
 

Parish Announcements

• SECOND COLLECTION: The second collection this weekend will be 
for the Catholic Campaign for Human Development. Next weekend's 
second collection will be for the soup kitchen.

• MASS: The Thanksgiving Mass on Thursday, Nov. 25 will be at 8:30 
a.m.

• LUNCHEON: Our annual Thanksgiving Luncheon will be held at noon 
Thursday, Nov. 25, 2021.

• CLOSINGS: The OLMC office and Catholic Charities office and soup 
kitchen will be closed on Thursday, Nov. 25 and Friday, Nov. 26.

• PRAYER MEETING: There will be no Prayer Meeting on Thursday, Nov.  
25, 2021.

• ADVENT MISSION: OLMC will hold an Advent Mission at 7 p.m.  
Dec. 7-9, 2021 in Coral Bay. Confession will be held at 5:30 to 6:45 
p.m. Friday, Dec. 10 in Cruz Bay. For those who will need transpor-
tation to Coral Bay for the mission, please sign up at the back of the 
church.

• SPANISH MASS: The Spanish Mass will resume on Sunday, Nov. 28 at 
5:30 p.m.

Monday: Nov. 22 
Dn 1:1-6,8-20
Lk 21:1-4

Tuesday: Nov. 23
Dn 2:31-45
Lk 21:5-11

Wednesday: Nov. 24
Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-
17, 23-28
Lk 21:12-19

Thursday: Nov. 25
Dn 6:12-28
Lk 21:20-28

Friday: Nov. 26

Dn 7:2-14
Lk 21:29-33

Saturday: Nov. 27

Dn 7:15-27
Lk 21:34-36

Sunday: Nov. 28

Jer 33:14-16
1 Thes 3:12--4:2
Lk 21:25-28, 34-36

Daily Readings

Mass Intentions: November 20-26, 2021
Sat. Nov. 20  6 p.m.  Birthday blessings for Gertrude Verdant   
     requested by her family; & for James   
     Taylor for healing requested by Martha   
     and Lewis Sauerbrey; & 50th wedding   
     anniversary to Martha & Lewis Sauerbrey
Sun. Nov. 21  7:30 a.m. In loving memory of Richard Furjanic   
     requested by Deborah & Donald Schnell;  
     birthday blessings for Andrea Joseph and  
     Catherine Lee requested by their family 

     and birthday blessings for Dora Tira  
   9:30 a.m.  Birthday blessings for Mary Athanase   
     requested by her family; in loving memory  
     of Krystyna Kryznowek requested by Donna  
     & Paul Dawson; & anniversary blessings for  
     Donna & Paul Dawson    
   12:30 p.m. In loving memory of Phyllis Hall requested  
     by Maura Francis
Tue. Nov. 23  6 p.m.  In loving memory of Phyllis Hall requested  
     by Maura Francis
Wed. Nov. 24  6 p.m.   For James Taylor for healing requested by  
     Martha  and Lewis Sauerbrey 
Thu. Nov. 25  8:30 a.m. For Cynthia Charles, O'Ryan Joseph & Kishorn  
     Duncan for God's protection & deliverance  
     requested Cynthia Charles
Fri. Nov. 26   7 a.m.  For Cynthia Charles, O'Ryan Joseph & Kishorn  
     Duncan for God's protection & deliverance 

     requested Cynthia Charles

OLMC Member Birthdays
Nov. 20-Nov. 26

• Mary Athanase  Nov. 21
• Kaylee Prosper  Nov. 21
• Dora Tira   Nov. 24
• Catherine Lee  Nov. 24
• Eli Sosa   Nov. 25
• Andrea Joseph  Nov. 26

If your birthday is not listed, call the 
office at 776-6339.

Continue to pray for the members of our body who are sick or 
suffering both on and off island. May we keep them in our hearts 
and in our minds. The names of the sick are posted on the bulletin 
board in the back of the church.

If you would like to donate the SANCTUARY CANDLE  or ALTAR FLOWERS in 
memory of someone or in celebration of a special occasion, please call the 

office and schedule a date. A free will donation is welcome.

Getting ready for Thanksgiving

Our Lady of Mount Carmel has purchased land in Coral Bay 
to build this chapel, which will be named, St. Therese. We 

need your financial support to make this a reality.
To make a donation,

* Make checks payable to Our Lady of Mount Carmel, P.O. 
Box 241, St. John, VI 00831; memo line: Coral Bay Chapel.
* PayPal: Our Lady of Mount Carmel (olmc@hotmail.com)
* Online giving: www.myowngiving.com/Default.aspx-
?cid=1390

Donations are tax-deductible.

Thank you to the Joseph family for 

Stewardship of Treasure
 Nov. 13 6 p.m.    $346.00
 Nov. 14 7:30 a.m.  $838.00
   9:30 a.m.  $1,045.00
   12:30 p.m  $288.00

~ Wish List ~

• Install fencing and 3 gates around 
front of the hall -          $11,503.87

• Batteries for solar panels -   
   $32,000.00

St. Michael Prayer

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us 
in battle, be our protection against the 
wickedness and snares of the devil. 
May God rebuke him we humbly pray; 
and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly 
host, by the divine power of God, cast 
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits 
who roam throughout the world seek-
ing the ruin of souls. 
Amen.

Scan this  
QR Code  
to visit OLMC's 
Website.

OLMC receives donations from the Westin 
Resort for our annual Thanksgiving  
Luncheon, which will be held on Thursday, 
Nov. 25, 2021.
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Hours
The Church is open
Mondays - Fridays: 7 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Saturdays: 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Sundays: 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Office Hours
Mondays - Fridays: 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Pastor’s Hours 
Tuesdays to Fridays: 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Call to set up an appointment

Week in Preview
Youth Ministry: 
Mondays at 4:30 p.m.

