
 

Parish Announcements

• SECOND COLLECTION: The second collection is for the Solidarity Fund for 
the Church in Africa. 

• PRAYER MEETING: Prayer Meeting will be held at 7 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 22 
in Cruz Bay. A talk by Fr. Anthony Abraham from the Hope Conference will 
be shown.

• RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: We are accepting registration for new students for  
Religious Education. Forms are available at the back of the church. Classes 
will begin on Saturday, Sept. 24, at 10 a.m. Parents are asked to attend the 
first session.

• RCIA: We are accepting registration for RCIA classes. These classes are for 
adults who would like to become a Catholic; adult Catholics who may not 
have made their First Communion or Confirmation; or Catholics who may 
want to know more about their faith. Classes will begin on Sept. 26. Please 
call the church office to sign up at 340-776-6339.

• YOUTH GROUP: Youth Group meeting is held on Mondays at 4:30 p.m. 
Youth ages 11-18 are welcome.

• STEEL PAN: Steel pan for youth will resume on Tuesday, Sept. 27 at 5:30 
p.m.

• COOK NEEDED: Catholic Charities St. John needs a cook. If you are interest-
ed, call Digna Doway at 340-775-0969.

• QUADRILLE: If any child, youth or adult is interested in learning quadrille, 
contact Julia Joseph-Mingo at 340-626-2936 for more information.

Monday: Sep. 19 
Prv 3:27-34
Lk 8:16-18

Tuesday: Sept. 20
Prv 21:1-6, 10-13
Lk 8:19-21

Wednesday: Sept. 21
Eph 4:1-7, 11-13
Mt 9:9-13 

Thursday: Sept. 22

Eccl 1:2-11
Lk 9:7-9

Friday: Sept. 23

Eccl 3:1-11
Lk 9:18-22

Saturday: Sept. 24

Eccl 11:9--12:8
Lk 9:43b-45

Sunday: Sept. 25

Am 6:1a, 4-7
1 Tm 6:11-16
Lk 16:19-31

Daily Readings

Mass Intentions: Sept. 17-23, 2022
Sat. Sept. 17  6 p.m.  For Jennie O'Bryan for healing
Sun. Sept. 18  7:30 a.m. For Catherine & Anthony Mathurin for healing  
     requested by Madeline Marsh & family; &  
     birthday blessings for Rowe Nacis requested  
     by Mary Roberts
   9:30 a.m. Birthday blessings for Leilani Richards  
     requested by her family
   12:30 p.m. For the Coral Bay Community
   5:30 p.m. For the Hispanic Community on St. John
Tue. Sept. 20  6 p.m.  COMMUNION SERVICE
Wed. Sept. 21  6 p.m.  COMMUNION SERVICE
Thu. Sept. 22  7 a.m.  COMMUNION SERVICE
Fri. Sept.23   7 a.m.  COMMUNION SERVICE

Offer a Mass for your loved ones. Call the office at 776-6339. 

OLMC Member Birthdays
Sept. 17-23

• Leilani Richards Sept. 18
• Deborah Maximin Sept. 19
• Ed August  Sept. 21
• Lisa Etre  Sept. 23
• 

If your birthday is not listed, call the 
office at 776-6339.

Continue to pray for the members of our body who are sick or 
suffering both on and off island. May we keep them in our hearts 
and in our minds. The names of the sick are posted on the bulletin 
board in the back of the church.

If you would like to donate the SANCTUARY CANDLE  or ALTAR FLOWERS in 
memory of someone or in celebration of a special occasion, please call the 

office and schedule a date. A free will donation is welcome.

~ Charismatic Prayer Group ~

You are invited to come pray, 
praise, and worship our Lord 

with us every Thursday at 7 p.m.. 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel has purchased land in Coral Bay 
to build this chapel, which will be named, St. Therese. We 

need your financial support to make this a reality.
To make a donation,

* Make checks payable to Our Lady of Mount Carmel, P.O. 
Box 241, St. John, VI 00831; memo line: Coral Bay Chapel.
* PayPal: Our Lady of Mount Carmel (olmc@hotmail.com)

Donations are tax-deductible.

Stewardship of Treasure
 Sept. 10  6 p.m.   $342.00
 Sept. 11  7:30 a.m.  $477.00
    9:30 a.m.  $913.00
    12:30 p.m.  $131.00
    5:30 p.m.  $79.00
    

St. Michael Prayer

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us 
in battle, be our protection against the 
wickedness and snares of the devil. 
May God rebuke him we humbly pray; 
and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly 
host, by the divine power of God, cast 
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits 
who roam throughout the world seek-
ing the ruin of souls. 
Amen.

Scan this  

QR Code  

to visit OLMC's 

Website.

 On Sept. 7, 2021, the 
Vatican released a preparatory 
document and handbook for the 
2023 synod on synodality to be 
reviewed by all Catholic dioces-
es in the world over the next six 
months.
 In that document synod-
ality is described as “the form, 
the style, and the structure of 
the Church.”
 The theme of this Syn-
od is For a Synodal Church: 
Communion, Participation, and 
Mission
 The current Synodal Pro-
cess is guided by a fundamental 
question: How does “journey-
ing together" take place today 
on different levels (from the 
local level to the universal one), 

allowing the Church to pro-
claim the Gospel? What steps 
is the Spirit inviting us to take 
in order to grow as a synodal 
Church? (PD, 2)
 Each bishop is asked to 
undertake a consultation pro-
cess with the local Church from 
Oct. 17, 2021, to April 2022. 
 Dioceses should organize 
local gatherings for “synodal 
consultation,” to enable indi-
viduals to give their feedback 
directly to the diocese. 
 Multiple parishes should 
come together for these “syn-
odal consultation meetings” 
so that “a range of people 
from different socio-economic 
backgrounds, ethnicities, age 
groups” can take part.

