
13:8). As Jesus reminds, “The Father and I are one.”
 Prayer: Lord, I will never again put limitations on You. You are almighty 
indeed! Amen

'I am the good 
shepherd, says 

the Lord...'


