
 

Parish Announcements

• CLOSINGS: The OLMC and Catholic Charities offices and Catholic Charities 
soup kitchen will be closed on Monday, Oct. 10 in observance of VI-Puerto 
Rico Friendship Day.

• CONDOLENCES: Fr. Anthony Abraham and OLMC parish extend condolences 
to Fr. Yacob Fopa Lonfo on the passing of his father, Samuel Lonfo.

• SECOND COLLECTION: The second collection is for Sts. Peter & Paul School. 
• PRAYER MEETING: Prayer Meeting will be held at 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 13 in 

Cruz Bay. 
• ROSARY RALLY: Holy Family Church's CCD Ministry will hold a Public Rosary 

Rally at 9 a.m. Oct. 15, 2022, at Our Lady of Cassi Hill Shrine above Holy 
Family.

• RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: We are accepting registration for new students for  
Religious Education. Forms are available at the back of the church. Classes 
are held on Saturdays at 10 a.m. 

• RCIA: We are accepting registration for RCIA classes. These classes are for 
adults who would like to become a Catholic; adult Catholics who may not 
have made their First Communion or Confirmation; or Catholics who may 
want to know more about their faith. Classes are Mondays at 6 p.m. Please 
call the church office to sign up at 340-776-6339.

• STEEL PAN: Steel pan for youth is held on Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. and Satur-
days at 8:30 a.m.

• YOUTH GROUP: Youth Group meeting is held on Mondays at 4:30 p.m. 
Youth ages 11-18 are welcome.

Monday: Oct. 10 
Gal 4:22-24, 26-27, 31-
-5:1
Lk 11:29-32

Tuesday: Oct. 11
Gal 5:1-6
Lk 11:37-41

Wednesday: Oct. 12
Gal 5:18-25
Lk 11:42-46

Thursday: Oct. 13

Eph 1:1-10
Lk 11:47-54

Friday: Oct. 14

Eph 1:11-14
Lk 12:1-7

Saturday: Oct. 15

Eph 1:15-23
Lk 12:8-12

Sunday: Oct. 16

Ex 17:8-13
2 Tm 3:14--4:2
Lk 18:1-8

Daily Readings

Mass Intentions: Oct. 8-14, 2022
Sat. Oct. 8  6 p.m.  For Shiquela Monsanto and Armani for God’s  
     blessings requested by the family; & for Jennie  
     O’Bryan for healing
Sun. Oct. 9  7:30 a.m. For Felis Burin & family for God’s blessings,  
     deliverance & healing requested by Felis  
     Burin; & birthday blessings for Mary Smith  
     requested by her family
   9:30 a.m. Birthday blessings for Simon Athanase  
     requested by his family; & in loving memory of  
     Josephine Athanase requested by her family
   12:30 p.m. For the Coral Bay Community
   5:30 p.m. For the Hispanic Community on St. John
Tue. Oct. 11  6 p.m.  COMMUNION SERVICE
Wed. Oct. 12  6 p.m.  COMMUNION SERVICE
Thu. Oct. 13  7 a.m.  COMMUNION SERVICE
Fri. Oct. 14   7 a.m.  COMMUNION SERVICE

Offer a Mass for your loved ones. Call the office at 776-6339. 

OLMC Member Birthdays
Oct. 8-14

• Eden Mauge         Oct. 10
• Simon Athanase      Oct. 13

If your birthday is not listed, call the 
office at 776-6339.

Continue to pray for the members of our body who are sick or 
suffering both on and off island. May we keep them in our hearts 
and in our minds. The names of the sick are posted on the bulletin 
board in the back of the church.

If you would like to donate the SANCTUARY CANDLE  or ALTAR FLOWERS in 
memory of someone or in celebration of a special occasion, please call the 

office and schedule a date. A free will donation is welcome.

~ Charismatic Prayer Group ~

You are invited to come pray, 
praise, and worship our Lord 

with us every Thursday at 7 p.m.. 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel has purchased land in Coral Bay 
to build this chapel, which will be named, St. Therese. We 

need your financial support to make this a reality.
To make a donation,

* Make checks payable to Our Lady of Mount Carmel, P.O. 
Box 241, St. John, VI 00831; memo line: Coral Bay Chapel.
* PayPal: Our Lady of Mount Carmel (olmc@hotmail.com)

Donations are tax-deductible.

Stewardship of Treasure
 Oct. 1   6 p.m.   $419.00
 Oct. 2   7:30 a.m.  $459.00
    9:30 a.m.  $1,367.00
    12:30 p.m.  $168.00
    5:30 p.m.  $88.00

'Pray for me ... as I pray for you...'

St. Michael Prayer

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us 
in battle, be our protection against the 
wickedness and snares of the devil. 
May God rebuke him we humbly pray; 
and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly 
host, by the divine power of God, cast 
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits 
who roam throughout the world seek-
ing the ruin of souls. 
Amen.

Scan this  
QR Code  
to visit OLMC's 
Website.

