
 

Parish Announcements

• SECOND COLLECTION: The second collection is for Our Lady of Charity 
Homeless Shelter. 

• PRAYER MEETING: Prayer Meeting will be held at 7 p.m. Thursday, August 4 
in Cruz Bay. A talk by Dr. Carol Razza will be shown.

• COOK NEEDED: Catholic Charities St. John needs a cook. If you are interest-
ed, call Digna Doway at 340-775-0969.

• FUNERAL: Funeral services for William "Santa" Monelle will be held at 10 
a.m. Saturday, August 6, 2022, at St. Therese Chapel in Coral Bay. Burial will 
follow in Calabash Boom Cemetery. We need assistance with building San-

ta's tomb. If anyone can help, please call the church office at 340-776-6339. 
Also, if anyone needs transportation to the funeral, sign up at the back of 
the church.

• CASSI HILL: Holy Family Church will celebrate the 75th anniversary of the 
Patronal Feast of Our Lady of Cassi Hill on Sunday, August 14. All will gather 
at 2 p.m. at Four Winds Plaza for the procession. The procession will begin 
at 2:30 p.m. from Four Winds Plaza up Cassi Hill to Holy Family's Shrine. A 
closing Mass will be celebrated at 3:30 p.m. in the church. If anyone is inter-
ested in attending this event, please sign up at the back of the church.

• MEN'S PANTS: Catholic Charities St. John needs men's pants sizes 32 to 38; 
and also, new boxers sizes medium to extra-large.

Monday: Aug. 1                                      
Jer 28:1-17
Mt 14:13-21

Tuesday: Aug. 2
Jer 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22
Mt 14:22-36

Wednesday: Aug. 3
Jer 31:1-7
Mt 15:21-28

Thursday: Aug. 4

Jer 31:31-34
Mt 16:13-23

Friday: Aug. 5

Na 2:1,3; 3:1-3, 
6-7
Mt 16:24-28 

Saturday: Aug. 6

Dn 7:9-10, 13-14
2 Pt 1:16-19
Lk 9:28b-36

Sunday: Aug. 7 

Wis 18:6-9
Heb 11:1-2, 8-19
Lk 12:32-48

Daily Readings

Mass Intentions: July 30-August 5, 2022

Sat. July 30  6 p.m.  Birthday blessings for Mary "Ignace"  
     Dalmida
Sun. July 31  7:30 a.m. For OLMC benefactors
   9:30 a.m. For OLMC parishioners
   12:30 p.m. For the Coral Bay Community
   5:30 p.m. For the Hispanic Community on St. John
Tue. August 2  6 p.m.  For the Coral Bay Community
Wed. August 3  6 p.m.  For the sick in our parish
Thu. August 4  7 a.m.  Blessings for Fr. Anthony Abraham on his  
     anniversary to the priesthood
Fri. August 5   7 a.m.  Birthday blessings for Leh'ron Lewis and  
     God's blessings for Diane Lewis requested  
     by Mary Dalmida

Offer a Mass for your loved ones. Call the office at 776-6339. 

OLMC Member Birthdays
July 30-August 5

• Mary Dalmida  July 31
 

If your birthday is not listed, call the 
office at 776-6339.

Continue to pray for the members of our body who are sick or 
suffering both on and off island. May we keep them in our hearts 
and in our minds. The names of the sick are posted on the bulletin 
board in the back of the church.

If you would like to donate the SANCTUARY CANDLE  or ALTAR FLOWERS in 
memory of someone or in celebration of a special occasion, please call the 

office and schedule a date. A free will donation is welcome.

~ Charismatic Prayer Group ~

You are invited to come pray, 
praise, and worship our Lord 

with us every Thursday at 7 p.m.. 

Stewardship of Treasure
 July 23  6 p.m.   $439.00
 July 24  7:30 a.m.  $391.00
   9:30 a.m.  $1,114.00
   12:30 p.m.  $117.00
   5:30 p.m.  $88.00 
   

Sister Petronilla Joseph and Sis-

ter Allison of the Corpus Christi 
Carmelite Order in Trinidad 
spent a week at Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Catholic Church 
at the invitation of Fr. Anthony 
Abraham. During that week, the 
Sisters participated in the 60th 
anniversary activities, attended 
Mass, cooked in the soup kitch-

en, and more.

