
 

Parish Announcements

• SECOND COLLECTION: This weekend's second collection will be for 
St. Therese Chapel. Next week's second collection will be for World 
Mission Sunday.

• PRAYER MEETING: Prayer Meeting will be held at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
Oct. 21. The guest speaker will be Fr. Anthony Abraham. The topic is 
"Discerning God's Will."

• CATHOLIC WOMEN: Bishop Jerome Feudjio invites all women to 
come & learn about the Diocesan Council of Women at 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 21 at OLMC in the church. The guest speaker will be 
Marlisa Ljuba, president of the Miami Archdiocesan Council of Catho-

lic Women. For more information, call 774-3166 ext. 104.
• MASS CARDS: Religious Education students are reminded to have 

their Mass cards signed when they attend Mass by a teacher, deacon 
or the priest.

• CANDLE PRICE: Because of the increase in the price of candles, our 
candles will now be $4.00 each.

• YOUTH GROUP: Youth Group meeting will be held on Mondays at 
4:30 p.m. Youth ages 11-18 are welcome.

Monday: Oct. 18 
2 Tm 4:10-17b
Lk 10:1-9

Tuesday: Oct. 19
Rom 5:12, 15b, 17-19, 
20b-21
Lk 12:35-38

Wednesday: Oct. 20
Rom 6:12-18
Lk 12:39-48

Thursday: Oct. 21
Rom 6:19-23
Lk 12:49-53

Friday: Oct. 22

Rom 7:18-25a
Lk 12:54-59

Saturday: Oct. 23

Rom 8:1-11
Lk 13:1-9

Sunday: Oct. 24

Jer 31:7-9
Heb 5:1-6
Mk 10:46-52

Daily Readings

Mass Intentions: Oct. 16-22, 2021
Sat. Oct. 16  6 p.m.  In loving memory of Pat Krupp requested by  
     Debbie & Donald Schnell; & for Michelle  
     Schuler for God’s blessings requested by her  
     parents & family
Sun. Oct. 17  7:30 a.m. For the repose of the soul of Lois Joseph
   9:30 a.m.  In loving memory of Pheodile & Jeannette  
     Celaire requested by Yolanda Celaire & family;  
     & birthday blessings for Gwenda Dagou &  
     Lakeya Abbott requested by their families 
   12:30 p.m. For Eltera Mercer for healing requested by  
     Golda Hermon
Tue. Oct. 19  6 p.m.  For the repose of the soul of Lois Joseph
Wed. Oct. 20  6 p.m.  For the sick in our parish 
Thu. Oct. 21  7 a.m.  For souls in purgatory
Fri. Oct. 22   7 a.m.  For the homeless in our community

Offer a Mass for your loved ones. Call the office at 776-6339. 

OLMC Member Birthdays
Oct. 16-22

• Evelyn Louis  Oct. 17
• Julia Hogroian  Oct. 19
• Naudy Castillo  Oct. 20

If your birthday is not listed, call the 
office at 776-6339.

Continue to pray for the members of our body who are sick or 
suffering both on and off island. May we keep them in our hearts 
and in our minds. The names of the sick are posted on the bulletin 
board in the back of the church.

If you would like to donate the SANCTUARY CANDLE  or ALTAR FLOWERS in 
memory of someone or in celebration of a special occasion, please call the 

office and schedule a date. A free will donation is welcome.

Shelter renovations

Our Lady of Mount Carmel has purchased land in Coral Bay 
to build this chapel, which will be named, St. Therese. We 

need your financial support to make this a reality.
To make a donation,

* Make checks payable to Our Lady of Mount Carmel, P.O. 
Box 241, St. John, VI 00831; memo line: Coral Bay Chapel.
* PayPal: Our Lady of Mount Carmel (olmc@hotmail.com)
* Online giving: www.myowngiving.com/Default.aspx-

?cid=1390
Donations are tax-deductible.

Thank you to the Joseph family for 

Stewardship of Treasure
 Oct. 9  6 p.m.    $352.61
 Oct. 10  7:30 a.m.  $443.00
   9:30 a.m.  $1,364.00
   12:30 p.m  $ 97.00

Brian Baron makes the bathrooms at the 
Our Lady of Charity Shelter more handi-
capped accessible.

~ Wish List ~

• Install fencing and 3 gates around 
front of the hall -          $11,503.87

• Batteries for solar panels -   
   $32,000.00

St. Michael Prayer

St. Michael the Archangel, defend 
us in battle, be our protection 
against the wickedness and snares 
of the devil. 
May God rebuke him we humbly 
pray; and do thou, O Prince of the 
Heavenly host, by the divine power 
of God, cast into hell Satan and all 
the evil spirits who roam through-

out the world seeking the ruin of 
souls. 
Amen.

Scan this  
QR Code  
to visit OLMC's 
Website.
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Hours
The Church is open
Mondays - Fridays: 7 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Saturdays: 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Sundays: 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Office Hours
Mondays - Fridays: 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Pastor’s Hours 
Tuesdays to Fridays: 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Call to set up an appointment

Week in Preview
Youth Ministry: 
Mondays at 4:30 p.m.

Music Ministry: 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Charismatic Prayer Group: 
Thursdays from 7 p.m.-8:30 p.m.