For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation and Mission
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Hours

The Church is open
Mondays to Fridays:  
7 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Saturdays: 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Sundays: 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Office Hours
Mondays to Fridays:  
9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Pastor’s Hours 
Tuesdays to Fridays:  
9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Call for an appointment

Week in Preview

Youth Ministry: 
Mondays at 4:30 p.m.

Music Ministry: 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Charismatic Prayer Group: 
Thursdays from 7 p.m.-
8:30 p.m.

Masses
Weekend 

Saturdays: 6 p.m.   
Sundays:    7:30 a.m. 
     9:30 a.m. 
          12:30 p.m.(CORAL BAY)
                5:30 p.m. (SPANISH)

Weekday
Tuesdays at 6 p.m.  
                             (CORAL BAY)
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
Thursdays & Fridays  
                                   at 7 a.m.

DEVOTIONS
Eucharistic Adoration
Available 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays at 5 p.m.; after 
Masses; or by appointment

'God Sees, God Understands, God Acts'
By Adeline Jean

 
 This Sunday’s Mass readings remind us that God is active in our lives so 
even when we don’t see Him or feel Him, He’s acting on our behalf through His mer-
cy.
 In the First Reading (Amos: 8:4-7), The Lord reveals that He is always on 
the side of the weak, the disadvantaged, the defenseless because God is a just God. 
Because God is on the side of the less fortunate, God will always give them victory. 
The Responsorial Psalm (Psalm113) promises, “He raises the needy from the dust, 
lifts the poor from the ash heap.” This promise is not always realized nor is it always 
evident. It is not for us to understand how or when. God works in His own way and 
time. God is a God of mercy, so with God, all things are possible (Matthew 19:26).  
 The Gospel Reading (Luke 16: 1-13) affirms, “The person who is trustworthy 
in very small matters is also trustworthy in great ones.” Justice and justness are never 
changing and are not exercised in varying degrees because we are either just or not. 
God expects us as Christians to be just and fair at all times in every circumstance. 
When we prove that we can be trusted with little matters, God will entrust us with 
even bigger tasks because we have proven ourselves as faithful stewards of God’s 
work. God is the only employer in the world. Whether we are aware of it or not, 
everyone works for God. Do we really believe that we get a job because we have an 
impressive resume or because we have connections? Christian believers must trust 
that God is in control of every aspect of our lives and that He assigns us to the places 
where He can use us the best based on the talents He has endowed us with. The best 
track to career advancement is being successful in the small matters that God has 
entrusted us with. Then, God will advance our career and take us to new levels where 
we will be entrusted with even more. Any other path is based on our own efforts to 
accomplish what we think we deserve. This equates with pride and desire for power.  
 This reading also advises , “No servant can serve two masters. He will either 
hate one and love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve both God and mammon.” As in the First Reading, one cannot engage in fraud-
ulent business practices, spend the Sabbath worshipping God, and then return to the 
same business practices after. At the same time, believers cannot victimize employ-
ees and take advantage of customers and then take the unfairly earned profits gained 
from low wages and high prices to donate to church organizations under the pretense 
of charity. This is the equivalent of serving God and mammon.
 In the Second Reading (1Timothy 2:1-8), we see that the duty of all Chris-
tians is to be intercessors for everyone, including those in authority. Why? Because 
we are all accountable to God for what we have done and not done. The prayer of 
intercessors can change circumstances. The world is becoming more and more unjust 
at all levels from government to small business. Unjust governmental and unfair 
business practices are becoming the norm, and many Christians work for govern-
mental and other organizations at different levels as passive partakers in these types 
of questionable practices. This reading makes it clear that intercessory prayer is vital 
for living in peace, either in personal or communal contexts. Through intercessory 
prayer, we work in partnership in God in His plan of salvation. However, there is 
only “one mediator between God and men [women], the man Christ Jesus, who gave 
himself as ransom for all.” Jesus is the master intercessor. His earthly life was an 
intercession itself because divinity took on human nature in an effort to change the 
circumstances of humanity. That’s the purpose of intercession — to change circum-
stances.    
 Greek philosopher Socrates has said, “An unexamined life is not worth 
living.” Theological ethics is concerned with how people should be and should act, 
while also considering what they should avoid. As such, theological ethics considers 
the implication of the Christian faith for human action in the world. Christian faith 
stresses the dignity of the human person. Accordingly, the question of how people 
should act humanely is therefore connected with Christian faith. Christians must 
examine their lives to see if they are living up to the moral and ethical standards of 
their Christian faith. This is important because an unexamined life lacks meaning and 
purpose. Morals help Christians to make decisions but ethics tells them how their 
decisions should be made.
 Prayer: Jesus, in my dealings with others in every capacity, help me always to 
reflect You in my words, actions, decisions. Amen

"No man can  
serve two masters..."

-- Luke 16:13


