
 

Parish Announcements

• PRIEST-IN-RESIDENCE: Fr. Serapio Lopez-Cruz has been assigned to OLMC 

until Fr. Anthony returns. He will be available Tuesday to Friday for confes-

sions, counseling, visiting the sick, etc. For an appointment, call the church 
office at 776-6339.

• CLOSING: Catholic Charities office and soup kitchen will be closed on  
Tuesday, Nov. 1 in observance of D. Hamilton Jackson.

• BOOK OF THE DEAD: The Book of the Dead has been placed at the back of 
the church. Write the names of your deceased loved ones so they can be 
remembered during the month of November. 

• PRAYER MEETING: Prayer Meeting will be held at 7 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 3, 
2022. The guest speaker will be Mona John-Lewis. The topic will be "Our 
Blessed Mother: Her greatness, Her trust; and Her perfect faith."

• ROSARY MONTH: Holy Family Church's Charismatic Prayer Group and the 
CCD Ministry will hold an evening prayer with Our Blessed Mother at  
6:30 p.m. Monday, Oct. 31 at the church. Deacon Michael Jackson Sr. will 
give a reflection. For those who would like to attend from St. John, please 
sign up at the back of the church. Persons will take the 6 p.m. ferry. Bus 
transportation on St. Thomas will be provided. 

• ALL SAINTS: Mass on All Saints Day on Tuesday, Nov. 1 will be at 6 p.m. in 
Cruz Bay not Coral Bay. All Saints Day is a Day of Holy Obligation.

• ALL-NIGHT VIGIL: All-night vigil will be held on Friday, Nov. 4 starting at  
7 p.m.

• MASS CARDS: Parents, please have your child’s Mass card signed by a priest, 
deacon, acolyte or teacher when they attend Mass on the weekend.

Monday: Oct. 31 
Phil 2:1-4
Lk 14:12-14

Tuesday: Nov. 1
Rev 7:2-4, 9-14
1 Jn 3:1-3
Mt 5:1-12a

Wednesday: Nov. 2
Wis 3:1-9
Rom 6:3-9
Jn 6:37-40

Thursday: Nov. 3
Phil 3:3-8a
Lk 15:1-10

Friday: Nov. 4
Phil 3:17--4:1
Lk 16:1-8

Saturday: Nov. 5
Phil 4:10-19
Lk 16:9-15

Sunday: Nov. 6
2 Mc 7:1-2, 9-14
2 Thes 2:16--3:5
Lk 20:27-38

Daily Readings

Mass Intentions: Oct. 29-Nov. 4, 2022
Sat. Oct. 29  6 p.m.  For Felis Burin & family for God’s blessings  
     requested by Deacon Cassius Mathurin
Sun. Oct. 30  7:30 a.m. For Catherine & Anthony Mathurin for healing  
     requested by the family
   9:30 a.m. In loving memory of Krystyna Krzynowek  
     requested by Donna Dawson
   12:30 p.m. For the Coral Bay Community
   5:30 p.m. For the Hispanic Community on St. John
Tue. Nov. 1  6 p.m.  For all OLMC benefactors ALL SAINTS DAY 

     (CRUZ BAY) (HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION)

Wed. Nov. 2  6 p.m.  All the faitfhful departed of OLMC  
     (ALL SOULS DAY)

Thu. Nov. 3  7 a.m.  In loving memory of Francis Jules
Fri. Nov. 4   7 a.m.  For Eulie Ferrol for healing

Offer a Mass for your loved ones. Call the office at 776-6339. 

OLMC Member Birthdays
Oct. 29-Nov. 4

• Paul Peltier          Oct. 29
• Helena Watt  Nov. 2
• Thomas Brewster  Nov. 4

If your birthday is not listed, call the 
office at 776-6339.

Continue to pray for the members of our body who are sick or 
suffering both on and off island. May we keep them in our hearts 
and in our minds. The names of the sick are posted on the bulletin 
board in the back of the church.

If you would like to donate the SANCTUARY CANDLE  or ALTAR FLOWERS in 
memory of someone or in celebration of a special occasion, please call the 

office and schedule a date. A free will donation is welcome.

~ Charismatic Prayer Group ~

You are invited to come pray, 
praise, and worship our Lord 

with us every Thursday at 7 p.m.. 

Stewardship of Treasure
 Oct. 22   6 p.m.   $324.00
 Oct. 23   7:30 a.m.  $323.00
    9:30 a.m.  $1,135.00
    12:30 p.m.  $161.00
    5:30 p.m.  $  79.00

'Pray for me ... as I pray for you...'

St. Michael Prayer

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us 
in battle, be our protection against the 
wickedness and snares of the devil. 
May God rebuke him we humbly pray; 
and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly 
host, by the divine power of God, cast 
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits 
who roam throughout the world seek-

ing the ruin of souls. 
Amen.

Scan this  
QR Code  
to visit OLMC's 
Website.

The V.I. Domestic Violence 
& Sexual Assault Council 
held a Domestic Violence 
Awareness event on Sat-
urday, Oct. 22, 2022, on  
St. John. Participants walked 
from the V.I. National Park 
to Moorehead Point where 
biodegradable lanterns 
were placed in the ocean 
recognizing those who lost 
their lives to domestic vi-
olence and also survivors. 
Deacon Michael Jackson 
Sr. said a prayer before 
the release of the candles 
and also gave the opening 
prayer in Frank Powell Park, 
where the event continued. 
A few parishioners also par-
ticipated in the march and 
the event.

