
Parish AnnouncementsStewardship of Treasure

Monday: Aug. 31
1 Cor 2:1-5 
Lk 4:16-30

Tuesday: Sept. 1
1 Cor 2:10b-16
Lk 4:31-37

Wednesday: Sept. 2
1 Cor 3:1-9
Lk 4:38-44

Thursday: Sept. 3
1 Cor 3:18-23
Lk 5:1-11

Daily Readings

Mass Intentions: Aug. 29-Sept. 4, 2020 
Sat. Aug. 29  6 p.m.  Anniversary blessings for Marcella and  
     Francis Samuel requested by their families
Sun. Aug. 30  7:30 a.m. In loving memory of Nancy Parton  
     requested by Joy Parton
   9:30 a.m. For Timisa Swan for healing & deliverance  
     requested by Karen Swan
Tue. Sept. 1  7 a.m.  In thanksgiving to Archbishop Roberto  
     Gonzalez requested by Deacon Michael &  
     Cheri Jackson
Wed. Sept. 2  7 a.m.  For Angie Zareas for God’s protection &  
     blessings 
Thu. Sept. 3  7 a.m.  For the Regis family for healing & God’s  
     blessings
Fri. Sept. 4   7 a.m.  For Abigail Cyntje for God’s deliverance &  
     healing requested by Virginie Cyntje

Offer a Mass for your loved ones. Call the office at 776-6339. 

Aug. 23 8:30 a.m. $360.00

Our Lady of Mount Carmel thanks all 
those who are donating plants to the 

church. Thank you for your generosity.

TO ALL OUR PARISHIONERS AND VISITORS, IN LIGHT OF THIS 
CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC, PLEASE STAY SAFE. MASKS ARE 
REQUIRED TO ATTEND MASSES. SOCIAL DISTANCING WILL BE 
IN EFFECT. MY PRAYERS ARE WITH ALL OF YOU. GOD BLESS.

Continue to pray for the members of our body who are sick or 
suffering both on and off island. May we keep them in our hearts 
and in our minds. The names of the sick are posted on the bulletin 
board in the back of the church.

If you would like to donate the SANCTUARY CANDLE  or ALTAR FLOWERS in 
memory of someone or in celebration of a special occasion, please call the 

office and schedule a date. A free will donation is welcome.

Thank you for your offerings. May God bless you.

Charismatic Prayer group

You are invited to come pray, praise, 
and worship our Lord with us every 

Thursday at 7 p.m. 

• MASS TIMES: As per Gov. Bryan’s orders, the church is limited to 10 
people. Masses will be held at 7 a.m. Tuesday to Friday; at 6 p.m. Satur-
day and at 7:30 and 9:30 a.m. Sunday. Call the church office to sign up if 
you would like to attend Mass. The Masses will also be live streamed on 
Facebook and YouTube. 

• ST. THERESA FUNDRAISING: We are starting a fundraising campaign com-
mittee for St. Therese in Coral Bay. If you are interested in being on the 
committee, call the church office.

• TITHES/OFFERINGS: If anyone would like to give their tithes, you can:
• A. Drop your offering envelope in the church mailbox on the office door
• B. Mail it to the church at P.O. Box 241, St. John, VI 00831
• C. PayPal: Our Lady of Mount Carmel (olmc@hotmail.com)
• D. Online giving: https://www.myowngiving.com/Default.aspx?cid=1390

Michael Jackson Sr. was ordained a Perma-
nent Deacon on Sunday, Aug. 16, 2020, by 
Most Rev. Roberto Gonzalez, Archbishop 
of the Archdiocese of San Juan, Puerto 
Rico.

OLMC Member Birthdays
Week of Aug. 29-Sept. 4

• Benedicta Leon  Aug. 31
• Rochelle Eugene  Sept. 1
• Deacon Evans Doway Sept. 2
• Brenda Eugene  Sept. 3 

 
If your birthday is not listed, call the office 

at 776-6339.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel has purchased land in Coral 
Bay to build this chapel, which will be named, St. Therese. 
To make a donation, make checks payable to Our Lady of 

Mount Carmel, memo line: Coral Bay Chapel. 
Donations are tax-deductible.

The men...

