Mass |ntentions: May 21-27,2022

Sat. May 21

Sun. May 22

Tue. May 24
Wed. May 25

Thu. May 26
Fri. May 27

6 p.m.

7:30a.m.

9:30a.m.

12:30 p.m.

5:30 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.

7 a.m.
7 a.m.

For Gloria and Eric Stockley for God's
blessings requested by the Stockley family
For Landis Wallace for God’s blessings
requested by Jan Rector

For Yolanda Morton & Claudette Prentice
for God's blessings requested by Randy
Morton

Birthday blessings for Felis Burin
requested by her family

For the Hispanic Community of St. John
For the Coral Bay Community

For the Rowe family for God's blessings
requested by Jan Rector

For the sick in our parish

For the homeless in our community

Offer a Mass for your loved ones. Call the office at 776-6339.

St. Michael Prayer

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us
in battle, be our protection against the
wickedness and snares of the devil.
May God rebuke him we humbly pray;
and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly
host, by the divine power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits
who roam throughout the world seek-
ing the ruin of souls.

Amen.

Monday: May 23
Acts 16:11-15
Jn 15:26—16:4a

Tuesday: May 24
Acts 16:22-34
Jn 16:5-11

Wednesday: May 25
Acts 17:15,22—18:1
Jn 16:12-15

Thursday: May 26
Acts 18:1-8
Jn 16:16-20

Dailg Rea&ings

Friday: May 27
Acts 18:9-18
Jn 16:20-23

Saturday: May 28
Acts 18:23-28
Jn 16:23b-28

Sunday: May 29
Acts 1:1-11

Eph 1:17-23
Lk 24:46-53

5tewar&ship of | reasure

May 14 6 p.m. $489.00

May 15 7:30 a.m. $491.00
9:30 a.m. $1,156.00
12:30 p.m. $53.00
5:30 p.m. $46.00

If you would like to donate the SANCTUARY CANDLE or ALTAR FLOWERS in
memory of someone or in celebration of a special occasion, please call the

office and schedule a date. A free will donation is welcome.
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The Department of Human Services in part-
nership with government agencies, non-prof-
its and community based homeless service
providers including Catholic Charities, held
the 2022 Project Homeless Connect on Friday,
May 20, on St. John at the Port Authorty grav-
el lot. Many services were provided including
barbering, clothing & food distribution, show-
ers, etc.

~ Charismatic Prayer (Group ~
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You are invited to come pray,

OLMC Member Birthdags

Ma9 21-27 praise, and worship our Lord
with us every Thursday at 7 p.m.

e Felicienne Burin May 22 ——
e Landis Wallace May 23
e Cassandra Moore May 24 | Scan this

If birthday is not listed, call th QG

your birthday is not listed, call the . . .
office at 776-6339. 9 TR QLG
Website.

IParish Announcements

Continue to pray for the members of our body who are sick or
suffering both on and off island. May we keep them in our hearts
and in our minds. The names of the sick are posted on the bulletin
board in the back of the church.

SECOND COLLECTION: The second collection is for St. Therese Chapel.
PRAYER MEETING: Prayer Meeting will be held at 7 p.m. Thursday, May 26,
2022, in Cruz Bay. The guest speaker will be Fr. Anthony Abraham.

THANK YOU: A special thank you to everyone who participated, volun-
teered, cooked, the restaurants that gave food, service providers and any-
one who contributed in any way to the 2022 Project Homeless Connect. It
was a huge success. Thank you!

MEMORIAL DAY: The American Legion Viggo Sewer Post No. 131 will hold
Memorial Day activities at 9 a.m. Monday, May 30, 2022, in the Frank Powell
Park. Veterans in the VI who made the sacrifice especially St. Johnians Viggo
Sewer in Korea and Kendall George in Vietnam will be honored. To partici-
pate or for more information, contact Harry Daniel at 340-514-9114.
PENTECOST RALLY: Catholic Charismatic Renewal St. Thomas-St. John will
hold their annual Pentecost Rally at 3:30 p.m. Sunday, June 5, 2022, in the
Frank Powell Park. We need assistance with getting food items for the rally.
A sign-up sheet with the list of the items is at back of the church.

COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN: The USVI Council of Catholic Women
invites all women to the second phase in the implementation of the Council
in the Diocese of St. Thomas. Come and participate in the formulation of the
bylaws as guided by our Washington Province Director. A meeting will be
held from 10 a.m. noon June 4, 2022, at the Columban Hall at Holy

Family Church. For more information, call 340-774-3166.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel has purchased land in Coral Bay

to build this chapel, which will be named, St. Therese. We
need your financial support to make this a reality.
To make a donation,

* Make checks payable to Our Lady of Mount Carmel, P.O.
Box 241, St. John, VI 00831; memo line: Coral Bay Chapel.
* PayPal: Our Lady of Mount Carmel (olmc@hotmail.com)

Donations are tax-deductible.



""Renewal in the Church Through Continuity and Growth, Not Rejection"

By Adeline Jean

This Sunday’s Mass readings evoke the images of God’s omnipresence and
transcendence, which make possible continuity and growth within the Church while
dismissing attempts at rejection.

In the First Reading (Acts 15:1-2, 22-29), the first Council of Jerusalem held
in 50 CE/AD, the impetus of which came about because some men, Jewish Christians
from Judea, were teaching Gentiles that they had to observe the Mosaic Law and Jew-
ish customs in order to be saved. The Council decided that the Gentile converts were
not obligated to observe the Mosaic laws of the Jews. The first Apostolic Decree was
issued, which is presented in this reading: “Namely, to abstain from meat sacrificed to
idols, from blood, from meats of strangled animals, and from unlawful marriage.” The
Council of Jerusalem demonstrated that the apostolic leaders we willing to compro-
mise on certain Jewish customs for the greater good, that is, the maintenance of peace
and unity in the Church.

The important fact is that the Early Church leaders changed the tradition to
accommodate the cultural reality they faced in their surroundings but moreover in the
Church. This change was debated within human limitations, but it was decided by di-
vine intervention — the power of the Holy Spirit: “It is the decision of the Holy Spirit
and of us.” God is present in the Early Church as He is present today. Not only did the
Holy Spirit guide the decision-making process; the Council also recognized that God
was present in this work of bringing the Gentiles into the Church as signs and wonders
accompanied their efforts. We read, “The whole assembly fell silent, and they listened
while Paul and Barnabas described the signs and wonders God had worked among the
Gentiles through them.” God’s omnipresence and transcendence in the Church, in the
culture, made it possible for the tradition to grow and evolve.

In essence, the Church, founded on the twelve tribes of Israel, is a renewed
Israel, therefore it is referred to as “Jerusalem.” The Church is now founded on the
twelve apostles of the Lamb who succeeded the twelve tribes. This does not mean that
the old Church has been rejected. This means that there was now a continuity of the
Church but with a renewed character. This suggests to all generations of Christians that
the Church should be constantly looking outward and inward, listening to the culture,
and renewing itself while retaining aspects of itself that are uncompromisable.

In the Gospel Reading (John 14:23-29), Jesus teaches His apostles, “Whoever
loves me will keep my word.” Jesus also taught them: “I have told you this while I am
with you. The Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name,
will teach you everything and remind you of all that I told you.” Remembering Jesus’
teachings, the Early Church leaders acted accordingly. They chose to act democrat-
ically and without bias. They choose a pool of representatives to discuss the matter,
they listened to each other, but moreover they listened to the immediate culture and the
reality of the context they faced in the Church. Furthermore, they prayed and listened
for the Holy Spirit to speak. They were then confident that the decision they made was
God’s because God was part of the decision-making process in the person of the third
person of the Trinity. The Church leaders then spoke with a Spirit of Boldness assuting
their followers that their decision was based on human inspiration and divine guid-
ance. This process sets the standard for Church-related decision-making: discuss the
issue; discern what God is saying about this issue; decide on the action.needed.

