Mass |ntentions: SCPt. 25~Oct. 1,2021

Sat. Sept. 25 6 p.m. For Monique, Nicole & Lorraine Jongue for
God’s blessings and protection requested by
Mary Dalmida; and in thanksgiving to Evelyne
Stephen
Sun. Sept. 26 7:30 a.m. Birthday blessings for Sandra Donaie
requested by her family; & anniversary
blessings for Bernice & Noel Boynes
9:30 a.m. For the repose of the soul of Garvin Jupiter
requested by Lorna Jupiter; & for the repose
of the soul of Thomas Anderson
12:30 p.m. For the repose of the soul of Carrel Nicky
Brady
Tue. Sept. 28 6 p.m. In thanksgiving to Oursourcing Limited
Wed. Sept. 29 6 p.m. For the repose of the soul of Thomas
Anderson
Thu. Sept. 30 7 a.m. For the sick in the parish
Fri. Oct. 1 7 a.m. For the homeless in the community

Offer a Mass for your loved ones. Call the office at 776-6339.

St. Michael Prayer

St. Michael the Archangel, defend
us in battle, be our protection
against the wickedness and snares
of the devil.

May God rebuke him we humbly
pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
Heavenly host, by the divine power
of God, cast into hell Satan and all
the evil spirits who roam through-
out the world seeking the ruin of

souls.

Amen.
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e Kendell Laurencin Sept. 26
e Aisia Crooke
e Sandra Donaie Sept. 27

e Wencelsaus Eugene Sept. 28 Scan this
QR Code
If your birthday is not listed, call the to visit OLMC's
office at 776-6339. Website.

Stewarcjship of | reasure

Sept. 18 6 p.m. $418.00
Sept. 19 7:30 a.m. $323.00
9:30 a.m. $881.00
12:30 p.m $215 .00

—

If you would like to donate the SANCTUARY CANDLE or ALTAR FLOWERS in
memory of someone or in celebration of a special occasion, please call the
office and schedule a date. A free will donation is welcome.

Weclcjing
bellsi

Audy Castillo and Glenny
Caraballo were married at
OLMC on Saturday, Sept.
18, 2021. They were sur-
rounding by their family
and friends including chil-
dren, Naudy and Gleidy
Castillo.

~Wish | ist ~

« Install fencing and 3 gates around
front of the hall - $11,503.87

OLMC Member Bir’clﬁdays
Sept. 25-Oct. |

« Batteries for solar panels -
$32,000.00

Sept. 26 [ ]

Parish Announcements

Continue to pray for the members of our body who are sick or
suffering both on and off island. May we keep them in our hearts
and in our minds. The names of the sick are posted on the bulletin
board in the back of the church.

SECOND COLLECTION: This weekend's second collection will be for
the soup kitchen and assistance to the poor. Next week's second col-
lection will be for the Our Lady of Charity Shelter.

ALTAR SERVERS: Altar server training will be held at 4 p.m. Thursday,
Sept. 30 in the church.

PRAYER MEETING: Prayer Meeting will be held at 7 p.m. Thursday,
Sept. 30. It will be a night of praise and worship and intercessory
prayer.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: We are accepting registration for students
for Religious Education. Forms are available at the back of the church.
Classes are on Saturdays at 10 a.m.

STEEL PAN: Since Religious Education will be resuming on Saturday,
steel pan practice for children and youth on Saturdays will be at 8:30
a.m. before Religious Education.

YOUTH GROUP: The Youth Group meeting will resume on Monday,
Oct. 4 at 4:30 p.m. Youth ages 11-18 are welcome.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel has purchased land in Coral Bay
to build this chapel, which will be named, St. Therese. We
need your financial support to make this a reality.

To make a donation,
* Make checks payable to Our Lady of Mount Carmel, P.O.
Box 241, St. John, VI 00831; memo line: Coral Bay Chapel.
* PayPal: Our Lady of Mount Carmel (olmc@hotmail.com)
* Online giving: www.myowngiving.com/Default.aspx-
?cid=1390
Donations are tax-deductible.



"Controlling the Holy Spirit?"

By Adeline Jean

This Sunday’s Mass readings are a reminder that the Holy Spirit cannot be
controlled because the Spirit works as He wills. Whether in the Old or the New Testa-
ment, the picture is the same — the Spirit shows no favoritism but chooses where and
to whom He should make Himself manifest. 1 Corinthians (2:7,11) enlightens, “But
one and the same Spirit produces all of these [gifts], distributing them individually to
each person as he wishes...To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given
for some benefit.” This highlights that the way the Spirit works is incomprehensible to
humankind, so this work is uncontrollable.