Fr. Anthony Abraham is on 
military leave with the U.S. 
Army Reserves for three 
months. Please keep him in 
your prayers. If you would like 
to write to him, here is the 
address:

Leader Course (Class# 22-003)
CH Anthony Abraham
USA-IRL
10100 Lee Road
Fort Jackson, SC 29207-7090

Domestic violence awareness
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Hours

The Church is open
Mondays to Fridays:  
7 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Saturdays: 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Sundays: 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Office Hours
Mondays to Fridays:  
9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Pastor’s Hours 
Tuesdays to Fridays:  
9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Call for an appointment

Week in Preview

Youth Ministry: 
Mondays at 4:30 p.m.

Music Ministry: 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Charismatic Prayer Group: 
Thursdays from 7 p.m.-
8:30 p.m.

Masses
Weekend 

Saturdays: 6 p.m.   
Sundays:    7:30 a.m. 
     9:30 a.m. 
          12:30 p.m.(CORAL BAY)
                5:30 p.m. (SPANISH)

Weekday
Tuesdays at 6 p.m.  
                             (CORAL BAY)
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
Thursdays & Fridays  
                                   at 7 a.m.

DEVOTIONS
Eucharistic Adoration
Available 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays at 5 p.m.; after 
Masses; or by appointment

'Divine Scale of Mercy and Power'
By Adeline Jean

 
 This Sunday’s Mass readings illustrate how easy it is for God to tip the 
scale from power to mercy or from mercy to power.
 The First Reading This discloses the grandeur of God. The universe as 
humanity knows it is, is beyond our understanding of measurement, yet it is 
finite, it has an end. However, we read here that next to God, this universe as we 
know it is like a tiny particle, that is so tiny, it is used for weighing on sensitive 
scales. This means that God cannot be compared with the universe, and, as such, 
with anything because nothing and no one is comparable to God. Notwithstand-
ing, God does not simply wield His power around. God is merciful. People who 
possess worldly power are not usually associated with mercy. The secular world 
plays the game of power dynamics whereby the one who possesses the power 
“calls the shots.” To the contrary, God teaches us by balancing His ability to 
exercise mercy or to exert power that what is most important is how we use the 
power that has been granted us, either directly by Him or by society through 
Him.
 The Gospel Reading (Luke 19:1-10) introduces Zacchaeus, the tax 
collector who can be described as possessing power based on the title given to 
him. This power allows him to collect taxes from the Jews, even being able to 
exercise harsh measures to do so. Unlike the rich man who could not give up his 
material possessions so as to give himself completely to God (Luke 19:2), Zac-
chaeus shows the right response to God’s invitation to follow Him for those with 
power (political, material, civic, and otherwise). Zacchaeus’ actions teach Chris-
tians several things. First, we are not defined or limited by how society identifies 
us. What is of most importance is how we define ourselves. Zacchaeus did not 
see himself as the despised and short tax collector who is a traitor to his people. 
Zacchaeus saw that he had a need and did the best that he could to help himself, 
even if that meant embarrassing himself. The people of that town may have been 
shocked to see a wealthy tax collector acting like a common person who has 
no standing in society. Zacchaeus’ actions also teach us of what it means to go 
before God with humble hearts when we are in need. When we are especially in 
dire need, do we think about how we will look to God or others when we need 
God’s healing hand to touch us or His mercy to save us from a difficult circum-
stance?
 When Zacchaeus humbled himself before Jesus, Zacchaeus did not even 
have to say a word. Jesus recognized him and called Zacchaeus by name. God 
knows all of humanity by name. When God recognizes that we are using our 
free will to try and get His attention, God, like the father in the Parable of the 
Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-31), comes to meet us before we even get close to 
Him. God balances His power and His mercy and shows by His actions that He 
is more inclined to show us mercy than to exercise His power to punish us as we 
deserve. We also learn that when God shows us such love and mercy, we cannot 
help but give to Him in return all that we value the most in our lives (money, 
material possessions, fame, and the like) as Zacchaeus did.
 In the Second Reading (2 Thessalonians 1:11-2:2), what Paul writes to 
Thessalonians who are in fear because of the false teaching that the day of the 
Lord has already come are words of comfort and words of warning. These are 
the words that can be extended to people like Zacchaeus who have given their 
lives over to God. After reassuring his audience that he is praying for them that 
they may become witnesses of Jesus by the way they live, Paul warns them to 
be careful about those who are spreading false rumors that the day of the Lord is 
close, that is, an eschatological falsehood.
 Those who are with Christ, having received His merciful love, are now 
living to glorify Christ’s name. They are chosen for God’s good purpose, and 
they have responded to God’s call. Therefore, they should believe in the power 
of the One God who has saved them and who alone knows the time and season 
for everything He has ordained. They must forget about those who possess only 
earthly power, who do not know God, and who are being used by the evil one to 
try to undo, corrupt, and confuse the work of God.
 Prayer: Lord, may my life be lived in holy fear of You. Amen
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