Masses
Weekend 

Saturdays: 6 p.m.   
Sundays:    7:30 a.m. 
     9:30 a.m. 
                    12:30 p.m.(Coral Bay)

Weekday
Tuesdays at 6 p.m. (CORAL BAY)
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
Thursdays & Fridays at 7 a.m.

DEVOTIONS
Eucharistic Adoration
Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays at 5 p.m.; after Masses; or by 
appointment

"Suffering to Serve"
By Adeline Jean

 This Sunday’s Mass readings offer dissimilar views on suffering in connection 
with serving: suffering as a result of serving and suffering within the call to serve.
 The First Reading (Isaiah 53:10-11) provides part of the fourth Servant Song. 
The Apostles, in various writings, identified the Servant mentioned in the Servant Songs 
as Jesus. Moreover, at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, Jesus Himself, as He read from 
the Servant Song in Isaiah 61, similarly identified Himself as the Servant. Here, Jesus 
announces (18, 21): “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, / because he has anointed me 
/ to bring glad tidings to the poor. / He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives / and 
recovery of sight to the blind, / to let the oppressed go free…Today this scripture pas-
sage is fulfilled in your hearing.” 
 The First Reading, read in the light of taking the Servant to mean Jesus, at first 
illustrates that the Servant will have to suffer for all: “The LORD was pleased / to crush 
him in infirmity. / If he gives his life as an offering for sin.” However, it goes on to give 
hope to those in Jerusalem in the post-exilic period, but it also inspires hope to all that 
suffer in any place and time. Here, a prophecy of hopeful expectation is given: “Be-
cause of his affliction / he shall see the light in fullness / of days; / through his suffering, 
my servant shall justify many, / and their guilt he shall bear.” There is hope for all who 
suffer in service of another. The benefit of suffering because of the service to another, is 
that such suffering will be rewarded, either in this world or in the life to come. This is 
because Jesus gave us that hope when He suffered and died yet rose again. Hope is there 
for all who accept suffering in service to another because Jesus’ life, death, and resurrec-
tion proves that suffering is not an end in itself. Suffering opens up the possibilities for 
new life for believers. 
 In the Gospel Reading (Mark 10:35-45), Jesus teaches James and John and 
the rest of the Apostles that positions of power are not important. What is important is 
suffering for the sake of another. Jesus suffered real physical pain and mental anguish 
not because of anything Jesus did wrongly or did not do, but because Jesus offered His 
life in the service to humanity. Jesus gave all that He could possibly give in service — 
His very life. Jesus is thus a model for all humanity. We must strive to serve like Jesus 
did — to give all that we can possibly give of our time, our assets, our faith, our phys-
ical strength, even till it hurts, not counting the cost and not seeking benefits. We serve 
for the sake of serving. True self-giving in service to another must hurt. If we are not 
suffering in our service, we are probably serving according to our own will, not God’s. 
Service is not about position or titles. It’s about giving our ALL. 
 In the Gospel Reading, Jesus teaches: “Whoever wishes to be great among you 
will be your servant; whoever wishes to be first among you will be the slave of all. For 
the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom 
for many.” In His earthly humanity, Jesus had no title. He had to power as humans mea-
sure it. Yet, in the nothingness of Jesus’ humanity, Jesus was great. He was great because 
He loved unconditionally and served selflessly. Even when Jesus’ apostles recognized 
signs of Jesus’ divinity, Jesus did not try to assume superiority over them. Jesus contin-
ued to be at their service even in the face of their rejection, doubt, and betrayal. Jesus 
was great in the eyes of God, so, in like manner, when we offer our lives in self-sacrific-
ing and painful service of others, we too will be great in God’s eyes. 
 The Second Reading (Hebrews 4:14-16), allows a consideration on suffering 
within the call to serve. The author calls this work, a “message of encouragement” 
(13:22) because it was meant to offer strength and hope to its audience. Though its 
author and audience are unclear, what is clear is that this writing was meant to address 
those who were facing discouragement and abandoning their religious beliefs just as 
the post-exilic Jews, whom Isaiah addresses, were. By reflecting on the priesthood and 
sacrifice of Jesus, this writing was meant to restore strength, fervor, and faith. Because 
Jesus is referred to as “high priest,” one can infer that this was meant to indicate Jesus’ 
preeminence over the Jewish high priest who entered the Jerusalem Temple to offer 
sacrifices to God. Jesus has entered the sanctuary of heaven, so Jesus now sits with the 
power of His divinity on this “throne of grace.” All humankind can “confidently ap-
proach” God “to receive mercy and to find grace for timely help” when we struggle with 
weaknesses, because, Jesus, in His humanity, had “similarly been tested in every way, 
yet without sin” and He was able to endure all he suffered. We can likewise approach 
the “throne of grace” because Jesus’ priestly work made this possible.
 Prayer: Abba Father, may I never reject the life you have chosen for me in spite 
of the suffering I have to endure because suffering is meant to turn thorns into roses and 
because suffering is more than an experience; it is similarly, a blessing Amen

Deacon Evans Doway
Stationed: OLMC

Deacon Peter C. Laurencin

Deacon Cassius Mathurin
Stationed: Holy Family

Simonia Dagou
Administrative 

Assistant

Deacon Michael Jackson Sr.
OLMC Project Manager

Digna Doway
Case Manager, St. John 

Catholic Charities