Visiting nuns from Trinidad

St. Michael Prayer

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us 
in battle, be our protection against the 
wickedness and snares of the devil. 
May God rebuke him we humbly pray; 
and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly 
host, by the divine power of God, cast 
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits 
who roam throughout the world seek-

ing the ruin of souls. 
Amen.

Scan this  

QR Code  

to visit OLMC's 

Website.

 On Sept. 7, 2021, the 
Vatican released a preparatory 
document and handbook for the 
2023 synod on synodality to be 
reviewed by all Catholic dioces-
es in the world over the next six 
months.
 In that document synod-
ality is described as “the form, 
the style, and the structure of 
the Church.”
 The theme of this Syn-
od is For a Synodal Church: 
Communion, Participation, and 
Mission
 The current Synodal Pro-
cess is guided by a fundamental 
question: How does “journey-
ing together" take place today 
on different levels (from the 
local level to the universal one), 

allowing the Church to pro-
claim the Gospel? What steps 
is the Spirit inviting us to take 
in order to grow as a synodal 
Church? (PD, 2)
 Each bishop is asked to 
undertake a consultation pro-
cess with the local Church from 
Oct. 17, 2021, to April 2022. 
 Dioceses should organize 
local gatherings for “synodal 
consultation,” to enable indi-
viduals to give their feedback 
directly to the diocese. 
 Multiple parishes should 
come together for these “syn-
odal consultation meetings” 
so that “a range of people 
from different socio-economic 
backgrounds, ethnicities, age 
groups” can take part.

For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation and Mission



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic Church Established: July 16, 1962 

Diocese of St. Thomas in the Virgin Islands
P.O. Box 241, 5AA-5AB Cruz Bay, St. John, U.S.V.I. 00831-0241

Tel.: 340-776-6339   •   Fax: 340-693-7685   •   Emer.: 340-626-4135
Web: www.olmcvi.org   •   E-mail: olmc@hotmail.com 

The Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time •   Year C  • July 30-31, 2022

Most Rev.  
Jerome Feudjio, Bishop

Pastor: Father Anthony Abraham
Administrative Assistant: Simonia Dagou
Rel. Ed. Coordinator: Julia Mingo
Parish Council President: Linique Dagou
Deacons: Evans Doway, Peter C. Laurencin, 
Cassius Mathurin & Michael Jackson Sr.
Acolyte: Hayden Smith
Youth Group President:  RayNesha Noel
Young Adults President:  Shanekua Tyrell

Rev. Fr. Anthony
 Abraham, Pastor

Connect with us on social media

               Instagram                  Facebook               Youtube

    @parish.in.paradise                  OLMC VI — Our Lady of Mt. Carmel              OLMC VI Virgin Islands  

“TOGETHER  BUILDING  THE  KINGDOM  OF  GOD”** Please support our advertisers. They make this bulletin possible.**

Hours

The Church is open
Mondays - Fridays:  
7 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Saturdays: 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Sundays: 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Office Hours
Mondays - Fridays:  
9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Pastor’s Hours 
Tuesdays to Fridays:  
9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Call for an appointment

Week in Preview

Youth Ministry: 
Mondays at 4:30 p.m.

Music Ministry: 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Charismatic Prayer Group: 
Thursdays from 7 p.m.-
8:30 p.m.

Masses
Weekend 

Saturdays: 6 p.m.   
Sundays:    7:30 a.m. 
     9:30 a.m. 
          12:30 p.m.(CORAL BAY)
                5:30 p.m. (SPANISH)

Weekday
Tuesdays at 6 p.m.  
                             (CORAL BAY)
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
Thursdays & Fridays  
                                   at 7 a.m.