In the Second Reading (Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23) John describes the New
Jerusalem. In the sentence preceding this reading, the angel describes the holy city of
Jerusalem to John as the bride of Christ. The earthly Church and the heavenly Church
being described similarly. The Church, at every step of its evolution, seeks to be the
New Jerusalem to its members, not forgetting where it has come from, what it has
endured, what it has effected, but moving toward all it can be in a particular time and
place. The Church is the renewed, not the rejected, Israel that is depicted as Jerusalem,
which is founded on “the twelve apostles and the Lamb.”” The Church thus enjoys
continuity and renewal, not rejection.

The Church is not a building, but the People of God who are imbued with and
empowered by the Spirit, and who are always seeking continuity and renewal in their
commitment to and faith in the Church universal without rejecting its history, tradition,
and foundation.

Prayer: Lord, use me to build up the Church with my prayer and hard work,
not to tear it down with criticism and disintetest. Amen
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THE MARKETPLACE

Abigail Schnell O'Connell
Broker, Realtor, GRI

Complete Real Estate Services
Located in The Marketplace

holidayhomesvi.com i

PH: 693-8780 FAX: 776-6685
340.998.1934

Abby@holidayhomesvi.com

Mon-Fri 7-5 . Sat 8-12

Ol eddngs & Events
Creating Moments that
. Brings Love Together

JJL Weddings & Events is an event planning and design business,
that offers decor rentals, design, and planning services for various
events.

L@ info@jjlweddings.events @ jilweddings.events

Inspired by island
beauty...

Lisa Etre VI Artist lisaetre.com

SOCIAL MAVENS

A marketing & communications agency

Your Personal Concierge

Welcome haskets, provisions, charters,
vacation planning, baby equipment,
babysitting and much more

BOSTON AGENCY
ISLAND EXPERIENCE

340-201-0029

_— o % . - . SOCIALMAVENS.COM
Caribbeanprovisions.planning@gmail.com
feheg o}

WESTIN ST. JOHN RESORT VILLAS -- INEXPENSIVELY
We rent more than 100 luxurious villas on the Westin St. John Resort. These
condominiums vary in size from studio, one-bedroom, two-bedroom, and
three-bedroom units, all at much lower rental fees. As our Westin villa
guest, all the facilities of the Resort are available for your use. See our
website for floorplan drawings, photos, and lots of other information.

ST. JOHN CONDQS, LLC
www.stjohncondos.com (340) 779-4218
Ms. Kevyn Salsburg

** F!ease support our advertisers. Theg make this bulletin Possib]e.**
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Connect with us on social media

@

Facebook
OLMC VI — Our Lady of Mt. Carmel

Instagram
@parish.in.paradise

©

Youtube
OLMC VI Virgin Islands

Pastor: Father Anthony Abraham
Administrative Assistant: Simonia Dagou

Rel. Ed. Coordinator: Julia Mingo

Parish Council President: Linique Dagou
Deacons: Evans Doway, Peter C. Laurencin,
Cassius Mathurin & Michael Jackson Sr.

Acolyte: Hayden Smith

Youth Group President: RayNesha Noel

Young Adults President: Shanekua Tyrell

Rev. Fr. Anthony

Most Rev.

Jerome Feudjio, Bishop Masses Abraham, Pastor
Weekend
Saturdays: 6 p.m. H
ours
. . Sundays: 7:30a.m.
Week n Frcwew 9:30 a.m.

12:30 p.m.(CORAL BAY)

5:30 p.m. (SPANISH) | The Church is open

Youth Ministry: Mondays - Fridays:

Mondays at 4:30 p.m. Weekday 7 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Tuesdays at 6 p.m. Saturdays: 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Music Ministry: (CORAL BAY) | Sundays: 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

Thursdays & Fridays Office Hours

Charismatic Prayer Group: at 7a.m. . Mondays - Fridays:
Thursdays from 7 p.m.- 9:30a.m.-5p.m.
8:30 p.m. DEVOTIONS

Pastor’s Hours
Tuesdays to Fridays:
9:30a.m.-5p.m.

Eucharistic Adoration
Available 24 hours a day, 7
days a week

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays at 5 p.m.; after
Masses; or by appointment

Call for an appointment

"My peace, | give to you."
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John 14:23-29
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“TOGETHER BUILDING THE. KINGDOM OF GOD?



