
 

Parish Announcements

• SECOND COLLECTION: The second collection is for St. Therese Chapel. 
• PRAYER MEETING: Prayer Meeting will be held at 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 20. 
• RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: We are accepting registration for new students for  

Religious Education. Forms are available at the back of the church. Classes 
are held on Saturdays at 10 a.m. 

• RCIA: We are accepting registration for RCIA classes. These classes are for 
adults who would like to become a Catholic; adult Catholics who may not 
have made their First Communion or Confirmation; or Catholics who may 
want to know more about their faith. Classes are Mondays at 6 p.m. Please 
call the church office to sign up at 340-776-6339.

• STEEL PAN: Steel pan for youth is held on Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. and Satur-
days at 8:30 a.m.; and for adults at 5:30 p.m. Mondays and Fridays.

• YOUTH GROUP: Youth Group meeting is held on Mondays at 4:30 p.m. 
Youth ages 11-18 are welcome.

• COOK NEEDED: Catholic Charities St. John needs a cook. If you are interest-
ed, call Digna Doway at 340-775-0969.

• QUADRILLE: If any child, youth or adult is interested in learning quadrille, 
contact Julia Joseph-Mingo at 340-626-2936 for more information.

• ST. VINCENT DE PAUL: If anyone is interested in joining the St. Vincent De 
Paul Society call the church office. St. Vincent De Paul Society helps those in 
need while maintaining confidentiality.

• MEMBER REGISTRATION: Please fill out a parish registration form if you are 
not registered or if your information needs to be updated.

Monday: Oct. 17 
Eph 2:1-10
Lk 12:13-21

Tuesday: Oct. 18
2 Tm 4:10-17b
Lk 10:1-9

Wednesday: Oct. 19
Eph 3:2-12
Lk 12:39-48

Thursday: Oct. 20

Eph 3:14-21
Lk 12:49-53

Friday: Oct. 21

Eph 4:1-6
Lk 12:54-59

Saturday: Oct. 22

Eph 4:7-16
Lk 13:1-9

Sunday: Oct. 23

Sir 35:12-14, 16-18
2 Tm 4:6-8, 16-18
Lk 18:9-14

Daily Readings

Mass Intentions: Oct. 15-21, 2022
Sat. Oct. 15  6 p.m.  For the repose of the soul of Samuel Lonfo
Sun. Oct. 16  7:30 a.m. For Esther Mellow for healing requested by  
     her family
   9:30 a.m. Birthday blessings for Gwenda Dagou  
     requested by his family
   12:30 p.m. For Esther Mellow for healing requested by  
     her family
   5:30 p.m. For the Hispanic Community on St. John
Tue. Oct. 18  6 p.m.  COMMUNION SERVICE
Wed. Oct. 19  6 p.m.  COMMUNION SERVICE
Thu. Oct. 20  7 a.m.  COMMUNION SERVICE
Fri. Oct. 21   7 a.m.  COMMUNION SERVICE

Offer a Mass for your loved ones. Call the office at 776-6339. 

OLMC Member Birthdays
Oct. 15-21

• Geraldine George         Oct. 15
• Evelyn Louis      Oct. 17
• Gwenda Dagou  Oct. 19
• Tobias Sosa   Oct. 19

If your birthday is not listed, call the 
office at 776-6339.

Continue to pray for the members of our body who are sick or 
suffering both on and off island. May we keep them in our hearts 
and in our minds. The names of the sick are posted on the bulletin 
board in the back of the church.

If you would like to donate the SANCTUARY CANDLE  or ALTAR FLOWERS in 
memory of someone or in celebration of a special occasion, please call the 

office and schedule a date. A free will donation is welcome.

~ Charismatic Prayer Group ~

You are invited to come pray, 
praise, and worship our Lord 

with us every Thursday at 7 p.m.. 

Stewardship of Treasure
 Oct. 8   6 p.m.   $300.00
 Oct. 9   7:30 a.m.  $516.00
    9:30 a.m.  $904.00
    12:30 p.m.  $120.00
    5:30 p.m.  $52.90

'Pray for me ... as I pray for you...'

St. Michael Prayer

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us 
in battle, be our protection against the 
wickedness and snares of the devil. 
May God rebuke him we humbly pray; 
and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly 
host, by the divine power of God, cast 
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits 
who roam throughout the world seek-
ing the ruin of souls. 
Amen.

Scan this  
QR Code  
to visit OLMC's 
Website.

OLMC Youth Group cooked for the residents of the Our Lady of Charity Transitional  
Shelter and the homeless in Cruz Bay on Monday, Oct. 10, 2022. Fr. Anthony Abraham is on 

military leave with the U.S. 
Army Reserves for three 
months. Please keep him in 
your prayers. If you would like 
to write to him, here is the 
address:

Leader Course (Class# 22-003)
CH Anthony Abraham
USA-IRL
10100 Lee Road
Fort Jackson, SC 29207-7090

'Feed the hungry...'
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Hours

The Church is open
Mondays to Fridays:  
7 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Saturdays: 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Sundays: 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Office Hours
Mondays to Fridays:  
9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Pastor’s Hours 
Tuesdays to Fridays:  
9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Call for an appointment

Week in Preview

Youth Ministry: 
Mondays at 4:30 p.m.

Music Ministry: 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Charismatic Prayer Group: 
Thursdays from 7 p.m.-
8:30 p.m.

