Mass |ntentions: August 6-12,2022

Sat. August 6 6 p.m. Birthday blessings for Claudia Verdant
requested by her family
Sun. August 7 7:30 a.m. Birthday blessings for Mary Joseph and
God’s blessings for Laurie Joseph
requested by the family
9:30a.m. Birthday blessings for Linique Dagou and
Derek Athanase requested by their family
12:30 p.m. For the Coral Bay Community
5:30 p.m. For the Hispanic Community on St. John
Tue. August 9 6 p.m. COMMUNION SERVICE
Wed. August 10 6 p.m. COMMUNION SERVICE
Thu. August 11 7 a.m. COMMUNION SERVICE
Fri. August 12 7 a.m. COMMUNION SERVICE

Offer a Mass for your loved ones. Call the office at 776-6339.

St. Michael Prayer

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us
in battle, be our protection against the
wickedness and snares of the devil.
May God rebuke him we humbly pray;
and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly
host, by the divine power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits
who roam throughout the world seek-
ing the ruin of souls.

Amen.

Monday: Aug. 8
Ez 1:2-5, 24-28c
Mt 17:22-27

Friday: Aug. 12
Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63
Mt 19:3-12

Dail9 Readings

Tuesday: Aug. 9
Ez 2:8--3:4
Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14

Saturday: Aug. 13
Ez 18:1-10, 13b,

Stewar&ship of | reasure

July 30 6 p.m.

July 31 7:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
12:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

$381.00
$584.00
$816.00
$93.00
$40.00

I
If you would like to donate the SANCTUARY CANDLE or ALTAR FLOWERS in
memory of someone or in celebration of a special occasion, please call the

office and schedule a date. A free will donation is welcome.
I

For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation and Mission

On Sept. 7, 2021, the
Vatican released a preparatory
document and handbook for the
2023 synod on synodality to be
reviewed by all Catholic dioces-
es in the world over the next six
months.

In that document synod-
ality is described as “the form,
the style, and the structure of
the Church.”

The theme of this Syn-
od is For a Synodal Church:
Communion, Participation, and
Mission

The current Synodal Pro-
cess is guided by a fundamental
question: How does “journey-
ing together" take place today
on different levels (from the
local level to the universal one),

allowing the Church to pro-
claim the Gospel? What steps
is the Spirit inviting us to take
in order to grow as a synodal
Church? (PD, 2)

Each bishop is asked to
undertake a consultation pro-
cess with the local Church from
Oct. 17, 2021, to April 2022.

Dioceses should organize
local gatherings for “synodal
consultation,” to enable indi-
viduals to give their feedback
directly to the diocese.

Multiple parishes should
come together for these “syn-
odal consultation meetings”
so that “a range of people
from different socio-economic
backgrounds, ethnicities, age
groups” can take part.

Wednesday: Aug. 10 30-32
2 Cor 9:6-10 Mt 19:13-15
Jn 12:24-26

Thursday: Aug. 11
Ez 12:1-12
Mt 18:21--19:1

Sunday: Aug. 14
Jer 38:4-6, 8-10
Heb 12:1-4

Lk 12:49-53

OL MC Member Bir’chdags
August 6-12

Christine Barbich Aug. 6
Claudia Verdant Aug. 8
Derek Athanase Aug. 8
Micaela Benta Aug. 9
Mary Joseph Aug. 11
Linique Dagou Aug. 12
Chemica Otto Aug. 12

~ (Charismatic Prayer (Group ~
Y P

You are invited to come pray,
praise, and worship our Lord
with us every Thursday at 7 p.m.

|
Scan this 1o
QR Code _.j, e j
to visit OLMC's
Website.