Friday: Sept. 4
1 Cor 4:1-5
Lk 5:33-39

Saturday: Sept. 5
1 Cor 4:6b-15
Lk 6:1-5

Sunday: Sept. 6
Ez 33:7-9 
Rom 13:8-10
Mt 18:15-20

Ordination to the Permanent Diaconate
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‘Being duped is a good thing’  
by Adeline Jean

 This Sunday’s Mass readings speak volumes of what being duped 
by God entails. One dictionary definition of “duped” is that of being used to 
carry out the designs of another. This is the definition that seems appropriate 
here because when the Lord dupes us, it leads naturally to a life of service 
that accomplishes His designs.
 In First Reading (Jeremiah 20: 7-9) we hear the voice of one who has 
been duped, who has “fallen head over heels” for the Lord: “You duped me, 
O LORD, and I let myself be duped.” Here, Jeremiah seemingly speaks of 
being “tricked” by the Lord so that the Lord’s plans will be accomplished. 
He describes, “It becomes like fire burning in my heart, imprisoned in my 
bone. I grow weary holding it in, I cannot endure it.” In the Gospel Read-
ing (Matthew16:21-27) we hear the voice of the one who dupes. Here Jesus 
describes what is expected of the person who is duped: “Whoever wishes 
to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. For 
whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my 
sake will find.” While this may appear to be a tall order to fill, Jesus promis-
es the ultimate reward for such a sacrifice: “I will repay all according to his 
conduct.” In the Second Reading (Romans12:1-2), we hear the voice of one 
who has been duped encouraging others to live the life that enables them to 
not only open themselves to the loving relationship that comes because they 
allow themselves to be duped, but also the lifestyle that such duping should 
encourage. Paul says, “Offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
pleasing to God...Do not conform yourselves to this age.”
 These reflections made me ponder on my own encounter with the 
Lord that culimated with a Life in the Spirit seminar over 25 years ago. That 
encounter began the process of my falling in love with the Father, Son, and 
Spirit. This occurred on the eve of Jubilee 2000, which, by no coincidence, 
coincided with the last three years of the twentieth century being each ded-
icated to one of the persons in the Trinity. After that encounter, by God’s 
grace, I was able to offer my entire life as a living sacrifice. I joined several 
ministries at church because I had a burning desire to serve God through 
serving others. I sacrificed my weekend nights, once my party nights, to 
spending time with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. I longed for the Lord 
and sought after him as a person in love longs to be in constant communica-
tion with, and in the company of, a person he or she loves. 
 Then, my biggest burning desire evolved. This was my desire to 
write. I felt inexplicable joy when I wrote reflectons about my encounters 
with the Lord in everyday life. This lead to my writing these weekly reflec-
tons in this bulletin. Fr. Anthony Abraham took the risk of inviting me to 
write this weekly reflecton simply trusting in the Spirit that my writing was 
indeed inspired by God. At that time, I was not enrolled in a PhD program 
for theology. That calling came after. More so, my Spirit-filled inspirations 
lead to thw writing and publishing of my first book, JESUS Speaks To Me: 
Whispers of Mercy, Whispers of Love. The thrill of witnessing for the Lord 
can only be balanced by the excitement of others to read about your love 
story with the Lord. Every thing we write and do for the Lord is part of that 
love story that is being developed and built up into a complete story. Every 
love story with the Lord must be shared. As I teach my students of literary 
analysis, a piece of writing is of no value unless someone reads it because 
that is what gives value to writing. 
 Prayer: Lord, let me fall in love with you over and over again. Amen 
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Hours
The Church is open
Mondays - Fridays:  
7 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Saturdays: 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Sundays: 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Office Hours
Mondays - Fridays: 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Pastor’s Hours 
Tuesdays to Fridays: 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Call to set up an appointment

Week in Preview
Youth Ministry: 
Mondays at 5 p.m.

Music Ministry: 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Charismatic Prayer Group: 
Thursdays from 7 p.m.-8:30 p.m.

Masses
Weekend 

Saturdays: 6 p.m.   
Sundays:  7:30 a.m. & 9:30 a.m.
                  12:30 p.m. (Coral Bay) 
         

Weekday
Tuesdays at 6 p.m. (Coral Bay) & 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
Thursdays & Fridays at 7 a.m.

DEVOTIONS
Eucharistic Adoration
Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays at 5 p.m.; after Masses; or by 
appointment
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