Mass |ntentions: Julg 9-15,2022

Sat. July 9
Sun. July 10

Tue. July 12
Wed. July 13

Thu. July 14

Fri. July 15

6 p.m.
7:30 a.m.

9:30 a.m.

12:30 p.m.

5:30 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.

7 a.m.

7 a.m.

For Derrick Laurent and family for God'’s
blessings and deliverance

For the MacHugh family for a special intention
requested by the Vazquez family; and 40th
wedding anniversary blessings for Deacon
Mike and Cheri Jackson

Birthday blessings for Lindon Dagou & Kitori

Thomas requested by the Dagou and Athanase

families; in thanksgiving to God for good
health & healing requested by Verna Dagou;
birthday blessings for Melita Crabbe
requested by Verna Dagou; and in loving

memory of Gustavo Fagundo requested by the

Khoury & Fagundo families

For the DiAngelis family for healing requested
by the Vazquez family

For the Hispanic Community on St. John
22nd wedding anniversary for Joe and Ceci
Cooley requested by the Vazquez family
For David & Glori D. for God's healing,
deliverance & conversion requested by the
Vazquez family

For the Huntley family for God's healing,
deliverance & conversion requested by the
Vazquez family

For the Schlossser family for God's healing,
deliverance & conversion requested by the
Vazquez family

Offer a Mass for your loved ones. Call the office at 776-6339.

St. Michael Prayer

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us
in battle, be our protection against the
wickedness and snares of the devil.
May God rebuke him we humbly pray;
and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly
host, by the divine power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits
who roam throughout the world seek-
ing the ruin of souls.

Amen.

Monday: July 11
Is 1:10-17
Mt 10:34--11:1

Tuesday: July 12
Is 7:1-9
Mt 11:20-24

Wednesday: July 13
Is 10:5-7, 13b-16
Mt 11:25-27

Thursday: July 14
Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19
Mt 11:28-30

Dailg Rcacﬁngs

Friday: July 15
Is 38:1-6, 21-22,
7-8

Mt 12:1-8

Saturday: July 16
Mi 2:1-5
Mt 12:14-21

Sunday: July 17
Gn 18:1-10a

Col 1:24-28
Lk 10:38-42

5tewar&ship of | reasure

July 2 6 p.m. $299.00

June 3 7:30 a.m. $437.00
9:30 a.m. $1,540 .00
12:30 p.m. $237.00
5:30 p.m. $46.00

If you would like to donate the SANCTUARY CANDLE or ALTAR FLOWERS in

memory of someone or in celebration of a special occasion, please call the
office and schedule a date. A free will donation is welcome.

2022 Sacrament of Confirmation

The Most Rev. Jerome Feudjio, Bishop of the
Diocese of St. Thomas, conferred the Sacrament
of Confirmation upon OLMC students Malena
Del Olmo, Naheem Modeste and Liandra Dagou
on Sunday, July 3, 2022. The Mass was concel-
ebrated by Fr. Anthony Abraham and Deacons
Evans Doway and Peter C. Laurencin.
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You are invited to come pray,
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OLMC Member Birthdays praise, and worship our Lord
Ju19 9-15 with us every Thursday at 7 p.m
I
e Bianca Laurencin  July 9
e Cindy Antolino July 10 Scan this T
e Kitori Thomas July 13 E "-.'|
QR Code —e
If your birthday is not listed, call the to VlS%t OLMC's
office at 776-6339. Website.

Parish Announcements

Continue to pray for the members of our body who are sick or
suffering both on and off island. May we keep them in our hearts
and in our minds. The names of the sick are posted on the bulletin
board in the back of the church.

SECOND COLLECTION: The second collection is for altar flowers.
PARISH MISSION: OLMC will hold a parish mission at 6:30 p.m. July 12-14 at
the church. Fr. John Mark will be the speaker.
CORAL BAY MASS: Mass on Tuesday, July 12 will be in Cruz Bay followed by
the Parish Mission.
PRAYER MEETING: There will not be any Prayer Meeting on Thursday, July
14 because of the Parish Mission.
RSVP: We need a count of persons attending the anniversary dinner on
Saturday, July 16. Please sign up at the back of the church or call the church
office.
MEN'S PANTS: Catholic Charities St. John needs men's pants sizes 32 to 38;
and also, new boxers sizes medium to extra-large.
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL: If anyone is interested in joining the St. Vincent De
Paul Society, please sign up at the back of the church or call the church
office. St. Vincent De Paul Society helps those in need while maintaining
confidentiality.
HOUSING: We are seeking housing for nuns, who will be coming to St. John.
Call the office for more information.
MEMBER REGISTRATION: Please fill out a parish registration form if you are
not registered or if your information needs to be updated.
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'A Christian’s Life Mission: Extend Love and Mercy to All'
By Adeline Jean

This Sunday’s Mass readings teach that mercy is believers’ life’s purpose.

