
 

Parish Announcements

• PRAYER MEETING: There will be no Prayer Meeting until Jan. 6, 2022.
• RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Religious Education will resume on Saturday, 

Jan. 8, 2022.
• STEEL PAN: Steel pan will resume on Tuesday, Jan. 11, 2021, for 

youth.
• CLOSINGS: OLMC office & Catholic Charities office & soup kitchen will 

close at noon Friday, Dec. 31.
• SPANISH MASS: The Spanish Mass has resumed on Sundays at  

5:30 p.m.
• COOK/DRIVER NEEDED: Catholic Charities St. John is looking for a 

part-time cook/driver. For more information, contact Digna Doway at 
340-775-0969 or 340-514-9390.

• MASS CARDS: Religious Education students are reminded to have 
their Mass cards signed when they attend Mass by a teacher, deacon, 
acolyte or priest.

Monday: Dec. 27
1 Jn 1:1-4
Jn 20:1a, 2-8

Tuesday: Dec. 28
1 Jn 1:5--2:2
Mt 2:13-18

Wednesday: Dec. 29
1 Jn 2:3-11
Lk 2:22-35

Thursday: Dec. 30
1 Jn 2:12-17
Lk 2:36-40

Friday: Dec. 31
1 Jn 2:18-21
Jn 1:1-18

Saturday: Jan. 1
Nm 6:22-27
Gal 4:4-7
Lk 2:16-21

Sunday: Jan. 2
Is 60:1-6
Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6
Mt 2:1-12

Daily Readings

Mass Intentions: December 26-31, 2021
Sun. Dec. 26  7:30 a.m. OLMC benefactors
   9:30 a.m.  Birthday blessings for Liandra Dagou  
     requested by her family; & in loving memory 

     of Marcel Metor requested by Maggie Metor 

     & family
   12:30 p.m. For the Coral Bay community
   5:30 p.m. For the Hispanic community of St. John
Tue. Dec. 28  6 p.m.  For Butch Fisher for God's blessings requested  
     by Gail & Scott Killian
Wed. Dec. 29  6 p.m.   For Cynthia Charles, O'Ryan Joseph & Kishorn  
     Duncan for God's protection & deliverance  
     requested Cynthia Charles & birthday  
     blessings for Camal Mohammed requested by 

     Adeline Jean & family
Thu. Dec. 30  7 a.m.  For Cynthia Charles, O'Ryan Joseph & Kishorn  
     Duncan for God's protection & deliverance  
     requested Cynthia Charles
Fri. Dec. 31   7 a.m.  For the sick in our parish
   6 p.m.  OLMC benefactors
   10:30 p.m. OLMC Parish

Offer a Mass for your loved ones. Call the office at 776-6339. 

OLMC Member Birthdays
Dec. 25-31

• Noellise Powell  Dec. 25
• Amerie Otto  Dec. 26
• Deacon Michael Jackson Dec. 27
• Liandra Dagou  Dec. 29

If your birthday is not listed, call the 
office at 776-6339.

Continue to pray for the members of our body who are sick or 
suffering both on and off island. May we keep them in our hearts 
and in our minds. The names of the sick are posted on the bulletin 
board in the back of the church.

If you would like to donate the SANCTUARY CANDLE  or ALTAR FLOWERS in 
memory of someone or in celebration of a special occasion, please call the 

office and schedule a date. A free will donation is welcome.

Thank you to the Joseph family for 

Stewardship of Treasure
 Dec. 18 6 p.m.    $422.00
 Dec. 19 7:30 a.m.  $421.00
   9:30 a.m.  $842.00
   12:30 p.m  $96.00
   5:30 p.m.  $94.00

Our Lady of Mount Carmel's Youth Group would like to attend the 2022 Pro-Life 
March in January 2022 in Washington, D.C. We are seeking sponsors for the 
youth. The cost would be $1,500.00 per youth. We have about eight youth. The 
fee includes airfare and hotel. For more information about sponsoring a youth, 
call the church at 340-776-6339.

To make a donation,
* Make checks payable to Our Lady of Mount Carmel, P.O. Box 241,  
St. John, VI 00831; memo line: Pro-Life March
* PayPal: Our Lady of Mount Carmel (olmc@hotmail.com)
* Online giving: www.myowngiving.com/Default.aspx?cid=1390

Donations are tax-deductible.

~ Wish List ~

• Install fencing and 3 gates around 
front of the hall -          $11,503.87

St. Michael Prayer

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us 
in battle, be our protection against the 
wickedness and snares of the devil. 
May God rebuke him we humbly pray; 
and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly 
host, by the divine power of God, cast 
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits 
who roam throughout the world seek-
ing the ruin of souls. 
Amen.

Scan this  
QR Code  
to visit OLMC's 
Website.

March for Life 2022

OLMC youth and 
adults who attend-
ed the Pro-Life 
March in 2020.
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Hours
The Church is open
Mondays - Fridays: 7 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Saturdays: 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Sundays: 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Office Hours
Mondays - Fridays: 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Pastor’s Hours 
Tuesdays to Fridays: 9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Call to set up an appointment

Week in Preview
Youth Ministry: 
Mondays at 4:30 p.m.