Fr. Anthony Abraham is on 
military leave with the U.S. 
Army Reserves for three 
months. Please keep him in 
your prayers. If you would like 
to write to him, here is the 
address:

Leader Course (Class# 22-003)
CH Anthony Abraham
USA-IRL
10100 Lee Road
Fort Jackson, SC 29207-7090
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Hours

The Church is open
Mondays to Fridays:  
7 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Saturdays: 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Sundays: 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Office Hours
Mondays to Fridays:  
9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Pastor’s Hours 
Tuesdays to Fridays:  
9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Call for an appointment

Week in Preview

Youth Ministry: 
Mondays at 4:30 p.m.

Music Ministry: 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Charismatic Prayer Group: 
Thursdays from 7 p.m.-
8:30 p.m.

Masses
Weekend 

Saturdays: 6 p.m.   
Sundays:    7:30 a.m. 
     9:30 a.m. 
          12:30 p.m.(CORAL BAY)
                5:30 p.m. (SPANISH)

Weekday
Tuesdays at 6 p.m.  
                             (CORAL BAY)
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
Thursdays & Fridays  
                                   at 7 a.m.

DEVOTIONS
Eucharistic Adoration
Available 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays at 5 p.m.; after 
Masses; or by appointment

'How can anyone become the hero in his or her own salvation?'
By Adeline Jean

 
 This Sunday’s Mass readings teach that faith and gratitude enable us to be 
heroes in our own salvation.
 Gospel Reading (Luke 17:11-19) presents the third part of Jesus’ instruc-
tions on the meaning of the Christian way where Jesus teaches His disciples on 
what it means to follow him. The first part of Jesus’ instructions on the meaning of 
the Christian way (Luke 9:51-13:21), explains the nature and demands of disciple-
ship. The second part of Jesus’ instructions is on the diverse aspects of the Christian 
way (Luke 13:22-17:10).
 The third part of Jesus’ instructions on the meaning of the Christian way 
has Christological (relating to the person, nature, and role of Christ), soteriological 
(relating to death and the end times), eschatological (doctrine of salvation), and 
parenetic (encouraging) implications. The Christological characteristic is evident as 
the Samaritan leper returns to thank God because of what Jesus, God’s agent, has 
done for him. The Samaritan who is healed is a half-blood, so he would have been 
stigmatized by Jews all his life. For Jesus to heal him just as He healed the Jews 
from Galilee, is significant for the Samaritan. He experiences a powerful sign of 
God’s mercy, so he takes the time to say “thank you.” This display of God’s mer-
cy highlights the soteriological and eschatological characteristics of this reading’s 
teaching—upon death and in the end times, salvation is available to all who have 
faith, and Jesus is the one who saves.
 As disciples and followers of Jesus, we do not discriminate who deserves 
our compassion because everyone is deserving. The hero in every story of salvation 
is the one who has faith and gratitude.
 In the First Reading (2 Kings 5:14-17), Naaman, a Gentile commander 
of the king of Aram (Syria), has taken into his household a Jewish girl who is his 
wife’s maid. She is taken into captivity from Israel. As young as she is, she recog-
nizes Naaman, her master, is a leper and that he could be healed if he would go to 
the prophet in Samaria. This little girl is presented in contrast to the mighty com-
mander, yet she gives him advice, which he takes. There is also the contrast be-
tween the frantic king who refuses to help Naaman and the welcoming and helpful 
Elisha. The waters of the Aram are contrasted with the waters of Israel. All of these 
contrasts reveal that with God all things work together for the good and in ways we 
believers least expect it. God expects His disciples to be ready to do His bidding in 
faith, out of love, and with gratitude. 
 The little girl is a slave in a foreign land who is under no obligation to help 
the person who has enslaved her. However, the love of God outpours from her. 
When we know God, even when we are in difficult circumstances, the love of God 
sustains us and outpours from us. Even when we suffer, we can be a blessing to 
others. We look past our own needs to the needs of others. Any little child separat-
ed from family, friends, and homeland, would have desired freedom to be reunited 
with loved ones. However, this little girl dies to her self-desires and instead reaches 
out to help someone who may not seem to be deserving of her help. She may be a 
slave physically, but she is free in spirit and soul because she knows God. Knowing 
God is freedom. This little girl gives to her master the only thing she still possesses, 
her faith.
 All in all, Naaman is healed because a little slave girl and a prophet chose to 
act as true disciples by looking past all the things that made Naaman undeserving of 
their help to what made him deserving—he was a simply a sick brother in need.
 The Second Reading (2 Timothy 2:8-13) likewise presents an example of 
the first part of Jesus’ instructions on the nature and demands of discipleship. Paul 
shares that he is suffering for the sake of the Gospel and for the sake of salvation of 
the chosen. Based on the first two readings already shared, the chosen are not just 
Jews, but also Gentiles. Paul, using personal experience as his example, is therefore 
willing to be a witness for Christ, to endure hardships, and to accept suffering for all 
because Paul believes, “If we have died with him we shall also live with him; if we 
persevere we shall also reign with him,” since even when we are unfaithful, “he re-
mains faithful,” offering us eternal life. Paul’s faith in and gratitude to Christ serve 
as a model for all Christian disciples.
 Prayer: Jesus, increase my faith, and help me to never stop giving thanks to 
God. Amen
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