
 

Parish Announcements

• BOOK OF THE DEAD: The Book of the Dead has been placed in the 
back of the church. Write the names of your deceased loved ones. 
They will be remembered on All Souls Day and throughout November.

• ALL SAINTS: Monday, Nov. 1 is All Saints Day. A Mass will be celebrat-
ed at 6 p.m.

• CLOSING: Catholic Charities' soup kitchen will be closed on Monday, 
Nov. 1 in observance of D. Hamilton Jackson Day.

• PRAYER MEETING: Prayer Meeting will be held at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
Nov. 4, 2021. The guest speaker will be Sandra Donaie. The topic is 
“Being happy with who you are.”

• MUSICIAN NEEDED: OLMC is seeking a musician to play at Masses. 
Call the church office at 776-6339 for more information.

• BISHOP'S THANKSGIVING MASSES: Bishop Jerome Feudjio will 
celebrate Thanksgiving Masses in Cameroon, Africa, in December. If 
anyone is interested, call Fr. Robert Kenfack at 340-774-3166. 

• MASS CARDS: Religious Education students are reminded to have 
their Mass cards signed when they attend Mass by a teacher, deacon, 
acolyte or priest.

Monday: Nov. 1 
Rv 7:2-4, 9-14
1 Jn 3:1-3
Mt 5:1-12a

Tuesday: Nov. 2
Wis 3:1-9
Rom 6:3-9
Jn 6:37-40

Wednesday: Nov. 3
Rom 13:8-10
Lk 14:25-33

Thursday: Nov. 4
Rom 14:7-12
Lk 15:1-10

Friday: Nov. 5

Rom 15:14-21
Lk 16:1-8

Saturday: Nov. 6

Rom 16:3-9, 16, 
22-27
Lk 16:9-15

Sunday: Nov. 7

1Kgs 17:10-16
Heb 9:24-28
Mk 12:38-44

Daily Readings

Mass Intentions: Oct. 30-Nov. 5, 2021
Sat. Oct. 30  6 p.m.  For the repose of the soul of Chin Francis  
     Tatah

Sun. Oct. 31  7:30 a.m. In loving memory of Patrick Joseph  
     requested by Andrea Joseph, Julia  

     Joseph-Mingo & Sandra Challenger

   9:30 a.m.  In loving memory of Lucille Bastien  
     requested by Mary Athanase & family

   12:30 p.m. For the Coral Bay community
Mon. Nov. 1  6 p.m.  For OLMC benefactors

Tue. Nov. 2  6 p.m.  For all the faithful departed

Wed. Nov. 3  6 p.m.  For the sick in our parish
Thu. Nov. 4  7 a.m.  For Lehron Lewis for God's blessings  
     requested Mary Dalmida

Fri. Nov. 5   7 a.m.  In loving memory of Clarence McCoy  
     requested by Diane Mathurin & KingAsa 

     McCoy

Offer a Mass for your loved ones. Call the office at 776-6339. 

OLMC Member Birthdays
Oct. 30-Nov. 5

• Helena Watt  Nov. 2
• Thomas Brewster  Nov. 4

If your birthday is not listed, call the 

office at 776-6339.

Continue to pray for the members of our body who are sick or 
suffering both on and off island. May we keep them in our hearts 
and in our minds. The names of the sick are posted on the bulletin 
board in the back of the church.

If you would like to donate the SANCTUARY CANDLE  or ALTAR FLOWERS in 

memory of someone or in celebration of a special occasion, please call the 
office and schedule a date. A free will donation is welcome.

OLMC happenings

Our Lady of Mount Carmel has purchased land in Coral Bay 
to build this chapel, which will be named, St. Therese. We 

need your financial support to make this a reality.
To make a donation,

* Make checks payable to Our Lady of Mount Carmel, P.O. 
Box 241, St. John, VI 00831; memo line: Coral Bay Chapel.
* PayPal: Our Lady of Mount Carmel (olmc@hotmail.com)
* Online giving: www.myowngiving.com/Default.aspx-
?cid=1390

Donations are tax-deductible.

Stewardship of Treasure
 Oct. 23  6 p.m.    $412.00
 Oct. 24  7:30 a.m.  $456.00
   9:30 a.m.  $1,687.00
   12:30 p.m  $275.00

Kedel Cadasse, with mom Delsa Ashly, 

was baptized at OLMC on Saturday, 
October 24, 2021.

~ Wish List ~

• Install fencing and 3 gates around 
front of the hall -          $11,503.87

• Batteries for solar panels -   
   $32,000.00

St. Michael Prayer

St. Michael the Archangel, defend 
us in battle, be our protection 
against the wickedness and snares 
of the devil. 
May God rebuke him we humbly 
pray; and do thou, O Prince of the 
Heavenly host, by the divine power 
of God, cast into hell Satan and all 
the evil spirits who roam through-
out the world seeking the ruin of 
souls. 
Amen.

Scan this  
QR Code  
to visit OLMC's 
Website.

Jules Lagarde, a resident at Our Lady of 

Charity Transitional Homeless Shelter, 
recently sang at Prayer Meeting.
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Hours
The Church is open
Mondays - Fridays: 7 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Saturdays: 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Sundays: 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Office Hours
Mondays - Fridays: 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Pastor’s Hours 
Tuesdays to Fridays: 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Call to set up an appointment

Week in Preview
Youth Ministry: 
Mondays at 4:30 p.m.

Music Ministry: 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Charismatic Prayer Group: 
Thursdays from 7 p.m.-8:30 p.m.

