
 

Parish Announcements

• SECOND COLLECTION: The second collection this weekend will be for 
altar flowers. Next week's second collection is for the soup kitchen.

• PRAYER MEETING: There will be no Prayer Meeting until Jan. 6, 2022.
• RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Religious Education will resume on Saturday, 

Jan. 8, 2022.
• CLOSINGS: OLMC office & Catholic Charities office & soup kitchen will 

close at noon on Friday, Dec. 24 and will be closed on Monday, Dec. 
26, 2021.

• SPANISH MASS: The Spanish Mass has resumed on Sundays at  
5:30 p.m.

• COOK/DRIVER NEEDED: Catholic Charities St. John is looking for a 
part-time cook/driver. For more information, contact Digna Doway at 
340-775-0969 or 340-514-9390.

Monday: Dec. 20
Is 7:10-14
Lk 1:26-38

Tuesday: Dec. 21
Sg 2:8-14
Lk 1:39-45

Wednesday: Dec. 22
1 Sm 1:24-28
Lk 1:46-56

Thursday: Dec. 23
Mal 3:1-4, 23-24
Lk 1:57-66

Friday: Dec. 24
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 
14a, 16 
Lk 1:67-79

Saturday: Dec. 25
Vigil: Is 62:1-5, Actgs 
13:16-17, 22-25, Mt 
1:1-25; Night: Is 9:1-6, 
Ti 2:11-14, Lk 2:1-14; 
Day: Is 52:7-10, Heb 
1:1-6, Jn 1:1-18

Sunday: Dec. 26
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14
Col 3:12-21
Lk 2:41-52

Daily Readings

Mass Intentions: December 18-24, 2021

Sat. Dec. 18  6 p.m.  For Cynthia Charles, O'Ryan Joseph & Kishorn  
     Duncan for God's protection & deliverance  
     requested Cynthia Charles
Sun. Dec. 19  7:30 a.m. OLMC Parish
   9:30 a.m.  In loving memory of Edward & Teresita Nunez  
     requested by the loving daughters; and  
     birthday blessings for Neya Calixte requested 

     by Marcella Calixte & family
   12:30 p.m. For the Coral Bay community
Tue. Dec. 21  6 p.m.  For Cynthia Charles, O'Ryan Joseph & Kishorn  
     Duncan for God's protection & deliverance  
     requested Cynthia Charles
Wed. Dec. 22  6 p.m.   For the homeless in our community
Thu. Dec. 23  7 a.m.  For Cynthia Charles, O'Ryan Joseph & Kishorn  
     Duncan for God's protection & deliverance  
     requested Cynthia Charles
Fri. Dec. 24   6 p.m.  Anniversary blessings for Helen & Paul Peltier
   10:30 p.m. Birthday blessings for Reanna Victorin  
     requested by Colleen & Martin Victorin

Offer a Mass for your loved ones. Call the office at 776-6339. 

OLMC Member Birthdays
Dec. 18-24

• Celso Principaal  Dec. 18
• Glycerius Herman  Dec. 21
• Ronald Lee Jr.  Dec. 21
• Deacon Cassius Mathurin Dec. 24
• Julia Joseph-Mingo  Dec. 24
• Reanna Victorin  Dec. 24

If your birthday is not listed, call the 
office at 776-6339.

Continue to pray for the members of our body who are sick or 
suffering both on and off island. May we keep them in our hearts 
and in our minds. The names of the sick are posted on the bulletin 
board in the back of the church.

If you would like to donate the SANCTUARY CANDLE  or ALTAR FLOWERS in 
memory of someone or in celebration of a special occasion, please call the 

office and schedule a date. A free will donation is welcome.

Thank you to the Joseph family for 

Stewardship of Treasure
 Dec. 11 6 p.m.    $312.00
 Dec. 12 7:30 a.m.  $1,087.00
   9:30 a.m.  $1,014.00
   12:30 p.m  $78.00

Our Lady of Mount Carmel's Youth Group would like to attend the 2022 Pro-Life 
March in January 2022 in Washington, D.C. We are seeking sponsors for the 
youth. The cost would be $1,500.00 per youth. We have about eight youth. The 
fee includes airfare and hotel. For more information about sponsoring a youth, 
call the church at 340-776-6339.

To make a donation,
* Make checks payable to Our Lady of Mount Carmel, P.O. Box 241,  
St. John, VI 00831; memo line: Pro-Life March
* PayPal: Our Lady of Mount Carmel (olmc@hotmail.com)
* Online giving: www.myowngiving.com/Default.aspx?cid=1390

Donations are tax-deductible.

