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‹

 OLMC celebrated Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion with a procession from the entrance 

of Grande Bay to the church on March 29, 2026.



Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Grace to you and peace in the name of our Risen Lord. Happy Easter — Alleluia is 
our song!

During this sacred season, the Church invites us to rejoice deeply in the truth at 
the heart of our faith: Jesus Christ is risen; He is truly risen. The 50 days of Easter 
remind us that the joy of the Resurrection is greater and longer-lasting than the 
40 days of Lent. As Scripture assures us, “Weeping may endure for a night, but joy 
comes in the morning.”

In a world often marked by uncertainty, suffering, and unrest, we are tempted to 
believe that darkness, death, and division have the final word. Yet the Resurrection 
proclaims something far greater: evil will not prevail. Christ has conquered sin and 
death, and His victory is eternal.

Through the grace of our baptism, we have been raised with Christ and are called 
to live as people of the Resurrection — bearing witness to hope, love, and truth. This 
Easter season, I encourage each of you to remain close to Jesus through prayer, the 
sacraments, and acts of charity. Let the challenges of this passing world not dis-
courage us, but instead draw us nearer to the heart of Christ.

With hopeful anticipation, we look toward the promise of heaven, where we will 
share forever in the joy of the Lord, and where pain, sickness, war, and hatred will 
be no more.

Let us pray:

Lord Jesus, may the same Spirit that raised You from the dead dwell within us and 
give life to our mortal bodies. Strengthen our faith, renew our hope, and prepare 
our hearts for Your glorious return. Amen.

May the peace and joy of the Risen Christ remain with you and your families 
throughout this blessed Easter season.

Yours in Christ,

Fr. Anthony Abraham
Pastor
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✒ From the desk of the pastor
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‹

 Dushaune Lionel made his First Communion on 

Sunday, April 12, 2026.

First Communion

‹

 OLMC Pilgrims of Hope team participated in the 2026 

St. John Cancer Fund’s Light Up the Night on March 28, 

2026, at the National Park Ballfield. Thank you to everyone 

who contributed to OLMC raising more than $2,000.00 for 

the cause.

Light Up the Night

ghS giveS back

‹

 Gifft Hill School first-graders took the lead to collect 

canned foods and goods at the school, Midway, The Mar-

ketplace and St. John Market for Catholic Charities on  

St. John as part of Gifft Hill School Gives Back.
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St. Therese Chapel
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† Mail a check to: OLMC, P.O. Box 241,
St. John, VI 00831 (memo: St Therese Chapel)

† Use PayPal: Our Lady of Mount Carmel
(olmc@hotmail.com)

†  or SCAN the QR CODES
with your phone

St. Therese Chapel

‹  OLMC has started building St. 

Therese Chapel, a Catholic Church in 

Coral Bay. The first phase, the cistern, is 
completed. For the construction of this 

chapel, we need to raise the approximate 

total of $4.2 million dollars. You can help us 

bring this vision into reality, by first, joining 
us in prayer. The second thing you can do 

is donate to the St. Therese Catholic Chap-

el Campaign, where you have the option 

to give incrementally or make a one-time 

donation. Any small amount goes a long 

way. We thank you and we appreciate you 

helping us move forward, working togeth-

er, building the Kingdom of God.

           How to donate
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‹
 OLMC celebrated Palm Sunday of the Lord’s 

Passion from March 28-29, 2026.

Palm Sunday
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Holy Thursday

‹

 Fr. Anthony Abraham and Fr. Godfrey Chandya wash the 

feet of 12 men during the Holy Thursday-Evening Mass of the 

Lord’s Supper. 

Hurricane Thanksgiving Prayer 

December 1-May 31

God, our Father, all the elements of nature obey your 
command. We praise and thank you for your protection 
during the hurricane season. We ask you again to guide us 
through a new year free of earthquakes, floods and other 
natural disasters. Bless our families and bring peace to 
all nations. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, One 
God, forever and ever.       

Amen.
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Good Friday 

‹

 OLMC held our early morning Stations of the Cross on Good Friday, April 3, 2026, from Caneel Bay entrance to 
Mongoose Junction. Stations of the Cross and Good Friday Service were held in the church later that day.
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Easter Vigil & Baptisms

‹

 Our Lady of Mount Carmel had eight baptisms on Easter Vigil on Saturday, April 4, 2026. Baptized were Marisol, 
Mia, Miracle and Rashimo Blyden, Hadiya Sewer, Suzette Chung, Desha Brathwaite and A’nia Gordon (baby). Sewer, 
Chung and Brathwaite were initiated into the church by completing the RCIA course. Constance Peter, above, (fourth 
from the right) received First Communion and Confirmation by completing the RCIA course. 

‹ At left, Jahyir Al-
len was baptized 
on Easter Sunday, 
on April 5, 2026.

     At right, Noa 
Moe, infant, was 
baptized on March 
22, 2026. She is 
surrounded by her 
family and friends.

‹



By Brenon Joseph  

St. Mark the Evangelist: 
The Voice of St. Peter and Founder of the Church in Alexandria

hen we open the pages of the Gospel of Mark, 

we are not simply reading the work of an ancient 

writer; we are hearing the living echo of St. 

Peter himself. Among the four evangelists, St. Mark holds 

a unique and powerful place in the life of the Church. 

Though not one of the Twelve, he became one of the most 

influential figures in early Christianity: the interpreter of 

Peter, the author of the earliest Gospel, and the founder 

of the Church in Alexandria, one of the greatest centers of 

Christian learning in the ancient world.