Masses
Weekend 

Saturdays: 6 p.m.   
Sundays:    7:30 a.m. 
     9:30 a.m. 
          12:30 p.m.(CORAL BAY)
                5:30 p.m. (SPANISH)

Weekday
Tuesdays at 6 p.m.  
                             (CORAL BAY)
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
Thursdays & Fridays  
                                   at 7 a.m.

DEVOTIONS
Eucharistic Adoration
Available 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays at 5 p.m.; after 
Masses; or by appointment

'Prayer Partners with God'
By Adeline Jean

 
 This Sunday’s Mass readings reassure Christian believers that the source of our 
strength is determined prayer through which we work in partnership with God in His plan of 
salvation. 
 In the Gospel Reading (Luke 18:1-8), “Jesus told his disciples a parable about the ne-
cessity for them to pray always without becoming weary.” Jesus tells how a widow’s constant 
pleading with a judge for a just judgment against her adversary finally got the judge to render 
a judgment in her favor. Jesus then asks His disciples: “Will not God then secure the rights of 
his chosen ones who call out to him day and night? Will he be slow to answer them? I tell you, 
he will see to it that justice is done for them speedily. But when the Son of Man comes, will he 
find faith on earth?”
 Jesus is teaching His disciples the power of persistent prayer. There is hope for those 
who go not give up amid the struggles they are facing. However, more than persistent prayer 
is keeping faith in Jesus, whose Second Coming is not a possibility, but a guarantee. Christian 
believers, regardless of what we suffer, place our hope in the One who suffered death, yet over-
came eternal death through His resurrection, and who promises to come again. This Second 
Coming (revealed in Acts 1:11, Jesus’ Ascension), is known only to God the Father (Matthew 
24:36). Jesus will come again, but will believers be able to hold on to hope until that time? 
Jesus is encouraging His disciples not to lose hope, to hold on to the truths and promises they 
have learned from Him because only He is the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6). 
 The other lesson for all believers is that no waiting for prayers to be answered is too 
long. We always wait in patient hope and with unshakable faith. In the same way that no be-
liever knows when Jesus will come again, no believer knows if or when his or her prayers will 
be answered. Yet, we pray and wait for God. As we pray continuously either for ourselves or 
for others, we partner with God in His plan for our salvation or that of others. This is because 
our prayer not only moves God’s heart, but it changes us and those for whom we are praying. 
“Changes” means that prayer makes us and others better Christians because as we pray and 
wait, we learn humility, patience, empathy, we gain strength and endurance, and we learn to be 
satisfied with the present, leaving the future to God, which only He knows and can control. 
 The First Reading (Exodus 17: 8-13) presents an example of the power of persistent 
prayer. The Hebrew people have been delivered from slavery in Egypt and have miraculously 
crossed the Red Sea and are now journeying to the Promised Land. However, in this part of 
their journey, they are about to cross hostile territory, the land of the Amalekites. When the 
Amalekites attack them, Moses tells Joshua to prepare for battle by choosing “certain men.” 
Moses also prepares for battle. He tells Joshua, “I will be standing on top of the hill with the 
staff of God in my hand.” This is the same staff that Moses had lifted up as he stood at the 
banks of the Red Sea unable to move forward with the Hebrew people who were fleeing Egypt. 
With this staff, Moses defeated Pharoah. As Moses lifted up his hand holding up his staff with 
faith in God, the Red Sea transformed from an obstacle to an opening. 
 After Moses had climbed to the top of the hill with Aaron and Hur, “as long as Moses 
kept his hands raised up, Israel had the better of the fight, but when he let his hands rest, Ama-
lek had the better of the fight.” When Moses’ hands grew tired from holding up the staff, Aaron 
and Hur gave him a rock to sit on and they supported his hands on either side. Joshua and his 
army are only victorious when Moses’ staff is outstretched over them. This teaches two things 
about God. First, believers need God with us to help us fight our battles. When we do not bring 
God into our battles, we cannot win. Moses grows tired when God is not in the battle (because 
his hands are not outstretched). Second, by Aaron and Hur holding up Moses’ arms, and by di-
recting Joshua to go into battle while they do their part, believers can learn that authority needs 
to be shared. No one has all the power, the answers, or abilities. The proverb, “united we stand, 
divided we fall” is of significance here because it teaches that strength comes from unity. We 
are strong when we unify with each other and with God. 
 The story of this battle also teaches us that there is power in persistent prayer as Jesus 
taught in the Gospel Reading. Moses keeps his hands lifted up using his physical strength and 
through God’s help, which is the help of Aaron and Hur. It can be surmised that Moses did not 
just lift up the staff in his hands and look on at the battle. Moses, a man of faith, most likely 
was also praying to God as he lifted up his hands. When Moses did the best he could do in 
prayer, God sent him prayer partners to do their part. God expects us to always have back-up. 
A prayer partner need not actually pray with us or for us, but may be there to give us whatever 
support we need. God expects us to always have back-up. We cannot pray through most situ-
ations, especially difficult situations, alone. There is power in unified prayer, more so, unified 
persistent prayer. 
 The Second Reading (2 Timothy 3:14-4:2) reminds all believers that we must not 
forget all that we have learned in scripture because all scripture is inspired by God. We hold 
on to these treasured teachings because scripture is our lifeline that connects us to God, the 
source of everything that concerns us. As is indicated in 2 Timothy 4;2, believers are invited to 
proclaim the word whether it is convenient or not: “Proclaim the word; be persistent whether it 
is convenient or inconvenient.” 
 Prayer: Lord, for the sake of the Gospel and the salvation of all, I will not be silent. 
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Be Persistent in Prayer