In the First Reading (Deuteronomy 30:10-14) we hear just one of the sermons on the
Law of Moses that was composed most likely while the Israelites were in exile in Babylon.
“Deuteronomy’’ means “Second Law.” Moses reminds the Israelites to heed the written law,
the commandments, that the Lord Himself gave to them. He also suggests that this written law
is not something foreign, something that cannot be perceived or understood without special
assistance. Rather, Moses guarantees, “It is something very near to you, already in your mouths
and in your hearts; you have only to carry it out.” Moses thus advises the Israelites that the
law is something that they have both learned and memorized, as well as internalized, thereby
nurturing their informed conscience. Living according to the law is thus something that should
come naturally to believers in God. This message is equally appropriate to Christian believers
of all generations. We are encouraged to consider that what we learn about our faith through-
out our lives, when memorized and reflected on, will become internalized and then naturally
appropriated. When our belief system becomes a way of life, love and mercy are its fruits.
Though we may know the law, believe in it, and practice it, we don’t judge others (believers
and non-believers) based on our belief system.

In the Gospel Reading (Luke 10:25-37), Jesus teaches us through illustration that
mercy (which is an extension of love) is our life’s purpose. When a teacher of the law (most
likely one of the Scribes) asked Jesus what is necessary to inherit eternal life, Jesus defers to
the law that encompasses all others: “You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart,
with all your being, with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbor as your-
self.” If we love God, we will automatically love our neighbor (everyone God brings into our
path) as ourselves. We learn this through the parable of the Good Samaritan that Jesus shares in
response to the question asked. The priest and Levite, both holy men, did not even attempt to
help the man who was beaten and left for dead at the side of the road. Yet, a Samaritan, a most
unlikely person in Jesus’ day to be highlighted as a hero, is portrayed as a true hero, the one
who shows himself or herself as bigger and better than evil, as heroes normally do.

Jesus purposely makes a Samaritan the hero of His parable. As Jesus tells in the parable, a man
is beaten and robbed on the road as he went from Jerusalem to Jericho. Symbolically, this is
the road that connects believers (Jews who worship in Jerusalem) to non-believers (pagans of
the historical Jericho that was first to be conquered as the Hebrew people entered Canaan). By
no coincidence, in the parable, a Levite and priest (both serving in the Jerusalem Temple, the
priest having more duties) and a Samaritan are travelling on the same road, symbolizing that
Jesus places them on equal standing — all travel the same road in life, regardless of their back-
ground and stature. As each encounter the battered man at the side of the road, the priest and
the Levite simply ignore the man and cross to the other side of the road. Their actions suggest
that not only were they indifferent to the man’s suffering, they chose to distance themselves
from him even further, physically and emotionally.

However, the Samaritan, who is accustomed to being shunned by the Jewish people,
did not himself shun the assaulted man in his time of need because he empathized with his
situation. The Samaritan was merciful. He literally extended his hand of mercy, and then by his
actions of paying for the man to be housed and cared for, he extended his mercy beyond what
the average person would do or expect. Love of neighbor made mercy possible. After Jesus
shared the parable with the scholar of the law, Jesus ends by giving him a life lesson: “Go and
do likewise.” Jesus does not just invite the scholar to a life of mercy. Jesus invites us all. Jesus
calls us to do as He does. We are not to see others suffer and chose to distance ourselves from
them physically and emotionally. We are meant to care for them the best we can.

As an allegory, Jesus is like the Samaritan in this parable. Jesus is rejected by the Jewish lead-
ers because He is not one of them. However, Jesus is the hero in the Gospels. Jesus is the one
who identifies those in need, the ones that are invisible or ignored by the Jewish leaders, and
Jesus acts. Jesus acts out of love and extends mercy. Because Jesus has suffered at the hands
of the Jewish leaders, Jesus, like the Samaritan, also easily recognizes those who are suffering
because those who suffer empathize with each other.

