Mass |ntentions: Julg 17-2%,2021

Sat. July 17 6 p.m. For Louise Philbert and family for God’s
blessings & traveling mercies
Sun. July 18 7:30 a.m. anniversary blessings for Veronica & Alan
Bell; & for Henderson Charles for healing
requested by Sandra Donaie
9:30a.m. Birthday blessings for Veronica Germain
12:30 p.m. For the Coral Bay Community
Tue. July 20 6 p.m. For the sick in our parish
Wed. July 21 6 p.m. OLMC Parish
Thu. July 22 7 a.m. In loving memory of Anya DeVerteuil
requested by Pearl DeVerteuil
Fri. July 23 7 a.m. For the homeless in our community

Offer a Mass for your loved ones. Call the office at 776-6339.

St. Michael Prayer

St. Michael the Archangel, defend
us in battle, be our protection
against the wickedness and snares
of the devil.

May God rebuke him we humbly
pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
Heavenly host, by the divine power
of God, cast into hell Satan and all
the evil spirits who roam through-
out the world seeking the ruin of
souls.

Amen.

Monday: July 19
Ex 14:5-18
Mt 12:38-42

Friday: July 23
Ex 20:1-17
Mt 13:18-23

Dailg Rea&ings

Tuesday: July 20

Ex 14:21--15:1 Saturday: July 24
Mt 12:46-50 Ex 24:3-8
Mt 13:24-30

Wednesday: July 21
Ex 16:1-5, 9-15

Mt 13:1-9 Sunday: July 25
2 Kgs 4:42-44
Thursday: July 22 Eph 4:1-6

Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor
5:14-17 n 6:1-15
Jn20:1-2,11-18

Stewarcjship of | reasure

July 10 6 p.m. $642.00
July 11 7:30 a.m. $588.00
9:30 a.m. $1,319.50
12:30 p.m. $65.00
—

If you would like to donate the SANCTUARY CANDLE or ALTAR FLOWERS in
memory of someone or in celebration of a special occasion, please call the

office and schedule a date. A free will donation is welcome.
I

This Is your last chancellll

OLMC

;§§g i o ey
S | ON-LINE AUCTION!
$500 ==

VALUE

now through July 18th at 10 pm

' DEADLINE
EXTENDED

slauction.or

The University of the Virgin Islands
and Iowa State University ask you to

participate in a survey on how you
handle beef products in your home.
OLMC Member Birthdags Scan QR code with your phone cam-
Julg 17-2% era. The survey takes 10-15 minutes to
Janice Mathurin July 17 complete. Questions to Lillian Nab-
Desmond Charles July 19 wiire (+15156867174). Thank you.
Vincentia Laurencin July 19
LaNique Charles July 21
Verna Dagou July 22
If your birthday is not listed, call the

office at 776-6339.

Parish Announcements

Continue to pray for the members of our body who are sick or
suffering both on and off island. May we keep them in our hearts
and in our minds. The names of the sick are posted on the bulletin
board in the back of the church.

BISHOP NEIL: Bishop Neil Scantlebury will celebrate Mass at OLMC on
Wednesday, July 21, 2021, at 6 p.m.

PRAYER MEETING: Prayer Meeting will be held at 7 p.m. Thursday, July 22,
2021. Ayanna Griffith will give a talk on “Spiritual Warfare and the Church
Family: We are one in which spirit.” This is the last talk in a four-part series.
Bring your Bibles.

STEEL PAN: OLMC will be offering steel pan classes to children, youth and
adults. If you are interested in learning how to play the steel pan, please sign
up at the back of the church.

MEMBER REGISTRATION: Please fill out a parish registration form if you are
not registered or if your information needs to be updated.

PHONE CALLS: Parishioners can expect to receive phone calls from Parish
Council members just to check in and update your information.
TITHES/OFFERINGS: If anyone would like to give their tithes, you can:

¢ A. Drop your offering envelope in the church mailbox on the office
door

¢ B. Mail it to the church at P.O. Box 241, St. John, VI 00831

e C. PayPal: Our Lady of Mount Carmel (olmc@hotmail.com)

e D. Online giving: www.myowngiving.com/Default.aspx?cid=1390

Our Lady of Mount Carmel has purchased land in Coral Bay
to build this chapel, which will be named, St. Therese. We
need your financial support to make this a reality.
To make a donation,
* Make checks payable to Our Lady of Mount Carmel, P.O.
Box 241, St. John, VI 00831; memo line: Coral Bay Chapel.
* PayPal: Our Lady of Mount Carmel (olmc@hotmail.com)
* Online giving: www.myowngiving.com/Default.aspx-
?cid=1390
Donations are tax-deductible.



