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Growing up together serving on 

the altar, Jacori and DJ are now 

mentoring our newest altar  

servers featured on the cover.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

We are the people of God who are called by God to work on building a civilization  

of love — reconciling with God, neighbor, creation and self through God’s love.

We hear time and time again that we are called to love God and neighbor,  

(Matt. 22:36-40.) Why do we love God? Because He loves us first. He is the one  
who takes the initiative. Yes, He makes the first step.

It is only when one comes to experience the love of God that is when the individual 

comes to know what true love is. The command to love God and neighbors are  

inseparable. We are called to love in this order. Love God and is through his love 

we are able to love neighbors.

On our journey in this life, we experience a level of emptiness. We are searching 

for that missing part of our lives. We don’t feel complete until we encounter  

God’s love. What is interesting is that the human person is looking for God and  

is unaware. The pursue for education, money, drugs, career, sex and material  

possessions still leaves us longing for something more. Having all these things 

still leaves us empty on the inside. That more happens to be our Heavenly  

Father’s love. 

St. Augustine says it well: “the human heart remains restless until it finds rest  
in God.” In other words, we are wired for love, to be loved my this God who is love. 

No one or nothing can satisfy this longing in our hearts.

Lord give us the grace today to receive your love. Make us a vessel of your love. We 

came in this world with nothing. Jesus let your love heal the hate and resentment. 

Help us to pass on that love to everyone we encounter today. Lord we desire to 

reconcile with you, others, and self. Thank you for loving us. We are aware that we 

are so unworthy for such a love. Jesus, teach us to love you and our neighbors.

In Christ,

 

Rev. Fr. Anthony Abraham

Pastor

✒ From the desk of the pastor



All Saints’ Day is a solemn holy day of the Catholic 

Church celebrated annually on November 1. The day is 

dedicated to the saints of the Church, that is, all those who 

have attained heaven. It should not be confused with All 

Souls’ Day, which is observed on November 2, and is dedi-

cated to those who have died and not yet reached heaven.

Although millions, or even billions of people may already be 

saints, All Saints’ Day observances tend to focus on known 

saints – that is those recognized in the canon of the saints 

by the Catholic Church.

All Saints’ Day is also commemorated by members of 

the Eastern Orthodox Church as well as some protestant 

churches, such as Lutheran and Anglican churches.

Generally, All Saints’ Day is a Catholic Holy Day of Obliga-

tion, meaning all Catholics are required to attend Mass 

on that day, unless they have an excellent excuse, such as 

serious illness.

Other countries have different rules according to their na-

tional bishop’s conferences. The bishops of each conference 

have the authority to amend the rules surrounding the 

obligation of the day.

All Saints’ Day was formally started by Pope Boniface IV, 

who consecrated the Pantheon at Rome to the Virgin Mary 

and all the Martyrs on May 13 in 609 AD. Boniface IV also 

established All Souls’ Day, which follows All Saints.

The choice of the day may have been intended to co-opt 

the pagan holiday “Feast of the Lamures,” a day which pa-

gans used to placate the restless spirits of the dead.

The holy day was eventually established on November 1 by 

Pope Gregory III in the mid-eighth century as a day dedi-

cated to the saints and their relics. The May 13 celebration 

was subsequently abandoned.

In Ireland, the Church celebrated All Saints’ Day on April 20, 

to avoid associating the day with the traditional harvest 

festivals and pagan feasts associated with Samhain, cele-

brated at the same time.

All Saints’ Day 

Following the establishment of the Frankish Empire, and 

following the reign of Charlemagne, the holy day, which 

was already celebrated on November 1, became a holy day 

of obligation by decree of Pope Gregory IV and Louis the 

Pious, who was king over a portion of Charlemagne’s former 

empire.

Following the Protestant Reformation, many Protestants 

retained the holy day, although they dismissed the need to 

pray for the dead. Instead, the day has been used to com-

memorate those who have recently died, usually in the past 

year, and to remember the examples of those who lived holy 

lives. The Catholic practice, however, celebrates all those 

who have entered heaven, including saints who are recog-

nized by the Church and those who are not.

Holy day customs vary around the world. In the United 

States, the day before is Halloween and is usually celebrated 

by dressing in costumes with themes of death commonly as-

sociated. Children go door-to-door in costume, trick-or-treat-

ing, that is soliciting candy from their neighbors. The holiday 

has lost much of its connection to its religious origins.