While the Gospel Reading presents Jesus as the example of mercy in His earthly life,
the Second Reading (Colossians 1:15-20) portrays Jesus as mercy itself in His divinity, who
embraces everyone and everything as “neighbor.” Jesus is the firstborn of all creation, as well
as the firstborn from the dead. That is, Jesus is mediator of creation and of redemption. In
both of these roles, Jesus is mercy itself because Jesus is victorious over darkness. Jesus’ light
is victorious over the darkness that preceded creation: “The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness has not overcome it” (John 1:5), illustrating that even before anything came into
existence, Jesus was already the advocate for all creation. Moreover, “All things were created
through him and for him,” and “in him all things hold together.” Jesus is also victorious over
the darkness of eternal damnation: “As to his death, he died to sin once and for all; as to his
life, he lives for God. Consequently, you too must think of yourselves as [being] dead to sin
and living for God in Christ Jesus” (Romans 6:10-11 ). The victory of Jesus’s cross embraced
out of love is also the site of Jesus’ mercy, “for in him all the fullness was pleased to dwell, and
through him to reconcile all things for him, making peace by the blood of his cross.”

Prayer: Lord, may I never look the other way, but instead see you in all who suffer. Amen.
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Abigail Schnell O'Connell
Broker, Realtor, GRI

Lecated in The Marketplace

halidayhemesvi.caom

340.998.1924
AbbyBholidayhomesvi com
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beauty

lisaetre.com

Lisa Evee VI Artist

Your Personal Concierge

YWeleome haskels, provisions, charLers,
vacalion planning, baby equipment,
bBabysitling amd much more

340-201-00249

Caribbeanprovisions.planningigmail .eom

St. John
Hardware
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PH: 693-8780 FAX: 776-6685

Come See Us For All Your Hardware Needs
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SOCIAL MAVENS

A marketing & communications agency

BOSTOM AGENGY
ISLAND EXPERIENCE

SOCIALMAYVENS COM

WESTIN ST. JOHN RESORT VILLAS - INEXPENSIVELY
We rent more than 100 Tuxurious villas on the Westin St. John Resort. These
condominiums vary in size from studio, ong-bedroom, two-bedroom, and
three-bedroom units, all at much lower rental fees, As our Westin villa
guest, all the facilities of the Resor are available for your use. See our
website for floorplan drawings, photos, and lots of other information,

ST. JOHN CONDOS, LLC

wiw. st johncondos. com

(340) 779-4218
Ms. Kevyn Salsburg

“* Please support our advertisers. Theg make this bulletin Possib]e.**
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Diocese of St. Thomas in the Virgin Islands
P.O. Box 241, 5AA-5AB Cruz Bay, St. John, U.S.V.l. 00831-0241
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OLMC VI — Our Lady of Mt. Carmel

Pastor: Father Anthony Abraham
Administrative Assistant: Simonia Dagou

Rel. Ed. Coordinator: Julia Mingo

Parish Council President: Linique Dagou
Deacons: Evans Doway, Peter C. Laurencin,
Cassius Mathurin & Michael Jackson Sr.

Acolyte: Hayden Smith

Youth Group President: RayNesha Noel

Young Adults President: Shanekua Tyrell

Masses

Most Rev.

Rev. Fr. Anthony
Jerome Feudjio, Bishop

Abraham, Pastor

Weekend
Saturdays: 6 p.m. H
ours
. . Sundays: 7:30 a.m.
Weck n Frcwew 9:30 am.

12:30 p.m.(CORAL BAY)

5:30 p.m. (SPANISH) | The Church is open

Youth Ministry: Mondays - Fridays:

Mondays at 4:30 p.m. Weekday 7 a.m.to 7:30 p.m.
Tuesdays at 6 p.m. Saturdays: 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Music Ministry: (CORAL BAY) | Sundays: 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

Thursdays & Fridays Office Hours

Charismatic Prayer Group: at 7a.m. . Mondays - Fridays:
Thursdays from 7 p.m.- 9:30a.m.-5p.m.
8:30 p.m. DEVOTIONS

Pastor’s Hours
Tuesdays to Fridays:
9:30a.m.-5p.m.

Eucharistic Adoration
Available 24 hours a day, 7
days a week

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays at 5 p.m.; after
Masses; or by appointment

The 00;/ §marifan

Call for an appointment

pemptousia.com
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“TOGETHER BUILDING THE KINGDOM OF GOD?