DEVOTIONS
Eucharistic Adoration
Available 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays at 5 p.m.; after 
Masses; or by appointment

'Are you rich in what matters to God?'
By Adeline Jean

 This Sunday’s Mass readings challenge all Christians with four simple words, 
“all things are vanity” (First Reading), which echo differently in all the readings.
 In the First Reading (Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23), the word “vanity” is the focus, 
a word that appears thirty-seven times in this book, thus indicating its importance to the 
author. He rejects wisdom’s stress on hard work if it encourages all work with no time 
for relaxation. One reason for this is the reality that amassed wealth is not guaranteed to 
endure or to satisfy. The author believes that what is needed is a balance between work 
and rest. The author questions the wisdom of the following in this reading while himself 
providing the same answer for all questions raised, “all things are vanity”: Does it make 
sense to work hard just to leave the fruits of your labor to someone else? What is really 
gained by overworking and stressing over how to make more and more money? What’s 
the point of working so hard that at night one cannot even have peace of mind? The ex-
pression, “vanity of vanities,” is a Hebrew superlative (expresses a very high degree of a 
quality) articulating the highest degree of uselessness.
 In the Gospel Reading (Luke 12: 13-21), Jesus, the author of life, offers the 
same life lesson presented in Ecclesiastes, that is, all things are vanity. When a man in 
the crowd (a crowd to whom Jesus is teaching valuable life lessons and spiritual survival 
tools) asks Jesus to tell his brother to share his inheritance with him, Jesus replies, “Take 
care to guard against all greed, for though one may be rich, one’s life does not consist 
of possessions.” Since everything we have in life are possessions, then Jesus is saying 
that all of our possessions are vanity, anything we own, especially possessions held in 
excess by those who can afford to have more than what is really needed. Jesus then tells 
the crowd the “Parable of the Rich Fool” who decided to tear down his old barns to build 
bigger ones so he could store away his excess harvest for use at a later date, not knowing 
that he was going to die that very night. This rich man depicts vanity in his over-reliance 
on material possessions, in his presumed ability to provide for himself, and for his belief 
that life is his to control.
 Jesus ends His parable with the main point of His teaching, which can be con-
sidered as the main point of all of His teachings during His public ministry — that all 
people are called to be rich in what matters to God. Because when we are rich in what 
matters to God, everything that Jesus teaches become possible in out lives. In every 
area of our lives — education, career, vocation, family life, private and public life, and 
pastimes, our aim should always be, “How can I be the best that I can be so that God is 
honored by my thoughts, words, actions, and deeds?” If God is the motivation, the cen-
ter, and the purpose of all that we are and all that we do, we will indeed be rich in what 
matters to God. What matters to God is our self-surrender to God’s will, our humility, 
our self-emptying, our self-giving, our self-denial, our acts of faith, hope, and love, our 
charity, our obedience, our giving of our all to God and to those to whom we are called 
to serve. We should be able to look at people who have a lot of possessions (material 
possessions, fame, titles) and have no envy, have no desire to be like them or to have 
what they have because we believe what we have we are meant to have. God does not 
give to any of us any less or any more of what He desires us to have. As such, needless 
worrying, envy, and jealously will cease to preoccupy us as we will measure our worth 
as how we anticipate God does. We will seek to please no one else but God. We will 
come to recognize all things as vanity.
 Moreover, what should matter the most to us is the heavenly treasure that is wait-
ing for us once we accept to consider all things as rubbish except for loving and having a 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
 In the Second Reading (Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11), Paul can be considered as ex-
panding on Jesus’ words that we must be rich in what matters to God by his highlighting 
that Jesus’ resurrection victory has won for us the freedom to choose what is above, what 
is priceless, and to reject all that is below, all that is of earthly value. What is needed is a 
spiritual remake—our lives being made over to reflect Christ’s possession of our lives. 
When we focus on the meaning and power of Christ’s resurrection, we will start to look 
beyond religious divides, avoid religious evaluations, and look instead at what unites hu-
manity. Our biggest goal in life would not be how we can outdo others in terms of wealth, 
success, fame, titles, and the like, but instead how would it be possible for us to “appear 
with him [Christ] in glory.” This is our biggest investment in life. It is the investment to 
live in eternity. Everything we do in life must add up and multiply spiritually so we can 
attain this goal. If our lived experiences do not contribute to this investment, then we are 
heading in the wrong direction, have the wrong priorities, and have the wrong under-
standing of life.
 Prayer: Jesus, may I become wise so that I will become rich in what matters to 
God and shun worldly desires. Amen
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'The Parable  

of the Rich Fool'


