
 

Parish Announcements

• SECOND COLLECTION: This weekend's second collection is for the Perma-

nent Diaconate.
• CLOSING: OLMC office will be closed on Monday, Jan. 2 and Friday, Jan. 6. 

Catholic Charities' office and soup kitchen will be closed on Monday, Jan.2; 
Tuesday, Jan. 3; & Friday, Jan. 6.

• MARCH FOR LIFE: About 12 youth from our Youth Group are interested in 
attending March for Life in Washington, D.C., in January. The cost per youth 
is about $2,000.00, which includes airfare, hotel and transportation. For 
more information, call the church office at 340-776-6339.

• ALL-NIGHT VIGIL: All-night vigil will be held at 8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 6.
• RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Religious Education will resume on Jan. 14, 2023.
• PRAYER MEETING: Prayer Meeting will resume in January 2023.
• MASS CARDS: Parents, please have your child’s Mass card signed by a priest, 

deacon, acolyte or teacher when they attend Mass on the weekend.
• MEMBER REGISTRATION: Please fill out a parish registration form if you are 

not registered or if your information needs to be updated.
• RCIA: We are accepting registration for RCIA classes. These classes are for 

adults who would like to become a Catholic; adult Catholics who may not 
have made their First Communion or Confirmation; or Catholics who may 
want to know more about their faith. Classes are Mondays at 6 p.m. Please 
call the church office to sign up at 340-776-6339.

Monday: Jan. 2 
1 Jn 2:22-28 
Jn 1:19-28

Tuesday: Jan. 3
1 Jn 2:29--3:6
Jn 1:29-34

Wednesday: Jan. 4
1 Jn 3:7-10
Jn 1:35-42

Thursday: Jan. 5

1 Jn 3:11-21
Jn 1:43-51

Friday: Jan. 6
1 Jn 5:5-13 
Mk 1:7-11

Saturday: Jan. 7
1 Jn 5:14-21
Jn 2:1-11

Sunday: Jan. 8
Is 60:1-6
Eph 3:2-3a,5-6
Mt 2:1-12

Daily Readings

Mass Intentions: Dec. 31, 2022-Jan. 6, 2023

Sat. Dec. 31  6 p.m.  For Mary Roberts and family requested by  
     Mary Roberts
   10:30 p.m. Birthday blessings for Marcella Calixte  
     requested by her family
Sun. Jan. 1  8:30 a.m. Birthday blessings for Magdalene Charles  
     requested by Sandra Donaie
   11:30 a.m. Birthday blessings for Lea Hippolyte & Amelia  
     Hippolyte
   5:30 p.m. For the Hispanic Community on St. John
Tue. Jan. 3  6 p.m.  For Rosemary Joseph and family for God's  
     blessings requested by Rosemary Joseph
Wed. Jan. 4  6 p.m.  For the homeless in our community
Thu. Jan. 5  7 a.m.  For sick in our community
Fri. Jan. 6   7 a.m.  For an end to violence in our community

Offer a Mass for your loved ones. Call the office at 776-6339. 

OLMC Mem ber Birthdays
Dec. 31-Jan. 6

• Lea Hippolyte  Jan. 1
• Marcella Calixte  Jan. 2
• Amelia Hippolyte  Jan. 5
• Magdalene Charles  Jan. 6
• 

If your birthday is not listed, call the 
office at 776-6339.

Continue to pray for the members of our body who are sick or 
suffering both on and off island. May we keep them in our hearts 
and in our minds. The names of the sick are posted on the bulletin 
board in the back of the church.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel has purchased land in Coral Bay 
to build this chapel, which will be named, St. Therese. We 

need your financial support to make this a reality.
To make a donation,

* Make checks payable to Our Lady of Mount Carmel, P.O. 
Box 241, St. John, VI 00831; memo line: Coral Bay Chapel.
* PayPal: Our Lady of Mount Carmel (olmc@hotmail.com)

Donations are tax-deductible.