Although nearly everyone celebrates Halloween for the fun 

of the secular holiday, the following religious solemnity, is not 

widely practiced or acknowledged by most Americans unless 

they are Catholic.

In other countries, such as Portugal, Spain and Mexico,  

traditional practices include performance of the play,  

“Don Juan Tenorio” and offerings made to the dead.  

All Saints’ Day occurs on the same day as the Mexican  

“Dia de los Innocentes,” a day dedicated to deceased chil-

dren. Across much of Europe, the day is commemorated with 

offerings of flowers left on the graves of the dead. In Eastern 

Europe, candles are lit on graves instead of offerings of  

flowers.

In some places, such as the Philippines, graves can be paint-

ed and repaired by family members. Many of these practices 

blur the distinction between All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ 

Day. These celebrations often blur the distinction between 

All Saints’ Day, which is properly dedicated to those who are 

in heaven, and All Souls’ Day, on which prayers are offered for 

all those who have died, but have not yet reached heaven.

It is important to remember these basic facts:

Halloween is a secular holiday that comes the night before 

All Saints’ Day.

All Saints’ Day is on November 1, and it is a Holy Day  

of Obligation.

All Souls’ Day in on November 2, and it is NOT a Holy Day  

of Obligation.

◆  Article from www.catholic.org

‹

 Pictured above (left to right) St. Charles Lwanga,  

Servant of God Thea Bowman, St. Josephine Bakhita,  

Servant of God Mary Lange



 

‹

 OLMC extends congratulations to Jerry Newton, 

one of the first residents at Our Lady of Charity 

Transitional Homeless Shelter, who made a huge 

step recently by transitioning out of the shelter. He is 

now renting an apartment. Congratulations Jerry!

Jerry Newton Volunteers at soup kitchen 

‹

 Visitors to St. John spent some of their vacation 

time volunteering at the soup kitchen. 

Todd and Jill Hargis and their eight-year-old son 

Kade of Kentucky volunteering on Tuesday, Oct. 5 

(pictured above) and Randy and Crystal, of Maine, 

(pictured below) volunteered on Friday, Oct. 8, 2021. 

The Hargis’ are shown with Catholic Charities cook 

Cristina Castro and case manager Digna Doway. 

Randy and Crystal assisted volunteer Sandra Donaie 

distribute food to the homeless and less fortunate.

Our Lady of Charity TRANSITIONAL HOMELESS SHELTER 

Shelter bathroom renovations 

‹  Brian Baron makes 

renovations to a 

bathroom at the 

Our Lady of Charity 

Transitional Homeless 

Shelter to make it 

more handicapped 

accessible.



  

Shelter Food sale 

The board of Our Lady of Charity  

Transitional Homeless Shelter held a  

food sale on Sept. 6, 2021, to raise  

funds to operate the shelter.

Board members Cheryl Boynes-Jackson 

and Vera Powell-Payne sell tickets in the 

Frank Powell Park.

Religious Education 

‹

 Ayanna Griffith gave a presentation on the Feast of the Guardian Angels to the Religious Education  

students on Saturday, Oct. 2, 2021. Classes resumed on Sept. 25, 2021.

Board members Vera Powell-Payne, Ayanna 

Griffith and Kay Ann Callwood at the food sale.



By Claudia Verdant  

God keeps His promises. Do you keep yours?

hink for a second, what was the last promise you 

made to someone and did you keep it?

“I’ll be there. I promise.”

“I promise to take you out for your 

birthday.”

“If you loan me the money, I prom-

ise to pay you back.”

“God, if you get me out of this 

situation, I promise too never do 

it again.”

Before making a promise, do you 

think about it? Are the words, “I 

promise” thrown around as carelessly 

as confetti at a party? So careless and 

casual they are frequently made but sel-

dom kept. Does it matter if your actions can-

not deliver on your word? What are the consequences 

when we break promises? 

When someone breaks a promise to you, how does it make  

you feel? Cheated? Disrespected? Does your disappointment 

spill over into anger? Do you feel wrong for placing your trust  

in them? 