""AD: 'Shepherds Needed: Please Contact (G) O-D to Apply'"

By Adeline Jean

This Sunday’s Mass Readings bring to the fore the reality that we all need
shepherds to provide effective leadership in order that we blossom where we are planted,
whether in home, parish, work, local, or international communities, to realize our life
vocation. We cannot become all we were created to be without substantial leadership. This
is why we cannot live divided or separated. We need community with the right leadership
necessary for us to realize our life mission. From the time of creation God has modelled
the importance of community: First, Father, Son, and Spirit are all actively involved in
creation; second, as God’s last creative work, God created Adam and determined that it
was not good for him to live alone, so God created Eve. What makes the difference in any
person’s life is the leadership he or she was exposed to — parents, teachers, clergy, men-
tors, employers, and the like, but also, Jesus.

In the First Reading (Jeremiah 23:1-6), while in exile in Babylon, Jeremiah, as
a prophet and therefore spokesperson for God, expresses God’s views on the shepherds
of the Hebrew people. These are the kings who held the leadership positions. Biblical
thought recognizes kings as God’s, the Supreme Shepherd’s, surrogates or administrative
deputies on earth. Through Jeremiah, God accuses these kings of poor leadership, which
led to the afflictions, captivity, and deportation of the Hebrew people to Babylon, a pagan
land: They “mislead and scatter the flock of my pasture.” However, God promises to
restore to the Hebrew people their homeland, to appoint new shepherds to shepherd them,
but, most of all, to “raise up a righteous shoot to David; as king he shall reign and govern
wisely, he shall do what is just and right in the land” and he shall be called “The LORD
our justice.” This new king will be Jesus Christ, Son of God and Savior in His divinity,
but the king who is the model of justice and love in His humanity. God does the same for
us — when we have not been exposed to positive leadership in our lives, which results in
serious negative consequences as we mature, God understands. God gives us the grace to
choose Jesus as our shepherd. It’s our choice to respond to this gift of grace.

In the Gospel Reading (Mark 6:30-34), we encounter the living Jesus of justice
and love who was foretold by Jeremiah. Jesus, recognizing that He and His apostles need-
ed time to rest and eat, suggests that they go off together to a deserted place. Here, Jesus
shows concern for those close to Him. To Jesus’ surprise, the crowds that were following
them arrived at this place of refuge even before Jesus and His apostles did. When Jesus
saw them “his heart was moved with pity for them, for they were like sheep without a
shepherd; and he began to teach them many things.” Here, Jesus shows concern for every-
one in need. These are sheep who are lacking leadership, so they are like sheep without a
shepherd, similar to the Hebrew people in exile. However, the Hebrew people in exile in
Jeremiah’s time had no temple for worship, no rabbis to turn to for guidance, and no king
to lead them. To the contrary, though the Hebrew people in Jesus’ time had a Temple for
worship and rabbis who provided guidance and leadership, Jesus described them sheep
without a shepherd. This says a great deal about how Jesus thought about the Jewish lead-
ers in His time. They had titles and worldly power, but had nothing spiritually substantial
to give to their followers. They were so preoccupied with upholding the Mosaic law, that
they forgot to be human, to. love. How do we view the shepherds/religious leaders in our
time? Are they similar to the ones Jesus criticizes? Do we appreciate and/or make good
use of the good shepherds who lead usin Church? Do we appreciate the fact that Jesus
cares for all alike because with Jesus there’s no Christian or non-Christian?

In the Second Reading (Ephesians 2:13-18); Paul describes how, by Jesus’ very
existence, He makes right all that is wrong with the shepherds, the Jewish leaders of His
time. Paul writes about Jesus:

For he is our peace, he who made both [Jews and Gentiles] one
and broke down the dividing wall of enmity, through his flesh,
abolishing the law with its commandments and legal claims,

that he might create in himself one new person in place of the two,
thus establishing peace, and might reconcile both with God,

in one body, through the cross, putting that enmity to death by it.