~ Wish List ~

• Install fencing and 3 gates around 
front of the hall -          $11,503.87

St. Michael Prayer

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us 
in battle, be our protection against the 
wickedness and snares of the devil. 
May God rebuke him we humbly pray; 
and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly 
host, by the divine power of God, cast 
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits 
who roam throughout the world seek-
ing the ruin of souls. 
Amen.

Scan this  
QR Code  
to visit OLMC's 
Website.

March for Life 2022

OLMC youth and 
adults who attend-
ed the Pro-Life 
March in 2020.
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Hours
The Church is open
Mondays - Fridays: 7 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Saturdays: 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Sundays: 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Office Hours
Mondays - Fridays: 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Pastor’s Hours 
Tuesdays to Fridays: 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Call to set up an appointment

Week in Preview
Youth Ministry: 
Mondays at 4:30 p.m.

Music Ministry: 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Charismatic Prayer Group: 
Thursdays from 7 p.m.-8:30 p.m.

Masses
Weekend 

Saturdays: 6 p.m.   
Sundays:    7:30 a.m. 
     9:30 a.m. 
                    12:30 p.m.(Coral Bay)

Weekday
Tuesdays at 6 p.m. (CORAL BAY)
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
Thursdays & Fridays at 7 a.m.

DEVOTIONS
Eucharistic Adoration
Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays at 5 p.m.; after Masses; or by 
appointment

'Blessed are All Who Believe Right Where They Are'

By Adeline Jean
 This Sunday’s Mass readings present a call to faith — a call to believe 
within and regardless of the very life circumstances that we Christians find our-
selves in — and this act of faith is the source of peace.
 In the First Reading (Micah 5:1-6), the prophet Micah prophesies of one 
who will come to deliver Israel. Though little is known of Micah’s background, 
and for most part he may seem to be unimportant, he gives a powerful proph-
esy of a coming messiah, one who would deliver the Israelites: “You, Bethle-
hem-Ephrathah too small to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come 
forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel…he shall be peace.”
 We learn two lessons from this scripture. First, when God puts His hands 
on a person and calls him or her by name for a particular work, He changes his 
or her life and destiny. Second this town appears to be regarded as small and 
insignificant, anyone originating from such a place would usually be expected 
to be likewise small and insignificant. Therefore, we learn that our early life 
circumstances over which we had no control, should not limit our potential. We 
have to rise above our personal, familial, communal, and societal situations to 
accomplish our dreams, with the help of God.
 The Gospel (Luke 1:39-45) reading opens with Mary, having just re-
ceived this wonderful news, hurrying by herself to serve her cousin Elizabeth 
who has also miraculously conceived. Mary’s gender did not stop her from 
saying “yes” to God though no man was there to stand by her side to give her 
permission, for support, nor to give the legitimacy that women in that era needed. 
Based on what we learn in scripture, Elizabeth would have been the first person 
to have met Jesus. 
 Prominent scientists and physicians have testified publicly, even before 
the United States Senate, that life begins at conception. As such, Jesus was not 
just some cells still forming after conception when Mary visited Elizabeth. The 
Holy Spirit that entered into Mary at conception through whom she conceived, 
also sent her to Elizabeth so that the Lord could confirm this miracle. This 
occurred when Mary meets Elizabeth and Elizabeth exclaims, “Blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And how does this happen 
to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?” 
 Elizabeth testifies to Mary’s faith, “Blessed are you who believed that 
what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.” Only through the power 
of the Holy Spirit could Elizabeth make these two pronouncements. Though 
Mary could have been labelled a prostitute for having conceived without the 
knowledge of Joseph to whom she was betrothed, she never defended herself, 
she never tried to convince Joseph to believe her story. Mary stood strong in faith 
being obedient to God although the cost would have been great. Similarly, Eliz-
abeth stepped out in faith to give a word of knowledge to Mary to confirm the 
work the Lord had done in Mary’s life. This is something that would be expected 
of her husband Zechariah, a priest, not of her, a mere woman and his wife.
 The Second Reading (Hebrews 10:5-10) presents the ultimate example of 
faith, Jesus’ faith, amid His human life circumstances and social location — ful-
filling the will of His Father. From the author of this book, we hear the words of 
Jesus: “Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared for me; 
in holocausts and sin offerings you took no delight. Then I said, ‘As is written of 
me in the scroll, behold, I come to do your will, O God.’” 
 Through these words we can discern that God does not desire actions, 
which signify only acts of obedience. Rather, God desires our love through 
which faith is nurtured. With such faith we can accomplish the impossible as 
Jesus did when He accepted the will of God —  taking on the body of a man, and 
through that body, suffering and dying.
 Prayer: Lord, grant that as I step out in faith each day accomplishing 
your will for my life despite the conditions I have to face, may peace abound in 
my heart. Amen
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