When you don’t keep your promise, it communicates to that 

person you do not value him or her. It communicates that you 

have chosen to put something else ahead of your promise or 

commitment. No matter if it is small (e.g., I promise to take out 

the trash) or big (e.g., I promise to forsake all others), breaking 

promises will compromise your relationships. Fissures will devel-

op and widen as you continuously break your promises. 

I remember a promise I broke to a friend. Later, I began to ex-

perience negative emotions like embarrassment, shame, guilt, 

and regret. These emotions left uncheck affected my physical, 

mental, and spiritual health. I also purposely ignored them so 

that I would not have had to explain myself or be accountable 

to them. The promise I broke caused a fissure in our relation-

ship because my actions said ‘I willingly chose not to honor my 

commitment to them’. I experienced a loss of credibility with 

them, which further strained our relationship. 

T Instead of ignoring my friend and allowing my feelings of 

guilt and shame to continue expanding the fissure, 

I should have apologized, asked for forgive-

ness, and made a conscious decision to 

change my behavior. I have since spent 

time analyzing how my actions  

created distance in my friendship 

and realized my feelings and  

actions were representative of 

what happens when we sin. 

As our actions create distance within our families, friendships, 

and community so too does sin lead us away from God and 

hardens our resistance to God’s grace and love. Isaiah 59:2 

says, “your iniquities have made a separation between you 

and your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you so 

that he does not hear.” 

Our reflection on our sin should not lead us to despair or cause 

us to carry on those negative feelings and turn away, hide 

from or ignore God. We all make mistakes, we all sin, we have 

failed each other and we have failed God. Nevertheless, the 

sobering fact is that we are capable of good. Find relief that 

God waits and watches for our return every time we walk 

away from him and offers us reconciliation when we ask for it. 

God keeps his promises.

◆  Claudia Verdant, a St. John resident,  

is a Major in the U.S. Army. She is  

also a parishioner of OLMC.

“When a man vows a vow to the Lord, 

or swears an oath to bind himself by 

pledge, he shall not break his word; 

he shall do according to all that  

proceeds out of his mouth.”     

   — Numbers 30:2
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The OLMC Parish in Paradise Newsletter  

is composed by Fr. Anthony Abraham, 

Simonia Dagou, Lisa Etre and Brenda 

Rector Wallace.

To submit an article or for questions  

regarding OLMC Newsletter please  

contact: Lisa Etre by email at:  

olmc@hotmail.com  

Graphic Design: Julie Vazquez  

Regular Mass Schedule

Weekend: Saturdays: 6 p.m.

Sundays: 7:30 a.m.  9:30 a.m.

12:30 p.m. (Coral Bay)  

5:45 p.m. (Spanish)
 

Weekdays:  

Tuesdays: 6 p.m. (Coral Bay) 

Wednesdays: 6 p.m.

Thurs & Fridays: 7 a.m.

DEVOTIONS:

Eucharistic Adoration Daily: 24 hours a day
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturdays at 5 p.m.; after Masses;

or by appointment
 

Baptism: By Appointment; 3 weeks preparation
 

Weddings: By Appointment; 6 months preparation 

 

Education: to educate and become educated in the 

truths of the Gospel and in the formation of conscience.     

Service: to reach out in love and service to those in need.   

Stewardship: to develop the material, financial and 

human resources of the Church and to manage them as 

faithful servants.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Mission Statement

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic Church will provide support to all through the liturgy, worship and education. We 

pledge to provide our parish community and our visitors a prayerful experience in an environment of friendliness and 

courtesy. We are committed to proclaim the Word of God in unity and love towards each other.

Our mission is: 

Evangelization: to evangelize ourselves, our families, 

our parish and our local community.   

Liturgy: to celebrate our faith with joy through vibrant 

and prayerful worship.     

Council of Catholic women St. John meeting 

 

‹

 The Diocese of St. Thomas held a meeting for the Diocesan Council of Catholic Women at OLMC 

on Thursday, Oct. 22, 2021. The guest speaker was Marlisa Ljuba, president of the Miami Archdioc-

esan Council of Catholic Women. Bernadette Patrick represented the Diocese of St. Thomas.

Condolences 
 

OLMC extends condolences  
to Mary Celine Joseph  

on the passing of her daughter,  
Lois Joseph. May she rest in peace.

Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, 

and let perpetual light shine upon 

her.  May her soul and the souls of 

all the faithful departed, through 

the mercy of God, rest in peace.  

                     Amen.
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