In the scripture passages just prior to those in this Second Reading, Paul explains
how the Gentiles did not have Israel’s expectation of a messiah, covenants like those
made between God and Israel, nor knowledge of God or hope of salvation. However,
Jesus transcends these religious discrepancies and barriers between the Jews and the Gen-
tiles by abolishing the Mosaic covenant-law. As such, Jesus now makes possible a single
religious community that is filled with and led by the Spirit.

When we make Jesus as leader, Lord, and master of our lives, we are setting up
ourselves for success. If we allow Jesus, give Him the power to work within us to help us
lead fulfilling and enriching lives so as to allow usto realize our potential as children of
God, we have set ourselves up for success.

Prayer: “The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.” (Responsorial
Psalm, Psalm 23)

HOLIDAY HOMES
e St. John

Abigail Schnell O'Connell
Broker, Realtor, GRI a r wa re
Complete Real Estate Services —~———

Located in The Marketplace
. . AT THE MARKETPLACE
holidayhomesvi.com

PH: 693-8780 FAX: 776-6685
340.998.1934

Abby@holidayhomesvi.com

Mon-Fri 7-5 . Sat 8-12

Are you looking
for an electrician?

Call Jeremy Kleewein
at 340-473-9226.

‘ ”W s by snd No job is too small.

Lisa Etre VI Artist lisaetre.com

<‘€?

SOCIAL MAVENS

A marketing & communications agency

Your Personal Concierge

Welcome haskets, provisions, charters,
vacation planning, baby equipment,
babysitting and much more

BOSTON AGENCY
ISLAND EXPERIENCE

340-201-0029

_— o % . - . SOCIALMAVENS.COM
Caribbeanprovisions.planning@gmail.com
feheg o}

WESTIN ST. JOHN RESORT VILLAS -- INEXPENSIVELY
We rent more than 100 luxurious villas on the Westin St. John Resort. These
condominiums vary in size from studio, one-bedroom, two-bedroom, and
three-bedroom units, all at much lower rental fees. As our Westin villa
guest, all the facilities of the Resort are available for your use. See our
website for floorplan drawings, photos, and lots of other information.

ST. JOHN CONDQS, LLC
www.stjohncondos.com (340) 779-4218
Ms. Kevyn Salsburg

** F!ease support our advertisers. Theg make this bulletin Possib]e.**
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Pastor: Father Anthony Abraham
Administrative Assistant: Simonia Dagou

Rel. Ed. Coordinators: Julia Mingo & Jessica Schnell
Parish Council President: Michael Jackson Sr.
Deacons: Evans Doway, Peter C. Laurencin,
Cassius Mathurin & Michael Jackson Sr.

Acolyte: Hayden Smith

Youth Group President: Kitori Thomas

Young Adults President: Shanekua Tyrell

Most Rev. H
Jerome Feudjio, Bishop ours

Rev. Fr. Anthony
Abraham, Pastor
The Church is open

Mondays - Fridays: 7 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Saturdays: 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Sundays: 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Office Hours
Mondays - Fridays: 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Pastor’s Hours
Tuesdays to Fridays: 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Call to set up an appointment SRS Y
R R
Masscs Simonia Dagou
Weekend Admln_lstratlve
Assistant

Saturdays: 6 p.m.
Sundays: 7:30a.m.
9:30 a.m.
12:30 p.m.(Coral Bay)

Weekday
Tuesdays at 6 p.m. (CORAL BAY)
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
Thursdays & Fridays at 7 a.m.

DEVOTIONS :
Eucharistic Adoration Deacon Michael Jackson Sr.
Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week OLMC Project Manager

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays at 5 p.m.; after Masses; or by
appointment

Week in Preview

Youth Ministry:
Mondays at 5 p.m.

Music Ministry:
S| Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

il = ) Digna Doway
Deacon Cassius Mathurin . .
Stationed: Holy Family ~ Charismatic Prayer Group: Case Manager, St. John
Thursdays from 7 p.m.-8:30 p.m. Catholic Charities

“TOGETHER BUILDING THE KINGDOM OF GOD”