Masses
Weekend 

Saturdays: 6 p.m.   
Sundays:    7:30 a.m. 
     9:30 a.m. 
                    12:30 p.m.(Coral Bay)

Weekday
Tuesdays at 6 p.m. (CORAL BAY)
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
Thursdays & Fridays at 7 a.m.

DEVOTIONS
Eucharistic Adoration
Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays at 5 p.m.; after Masses; or by 
appointment

'Love: The Direct Road to the Kingdom of God'

By Adeline Jean
 This Sunday’s Mass readings make it clear that there are no short-cuts to the king-
dom of God. There is only a short way to get there: Love — love of God and neighbor.
	 The	First	Reading	(Deuteronomy	6:2-6)	begins	with	the	development	of	the	first	
commandment that was given in (5:6-10) that comprises the basic principle of the entire 
Mosaic law, which is the central theme of the Book of Deuteronomy. Because the He-
brew people enjoyed a sacred covenant with the Lord that was binding to both parties, the 
Hebrew people, for their part, must have an unwavering loving and respectful fear of the 
Lord and to keep His commandments. This is made clear when Moses said, “Hear, O Is-
rael! The LORD is our God, the LORD alone! Therefore, you shall love the LORD, your 
God, with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength. Take to heart 
these words which I enjoin on you today.” This passage was so important to the Hebrew 
people that it became known as the Shema (because in Hebrew “Hear, O Israel!” is shema 
yisra’el), a prayer that has been, until today, prayed daily in the mornings and evenings.
	 In	the	Gospel	Reading	(Mark	12:28-34)	Jesus	adds	to	this	“first	of	all	the	com-
mandments”: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment 
greater than these.” When Jesus said this, one of the scribes who was questioning Jesus 
added, “[This commandment of loving God and neighbor] is worth more than all burnt 
offerings	and	sacrifices.”	To	this	Jesus	responded,	“You	are	not	far	from	the	kingdom	of	
God.” Jesus’ response indicates that Jesus recognized that this scribe saw the truth—lov-
ing others because of love of God is what really leads believers to the kingdom of God. 
Believers should seek and act in love alone, an internal feeling, rather than focusing on 
the	outward	manifestation	of	offering	up	sacrifices	where	duty,	not	love,	is	the	motivation.	
The kingdom of God can be viewed as this-worldly (the physical tangible world), which 
is living according to God’s laws here on earth, as much as it can be interpreted as oth-
erworldly	(the	spiritual	intangible	world),	which	is	the	celestial	place	of	final	union	with	
God.  
	 The	thought	of	reaching	the	kingdom	of	God	by	a	direct	path	invites	a	reflection	
on Augustine’s philosophical and political theological work, The City of God, which is 
expressed using the stylistic analogies of “two cities.” Augustine wrote this work after 
Rome, the superpower of his time, fell to the hands of barbarians. This writing responded 
to critics who erroneously believed that Rome fell because belief in Christ had replaced 
pagan	worship.	Based	on	this	historical	context	in	which	Augustine	wrote,	the	first	city	is	
Rome. This city can be likened to the new Babylon (where the Hebrew people were once 
in exile), and it is the symbol for worldliness. The second city is Jerusalem. This city can 
be likened to the city of heaven, and it is the symbol of Christian community. Because our 
fallen world was redeemed by Jesus, Augustine perceives the world in his era as compris-
ing these two cities — one temporal (the fallen world) and one eternal (the saved world). 
	 Similarly,	these	two	cities	can	be	further	interpreted	as	two	different	loves	that	
humankind	develop.	The	first	city,	the	City	of	Man,	symbolizes	living	for	the	pleasures	of	
this world, love of self at the expense of the love of neighbor. Those choosing and lov-
ing the City of Man seek to please others and to gain their approval so that they can be 
glorified;	they	are	driven	by	pride	and	their	desire	for	earthly	power.	The	second	city,	the	
City of God, symbolizes the kingdom of God on earth — the Church, which includes a 
spiritual lifestyle with spiritual attachments — as well as, the heavenly kingdom of God. 
Those choosing and loving the City of God die to self, live for the common good, seek 
only	God’s	approval	and	to	glorify	God;	their	goal	is	the	flourishing	of	all,	and	to	be	saved	
so	as	to	find	a	place	in	heaven.	Believers	who	choose	to	follow	the	commandment	to	love	
God and neighbor have taken the direct road to the kingdom of God and are thus citizens 
of the City of God, so they will be rewarded accordingly. 
 The Second Reading (Hebrews 7:23-28), establishes a comparison between Jesus 
and the Levitical priests: “The levitical [sic] priests were many because they were pre-
vented	by	death	from	remaining	in	office,	but	Jesus,	because	he	remains	in	office	forever,	
has a priesthood that does not pass away. Therefore, he is always able to save those who 
approach God through him, since he lives forever to make intercession for them.” This is 
a statement of the new reality: The redemptive work of Jesus, the high priest, has be-
come a new and permanent covenant that is superior to the Mosaic covenant because it 
is eternal. Jesus’ eternal priesthood has replaced the Levitical priesthood with its ongoing 
succession	and	sacrifices.	Jesus	is	exalted	and	eternally	present	in	heaven	as	a	permanent	
intercessor ready and able to save all who approach God through Him. 
As our permanent intercessor, let us not be afraid or embarrassed to go to Jesus with any 
problem or for any need. Jesus waits for us with arms open wide. Jesus merely wants us to 
humble ourselves and admit we need Him. 
 Prayer: Lord, thank you for allowing me to look past the commandments as laws 
or rules to be followed but to instead see them as a call to love more. Amen
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