Parish Announcements

Continue to pray for the members of our body who are sick or
suffering both on and off island. May we keep them in our hearts
and in our minds. The names of the sick are posted on the bulletin
board in the back of the church.

e SECOND COLLECTION: The second collection is for the Priest Retirement
Fund.

e PRAYER MEETING: Prayer Meeting will be held at 7 p.m. Thursday, August
11 in Cruz Bay. We will continue the talk by Dr. Carol Razza.

e COOK NEEDED: Catholic Charities St. John needs a cook. If you are interest-
ed, call Digna Doway at 340-775-0969.

e CASSI HILL: Holy Family Church will celebrate the 75th anniversary of the
Patronal Feast of Our Lady of Cassi Hill on Sunday, August 14. All will gather
at 2 p.m. at Four Winds Plaza for the procession. The procession will begin
at 2:30 p.m. from Four Winds Plaza up Cassi Hill to Holy Family's Shrine. A
closing Mass will be celebrated at 3:30 p.m. in the church. If anyone is inter-
ested in attending this event, please sign up at the back of the church.

e QUADRILLE: If any child, youth or adult is interested in learning quadrille,
please sign up at the back of the church. Quadrille practice for the children
and youth will be held at 9:30 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 13 at the church.

e MEN'S PANTS: Catholic Charities St. John needs men's pants sizes 32 to 38;
and also, new boxers sizes medium to extra-large.

e ST. VINCENT DE PAUL: If anyone is interested in joining the St. Vincent De
Paul Society, please sign up at the back of the church or call the church
office. St. Vincent De Paul Society helps those in need while maintaining
confidentiality.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel has purchased land in Coral Bay
to build this chapel, which will be named, St. Therese. We
need your financial support to make this a reality.

To make a donation,

* Make checks payable to Our Lady of Mount Carmel, P.O.
Box 241, St. John, VI 00831; memo line: Coral Bay Chapel.
* PayPal: Our Lady of Mount Carmel (olmc@hotmail.com)

Donations are tax-deductible.



"What Faith Can Do!'
By Adeline Jean

This Sunday’s Mass readings illustrate a different type of intercession, not
praying but acting — intercession through intervention exercised in faith.

In the First Reading (Wisdom 18:6-9), the author, an unnamed Jew resid-
ing in the Alexandrian Jewish community, is reminding the Jews of their previous
demise when they suffered under Egyptian subjugation. He stresses that despite the
seemingly hopeless situation they faced, God rescued them. The author seeks to
enlighten his fellow believers who are undergoing suffering and persecution at the
hands of mainly renegade Jews who are being influenced by Hellenism. Hellenism
was the spread of Greek culture (mainly language and philosophy) through the Med-
iterranean region, which came into conflict with the Christian beliefs and practices
of the Early Church. The author is here reminding believers that through the Exodus,
which really began on the night of the Passover, God showed them mercy because
he delivered them from slavery into freedom. The author suggests that the faithful-
ness of the Hebrew people, the ancestors of the current Early Church believers, won
them favor with God. The author hopes that amid their current suffering, believers
will put their faith in God, who is a saving God, the same faith that was demonstrat-
ed by their “fathers,” Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

In the Second Reading (Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19), the unknown author of He-
brews also writes with a similar purpose as did the author of Wisdom — to remind
the members of the Early Church to not lose faith in God who is a faithful God.
They are encouraged to have the faith in God like Abraham did. His faith never wa-
vered despite the internal and external challenges he faced. The author here recog-
nizes the danger of apostacy (falling away from faith) among Christian believers, not
due to external forces, such as the socio-cultural context, but because of internal and
purposeful indifference to their Christian calling and the demands of the Christian
life.

God keeps His promises, and more than anything, God promises eternal life
to all who choose to accept His grace, freely given. The realization that all of God’s
promises to us in this life really points us to the life that we will live in eternity, is
often hard to understand or to accept. We pray many prayers, offer novenas, and
make sacrifices. However, what we frequently miss is the fact that everything we
do in this life, our earthly homeland, is in preparation for life in our heavenly home-
land, which it is believed Christians are aspiring to. Christian believers must there-
fore be cognizant of managing their own lives and their domestic church/their home
life so that they will be ready to manage the affairs of God in His home on earth, the
Church, in preparation for life in His heavenly home.