Before moving forward, it is important to look at the connection between the
phenomena of Spirit and word. The word “Spirit” in Hebrew is ruah and in Greek is
pneuma. ‘Spirit” means “breath” or “wind,” but what is significant is its accent on
freedom of movement. The word “word,” suggests tangibility, formation, shape. The
Hebrew word for “word” is dabar, which comes from the verb “to drive.” Thus, one
reasonable conclusion that can be made from understanding these two words is that the
“word” (Word of God or any word uttered spiritually) not only brings the movement of
the Spirit to life, but also gives it shape and pushes it to becoming a tangible and coher-
ent message.

One way in which the presence and the works of the Spirit can be recognized is
the appetite the Spirit produces for the Word of God. Through the gift of prophecy, the
unity of the Spirit and Word is evident. First, the Spirit comes and prepares a person by
making him or her predisposed to receive the Word. Then, the Word “speaks” — into
personal and communal life contexts. This pattern of Spirit-Word was first demonstrated
at the time of creation. The Spirit first hovers over the formless void that is also de-
scribed as “chaos” and only then is the Word able to enter in to bring order and beauty
out of the chaos because the “light” arrives. However, initial prophecy among the He-
brew people focused upon the Spirit rather than on the word as the marvels displayed by
the prophets were more captivating than their message.

Therefore, in the First Reading (Numbers 11:25-29), we learn that “taking some
of the Spirit that was on Moses, he bestowed it on the seventy elders; and as the spirit
came to rest on them, they prophesied.” Eldad and Medad, who were not present when
this occurred, still received an outpouring of the Spirit, so much so that they began to
prophesy in the camp. These two men’s demonstration of possessing the Spirit (not the
words they were proclaiming) bothered a young man who reported what had happened
to Moses and asked him to stop them. Moses must have surprised him when he respond-
ed, “Would that all the people of the LORD were prophets! Would that the LORD might
bestow his spirit on them all!” The reading highlights the simultaneous bestowing of
the Spirit in an indiscriminate way that is inexplicable because it transcended space and
place and it defied human’s propensity to organization. This incident does not stress the
prophesying, that is, the word/message given, which resulted because of the conferral
of the Spirit. As was noted before, before the time of the prophets who wrote (namely
Amos, Hosea, and Isaiah), the focus of prophecy was on the Spirit, not on the word.

In the Gospel Reading (Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48), the issue of the works of
the Spirit is again brought into question. Far beyond prophesying, the Spirit is seen as
distributing His gifts and working through others at the same time that Jesus” own works
are being demonstrated. Like the young man in the first reading who goes to his leader
Moses to complain, John goes to his leader Jesus to complain that the man, who was not
one of the apostles, was driving out demons in Jesus’ name. Jesus’s response is just as
surprising as Moses’: “Do not prevent him...For whoever is not against us is for us.”

Two things are worth noting here. First, the man is driving out demons, not
in the name of God, but in the name of Jesus. One can infer that the Spirit has made it
possible for him to recognize Jesus as “the Word made flesh.” As such, the Spirit has led
him to the Word as was the pattern derived in the historical creative process. Second,
Jesus, the Word, points back to the Spirit. Jesus states that those who do the work of the
Spirit are on His side, regardless of who they are. The Spirit works in and through those
who are chosen by the Spirit, so it is not for man or woman to question how the Spirit is
working. Jesus notes in John 6:63, “The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and
life.”

The Word is Spirit because after the Word is received, the Spirit gives under-
standing to the hearer of the Word. Therefore, the hearer of the Word needs the Spirit in
order to receive the Word, but he or she also needs to Spirit in order to grasp and accu-
rately share the Word received.

Prayer: Lord, help me to grow in my understanding of the Spirit and of your
Word. Amen
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The Church is open

Mondays - Fridays: 7 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Saturdays: 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Sundays: 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Office Hours
Mondays - Fridays: 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Pastor’s Hours
Tuesdays to Fridays: 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
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, Call to set up an appointment
Deacon Evans Doway
Stationed: OLMC Masscs Simonia Dagou
Weekend Admln_lstratlve
Assistant

Saturdays: 6 p.m.
Sundays: 7:30a.m.
9:30 a.m.
12:30 p.m.(Coral Bay)
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Tuesdays at 6 p.m. (CORAL BAY)
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DEVOTIONS :
Eucharistic Adoration Deacon Michael Jackson Sr.
Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week OLMC Project Manager

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays at 5 p.m.; after Masses; or by
appointment

Week in Preview

Youth Ministry:
Mondays at 5 p.m.

Music Ministry:
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.
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- — . Digna Doway
Deacon Cassius Mathurin . .
Stationed: Holy Family ~ Charismatic Prayer Group: Case Manager, St. John
Thursdays from 7 p.m.-8:30 p.m. Catholic Charities
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“TOGETHER BUILDING THE KINGDOM OF GOD”