The earliest Christian writers are unani-

mous in their testimony: St. Mark wrote 

his Gospel from the preaching of 

St. Peter. Around the year 110, St. 

Papias of Hierapolis recorded that 

“Mark, having become the inter-

preter of Peter, wrote down accu-

rately whatever he remembered.” 

St. Irenaeus of Lyons, writing in 

the second century, confirms this, 

saying that Mark handed down in 

writing what Peter had preached to 

the Church. 

This means that the Gospel of Mark is, 

in a very real sense, the Gospel according 

to Peter. Its vivid details, fast pace, and eyewit-

ness character reflect the personality of the fisherman 

apostle who walked with Jesus from Galilee to Jerusalem. 

Mark captures Peter’s memories with clarity and urgency, 

preserving for all generations the apostolic proclamation of 

Christ’s life, miracles, teachings, Passion, and Resurrec-

tion.

Most scholars agree that Mark’s Gospel was the first to 

be written, likely in the late 60s AD, during or shortly after 

the persecution of Christians under Emperor Nero. Its 

brevity and directness made it a foundational text for the 

early Church. Matthew and Luke both draw heavily from 

Mark’s structure and content, showing how deeply his work 

shaped the formation of the New Testament.

Mark’s Gospel emphasizes Jesus as a man of action; 

healing, teaching, casting out demons, and proclaiming the 

Kingdom with authority. It also highlights the cost of disci-

pleship, the reality of spiritual warfare, and the mystery of 

the Cross. Through Mark, the Church received a powerful 

and unfiltered proclamation of Christ’s mission.

W After the martyrdom of St. Peter in Rome, tradition tells us 

that Mark traveled to Alexandria, Egypt, one of the most 

important cities in the ancient world. Alexandria was a cen-

ter of philosophy, culture, and scholarship, making it fertile 

ground for the Gospel.

There, Mark founded the Church of Alexandria, which 

would become one of the great pillars of early Christianity. 

From this community emerged some of the most influential 

saints and theologians in Church history, including St. 

Athanasius, St. Cyril of Alexandria, Clement, and 

Origen. These giants of the faith defended the 

divinity of Christ, shaped the development of 

doctrine, and helped articulate the Church’s 

understanding of Scripture.

Mark’s missionary work in Alexan-

dria laid the foundation for a vibrant 

Christian tradition that would influence 

the entire world. His preaching in Alex-

andria was powerful, but it also stirred 

opposition according to ancient tradition. 

He was seized during a pagan festival, 

dragged through the streets, and martyred 

for his faith, but remaining steadfast in 

praising God throughout his suffering.

The church commemorates St. Mark the Evangelist 

on April 25, making the day of his martyrdom in 68 A.D. As 

he died, he is said to have prayed the words of Christ: “Into 

Your hands I commend my spirit.” The Alexandrian Church 

treasured his relics for centuries, and his symbol (the 

winged lion) became one of the most recognizable images 

in Christian art, representing courage, royalty, and the bold 

proclamation of the Gospel.

St. Mark the Evangelist is the Patron Saint of attorneys, 

captives, shoemakers, lions, notaries, glass workers, Egypt, 

and Venice. Invoked against impenitence, insect bites, 

scrofulous and struma diseases.

◆  Brenon Joseph is an OLMC parishioner St. John resident,  

who currently lives in Dallas-Fort Worth, Texas. Brenon  

is a Pre-Nicene Catholic Apologist on a mission to show  

Catholics-Christians the importance of church history.
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The OLMC Parish in Paradise Newsletter  

is composed by Fr. Anthony Abraham,  

Simonia Dagou & Lisa Etre; & layout by 

Simonia Dagou and Zoriah Noel.

To submit an article or for questions  

regarding OLMC Newsletter please  

contact: Lisa Etre by email at:  

olmc@hotmail.com  

Regular Mass Schedule

Saturdays: 7 a.m. &  

6 p.m. (VIGIL)

Sundays: 7:30 a.m.  9:30 a.m.

12:30 p.m. (Coral Bay)  

5:30 p.m. (Spanish)

Mondays, Thursdays & Fridays: 

7 a.m. 

Tuesdays: 6 p.m. (Coral Bay) 

Wednesdays: 6 p.m.

DEVOTIONS:

Eucharistic Adoration Daily: 24 hours a day
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.; after Masses; or by appoint-

ment
 

Baptism: By Appointment; 3 weeks preparation
 

Weddings: By Appointment; 6 months preparation 

 

Education: to educate and become educated in the truths  

of the Gospel and in the formation of conscience.     

Service: to reach out in love and service to those in need.   

Stewardship: to develop the material, financial and human  
resources of the Church and to manage them as faithful servants.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Mission Statement

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic Church will provide support to all through the liturgy, worship and education.  

We pledge to provide our parish community and our visitors a prayerful experience in an environment of friendliness  

and courtesy. We are committed to proclaim the Word of God in unity and love towards each other.

Our mission is: 

Evangelization: to evangelize ourselves, our families, 

our parish and our local community.   

Liturgy: to celebrate our faith with joy through vibrant 

and prayerful worship.     
‹

 Fr. Raymond Francis of Trinidad led the St. 
Thomas-St. John Lenten Mission from March 23 to 27 
at OLMC, Holy Family & at Sts. Peter & Paul Cathe-
dral. The theme was “Spiritual Renewal and Recon-
ciliation: ‘Seek First the Kingdom of God,’” Mt. 6:33.

Lenten Retreat Religious Education in Coral Bay

‹

 Digna Doway and Cyrillia Casimir teach Religious
Education classes in Coral Bay.
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