Music Ministry: 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Charismatic Prayer Group: 
Thursdays from 7 p.m.-8:30 p.m.

Masses
Weekend 

Saturdays: 6 p.m.   
Sundays:    7:30 a.m. 
     9:30 a.m. 
                    12:30 p.m.(Coral Bay)

Weekday
Tuesdays at 6 p.m. (CORAL BAY)
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
Thursdays & Fridays at 7 a.m.

DEVOTIONS
Eucharistic Adoration
Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays at 5 p.m.; after Masses; or by 
appointment

'Holiness within the Family is not what it Seems'

By Adeline Jean
 This Sunday’s Mass readings for the Feast of the Holy Family inspires an 
interpretation of family life as “holy” in relation to that of the Holy Family’s.
 Holiness is not synonymous with perfection. Humans can never be perfect. 
Only the Trinity—Father, Son, and Spirit are perfect. God demonstrated at creation 
that He is perfect in that He created a world that is perfectly formed with not even 
a minor detail not accounted for. Jesus demonstrated His perfection in the way He 
lived, by what He taught, and in what He accomplished, which all demonstrated love. 
Jesus is a personification of love. The Spirit is perfect because the Spirit consumes the 
whole world, including human beings, and brings order as all things work together for 
the good through the power of the Spirit who makes worldly and spiritual connections 
that are humanly impossible.
 The Gospel Reading (Luke 2:41-52) gives the only glimpse of the Holy Fami-
ly as they engage in day-to-day living.
 This one incident of Jesus being lost in the Temple discloses that Jesus, Mary, 
and Joseph lived and had experiences like any other typical family. Three things 
can be described as making this family “holy” despite the challenges they faced as 
a normal, average family. First, the father of the family, Joseph, became the father 
of a child who was divinely conceived and whose destiny would change the destiny 
of all humankind. Joseph was specially chosen by the Lord to be the father of Jesus. 
Joseph lived a life of silence and obscurity, never revealing his true role in Jesus’ life. 
This revelation made by the angel to Joseph points to the second reason why the Holy 
Family can be considered as “holy”—Mary’s conception of Jesus, the Son of God, is a 
work of the Spirit. Mary is not a characteristic human being as well because She was 
immaculately conceived. Mary is also holy because She was specially chosen from 
among all women to become the Mother of God, and She, in turn, similarly agreed to 
this call.
 Third, the Holy Family is holy because Jesus is no ordinary child: Jesus is 
both human and divine. Moreso, Jesus’ divinity puts the definitive seal on making the 
Holy Family holy because He is God incarnate living among humankind—experi-
encing and doing everything that human beings do, except sinning. Jesus is born into 
a family, so Jesus would have had to be respectful and obedient to His parents as the 
average child is expected to be.
 The Holy Trinity is a family, so God chose to come into this world in the 
context of a family. God chose to become incarnate, taking on flesh in the form of His 
Son Jesus, who was born like the average human being, into the family of a man and 
a woman. This reality is suggestive of God’s plan for the family—a father, a mother, 
and children. Men and women are so divinely designed that one needs the other in 
order for children to be conceived. No matter how much science has and will develop, 
this certainty is not going to change. Even when scientific methods are used, a child 
cannot be conceived without the egg of a woman and the sperm of a man. The Holy 
Trinity is bounded by love. So too, human beings need to belong to a family because 
this is where love of other is expected to be born, nurtured, and released into the 
world. A family should similarly create a sense of belonging and be the place where a 
person first discovers himself/herself.
 The genealogy of Jesus makes it clear that Jesus’ family line is not “holy” in 
relation to any human measurement because it consists of prostitutes, pagans, adul-
terers, and murderers. God allowed this to illustrate that no family is perfect. Being 
holy is not about how much people pray, have faith, or practice religion. To be holy 
is our efforts at being the best we can be, living the best we can, making the best of 
what we have, and getting up when we fall down to go again. Holiness is not an ideal 
to achieve; it is our ongoing lifelong process of becoming divine, becoming like God. 
We will never fully achieve this, but that does not mean we must not try. Our entire 
life should be lived striving to become Godly so that we can greatly and positively 
impact the world. Holiness is not just a checkmark to acquire so that we can gain en-
try into heaven. Holiness is living in the here and now as God’s hands, feet, and voice. 
There is hope for all families to be holy—to become the best they can be.
 The First Reading (3:2-6, 12-14) and the Second Reading (Colossians 3:12-
21) present the laws and rewards for living as a family such as honoring and obeying 
father and mother, being compassionate, kind, humble, gentle, patient, and forgiving. 
These scriptures serve as two of the most powerful guides on how to best live as a 
family so that families can be “holy” as possible within the limitations of their human-
ity.
 Prayer: Jesus, may my family recognize our holiness as our strength. Amen
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