In the Gospel Reading (Luke 12: 32-48), Jesus goes further by teaching us
that it is not only necessary to have faith; it is also necessary to exercise that faith by
believing in God’s power to provide both our earthly and our heavenly needs. Jesus
provides the formula needed for living by faith in total reliance on God’s provi-
dence. First, we must sell our belongings, which implies placing our daily survival
in the hands of God. We can sell our belongings so that we become free from materi-
alism and the false security of material possessions, or we can “sell” our belongings
by giving alms, giving them to those in need. Then, our new treasure will be all that
we are doing to make God’s kingdom a reality on earth through God’s earthly house-
hold, the Church.

Second, we are cautioned, we are called to be spiritually prepared at all
times to trade our earthly household for God’s heavenly household. We have to be
vigilant because “of that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven,
nor the Son, but the Father alone” (Matthew 24:36). Jesus adds, “You also must be
prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come.” We must
act responsibly at all times. This means living and waiting in anticipation like the
Hebrew people did on the night of Passover, with our sandals on our feet, ready to
leave this life at any moment (Exodus 12:11). Third, we must be ready to give in
proportion to what we receive. When God gives us a lot in terms of possessions that
are to be managed for the common good, knowledge, and gifts of the Spirit to work
in His earthly vineyard, God will be expecting us to stop at nothing in what we will
do for Him and for others.

Prayer: Jesus, increase my faith because without faith my life is just like a
skeleton without flesh — a frame without being. Amen
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WESTIN ST. JOHN RESORT VILLAS - INEXPENSIVELY
We rent mare than 100 luxurious villas on the Westm St. John Resort. These
condominiums vary in size from studio, ong-bedroom, two-bedroom, and
three-bedroom units, all at much lower rental fees, As our Westin villa
guest, all the facilities of the Resor are available for your use. See our
website for floorplan drawings, photos, and lots of other information,

ST. JOHN CONDOS, LLC

wiw. st johncondos. com

(340) 779-4218
Ms. Kevyn Salsburg
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Instagram
@parish.in.paradise

Most Rev.
Jerome Feudjio, Bishop

Week n Freview

Youth Ministry:
Mondays at 4:30 p.m.

Music Ministry:
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Charismatic Prayer Group:

Thursdays from 7 p.m.-
8:30 p.m.

Connect with us on social media

©

Facebook
OLMC VI — Our Lady of Mt. Carmel

©

Youtube
OLMC VI Virgin Islands

Pastor: Father Anthony Abraham
Administrative Assistant: Simonia Dagou

Rel. Ed. Coordinator: Julia Mingo

Parish Council President: Linique Dagou
Deacons: Evans Doway, Peter C. Laurencin,
Cassius Mathurin & Michael Jackson Sr.

Acolyte: Hayden Smith

Youth Group President: RayNesha Noel

Young Adults President: Shanekua Tyrell

Masses

Rev. Fr. Anthony
Abraham, Pastor

Weekend
Saturdays: 6 p.m.
Sundays: 7:30 a.m. Hours
9:30 a.m.

12:30 p.m.(CORAL BAY)

5:30 p.m. (SPANISH) | The Church is open

Mondays - Fridays:

Weekday 7a.m.to7:30 p.m.
Tuesdays at 6 p.m. Saturdays: 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
(CORAL BAY) | Sundays: 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
Thursdays & Fridays
at7a.m.

Office Hours
Mondays - Fridays:
9:30a.m.-5p.m.
DEVOTIONS
Eucharistic Adoration
Available 24 hours a day, 7
days a week
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays at 5 p.m.; after
Masses; or by appointment

Pastor’s Hours
Tuesdays to Fridays:
9:30a.m.-5p.m.

Call for an appointment

Be Ready

x: ‘-“

sermons.faithlife.com

“TOGETHER BUILDING THE. KINGDOM OF GOD?