Stewardship of Treasure
 Dec. 24  6 p.m.   $495.00
    10:30 p.m.  $544.00
 Dec. 25  7:30 a.m.  $674.00
    9:30 a.m.  $1,909.00
    12:30 p.m.  $500.00

~ Wish List ~

• New temporary tent for Coral 
Bay = $2,500.00

St. Michael Prayer

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us 
in battle, be our protection against the 
wickedness and snares of the devil. 
May God rebuke him we humbly pray; 
and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly 
host, by the divine power of God, cast 
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits 
who roam throughout the world seek-

ing the ruin of souls. 
Amen.

Scan this  
QR Code  
to visit OLMC's 
Website.

A special thanks to the parish-

ioners who recently painted the 
interior of the church.

Sprucing up
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Hours

The Church is open
Mondays to Fridays:  
7 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Saturdays: 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Sundays: 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Office Hours
Mondays to Fridays:  
9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Pastor’s Hours 
Tuesdays to Fridays:  
9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Call for an appointment

Week in Preview

Youth Ministry: 
Mondays at 4:30 p.m.

Music Ministry: 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Charismatic Prayer Group: 
Thursdays from 7 p.m.-
8:30 p.m.

Masses
Weekend 

Saturdays: 6 p.m.   
Sundays:    7:30 a.m. 
     9:30 a.m. 
          12:30 p.m.(CORAL BAY)
                5:30 p.m. (SPANISH)

Weekday
Tuesdays at 6 p.m.  
                             (CORAL BAY)
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
Thursdays & Fridays  
                                   at 7 a.m.

DEVOTIONS
Eucharistic Adoration
Available 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays at 5 p.m.; after 
Masses; or by appointment

"The Unwrapped Christmas Gift"

By Adeline Jean
 

 In the readings on this Octave Day of Christmas, which is also 

the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, we celebrate what God has 

done for us through His Son Jesus.

 In the First Reading (Numbers 6: 22-27), we receive a most 

powerful blessing that came directly from the mouth of God: “The 

Lord bless you and keep you! The Lord let his face shine upon you, 

and be gracious to you! The Lord look upon you kindly and give you 

peace.” 

 The Responsorial Psalm (67) re-enforces this blessing. While 

this blessing was being uttered to Moses long before the coming of 

Jesus, we can receive it today and also understand its importance in 

hindsight. We can recognize that God indeed blessed us, shone His 

face on us, was gracious to us, and gave us peace when He sent Jesus 

into this world. Jesus is the “gift” that was given to us and we cele-

brate this gift each year at Christmas. No other gift can surpass this 

gift. When we reflect on all the gifts we had under the Christmas this 
year tree for giving as well as those we have received, it is clear that 

none compares with the best gift of Jesus Himself, making Himself 

available to us once we open our hearts to receive Him.

 In the Second Reading (Galatians 4:4-7), the blessing that was 

given to us is revealed: “God sent his Son, born of a woman, born 

under the law, to ransom those under the law…So you are no longer 

a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God (4-

5,7). God has blessed us by sending His Son Jesus, born of a woman, 

Mary. Jesus is the Son of God, but coming from the same substance 

of God (just as a human being is of the same substance as his or her 

parents), He is really God though in the Person of Jesus; thus, Mary is 

the Mother of God though she is the Mother of the human Jesus. We 

have been “ransomed” by Jesus because His death and resurrection 

destroyed the original sin we inherited when Adam and Eve sinned 

in the Garden of Eden. Jesus’ life was given so that we could be freed 

from that original sin and eternal death to instead accede to eternal life 

— no longer slaves but heirs.

 In the Gospel Reading (Luke 2:16-21), the Lord teaches us a 

valuable lesson when He reveals to the shepherds the birth and iden-

tity of Jesus. The Lord shows us that He values the humble, those 

who are considered as insignificant by society. He sent the shepherds 
to reveal the message He sent to Joseph and Mary. Joseph and Mary 

were also two humble and insignificant individuals who were chosen 
to be Jesus’ parents.

 Prayer: God, through the intercession of Mother Mary, may a 

new love for you be born in my heart today, and may I look upon the 

less fortunate with new eyes.