Music Ministry: 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Charismatic Prayer Group: 
Thursdays from 7 p.m.-8:30 p.m.

Masses
Weekend 

Saturdays: 6 p.m.   
Sundays:    7:30 a.m. 
     9:30 a.m. 
                    12:30 p.m.(Coral Bay)

Weekday
Tuesdays at 6 p.m. (CORAL BAY)
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
Thursdays & Fridays at 7 a.m.

DEVOTIONS
Eucharistic Adoration
Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays at 5 p.m.; after Masses; or by 
appointment

'Jesus Christ the King — Alpha and Omega: The Bookends  

of Jesus’ Divinity and of Life Itself'

By Adeline Jean
 This Sunday’s readings for the Solemnity of Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, 
evoke thoughts on Jesus’ Incarnation (God became flesh) and Parousia (Jesus’ Second 
Coming) as bookends, first, of Jesus’ divinity, expressed in the title Jesus gives Himself 
— Alpha and Omega (the first and the last), and, second, of life itself. 
 In the Gospel Reading (John 18:33-37), Jesus tells Pilate, “My kingdom does 
not belong to this world.” Pilate then asks, “Then you are a king?” Jesus responds, “You 
say I am a king. For this I was born and for this I came into the world [was incarnated], 
to testify to the truth.” Jesus does not acknowledge Pilate’s description of Him as “king” 
because Jesus knows Pilate’s understanding of kingship is not the same as His. When 
Jesus is crucified, Pilate has the inscription placed at the top of Jesus’ cross, “Jesus the 
Nazorean, the King of the Jews.” This title was used only by unbelievers, not by those 
who really knew and followed Jesus, namely, His apostles and disciples who considered 
Jesus as the “Messiah.” Either title, “King” or “Messiah,” would have been threatening 
to the Roman rulers. This explains why Jesus responds with a casual, almost negative, 
affirmation of “you say so.” Jesus does not desire nor need any titles. Jesus said that His 
purpose for coming into the world is “to testify to the truth,” which is the truth of the 
Kingdom of God: First, the Kingdom of God on the earth in the everyday lived experi-
ences of humanity where all encounter God as we encounter each other, and, second, the 
Kingdom of God in heaven. Therefore, Jesus chooses not to reduce His divinity to that 
of a man-given title of “king.” However, ironically, this is the title that Jesus self-iden-
tifies with though Jesus’ title of “King of the Universe,” which is acknowledged by 
believers, is more all-encompassing than that of “King of the Jews.” 
 The apocalyptic writing of the First Reading (Daniel 7:13-14) shares the same 
physical and socio-cultural context of last Sunday’s First Reading, that of Syrian occu-
pation of Israel. It therefore has the same goal of uplifting those who are suffering at the 
hands of foreign rulers. Moreover, this reading affords an important expression, “Son of 
Man.” The author writes: “One like a Son of man coming, on the clouds of heaven…the 
one like a Son of man received dominion, glory, and kingship; all peoples, nations, and 
languages serve him.” Though scholars debate whether “Son of Man” symbolizes the 
“people of God” or an individual like the Messiah (the Anointed One), “Son of Man” is 
a description used for Jesus in the Gospels, the Acts of the Apostles, and in Revelation. 
It is the title most used in the New Testament to refer to Jesus who will become the 
source of salvation, and it is the title used in connection with Jesus’ Second Coming. 
 The Second Reading (Revelation 1:5-8), also an apocalyptic writing meant to 
offer consolation in the midst of darkness, further develops the idea of the First Reading 
where the “Son of Man” is described as “coming on the clouds.” In the book of Rev-
elation, Jesus is described as the One “who loves us and has freed us from our sins by 
his blood, who has made us into a kingdom…Behold, he is coming amid the clouds.” 
Additionally, the author, the apostle John, reveals the self-description of Jesus: “I am the 
Alpha and the Omega…the one who is and who was and who is to come, the almighty 
[sic].” Jesus’ coming to testify to the truth of the Kingdom of God is the first bookend 
that marks the first realization of Jesus’ divinity while Jesus’ Second Coming is the 
bookend that marks the final revelation of Jesus’ divinity. Jesus’ divinity is the locus and 
telos Jesus’ kingship. 
 “Alpha and Omega” are “A to Z” in the Greek alphabet, so they symbolical-
ly describe Jesus as the first and the last. He who was incarnated and who will come 
again — the beginning and end of all things. This is a simple description and title, but it 
speaks volumes. Jesus’ divinity and Jesus’ kingship are inseparable. All things begin and 
end with Jesus, who is God and King. Jesus as Alpha and Omega serves as bookends 
for the lives of believers because Jesus determines the parameters and the intermediary 
details of believers’ lives if they allow Jesus to. A Christian’s life begins with Jesus at 
Baptism, journeys with Jesus as he or she accepts and holds Jesus as Lord of his or her 
life, and then his or her life ends with the hope of union with Jesus. 
 Christians make Jesus the King of their lives by totally surrendering every 
aspect of their lives to Jesus. Jesus wants to be King of every area of a Christian’s life, 
not just of some areas. When Jesus is King of every area of our lives, enlightenment, 
healing, and miracles will be the norm. In exercising His kingship over our lives, Jesus 
turns our lives into precious jewels. We become priceless gems in the Kingdom of God 
here on earth. Our lives become fit for a king, the King, to enter in and to act. 
 Prayer: Lord Jesus, help me to remember every day that you are my God and 
King who bookends my past, present, and future, so nothing in my life is by chance.
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